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Little Shearwater    Puffinus assimilis        
Three subspecies as follows: 
Norfolk Island Little Shearwater    P.a. assimilis              Species Code: 084 Band: [X] 
Kermadec Little Shearwater P.a. kermadiensis  Species Code: 085 Band: X 
North Island Little Shearwater  P.a. haurakiensis  Species Code: 086 Band: X 
 

 
 
Morphometrics: 

Measurements as follows: 
   P.a. assimilis         P.a. kermadeciensis  P.a. haurakiensis 
                    Unsexed            Unsexed        Unsexed 
   Wing:  173 – 189 mm   180 – 195 mm   181 – 201 mm 
   8th Primary:  103 – 119 mm       117 – 126 mm 
   Tail:   59 – 71 mm   62.6 – 71.3 mm  63 – 73.2 mm 
   Bill (tip to skull): 22.0 – 24.3 mm  24 – 26.4 mm   23 – 29 mm 
   Bill Depth:  8 – 11 mm   7.5 – 9.1 mm   8.0 – 9.4 mm 
   Tarsus:  35.1 – 38.2 mm  38.5 – 41.4 mm  38.7 – 43 mm 
   Middle Toe:  42 – 44 mm   42 – 47.8 mm   43 – 48.0 mm 
   Weight:   No data   154 – 207.5 g   170 – 275 g 
  
Ageing:  
 Juveniles are indistinguishable from adults; 
 Age of attaining adult plumage and first breeding unknown. 
 
Sexing: 
 No sexual dimorphism in plumage or size; 

Both sexes incubate. 
 

Similar species: 
 Subantarctic Little Shearwater Puffinus elegans – black on head extends below eye. See separate  

sheet 
 

 


