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huildinl.! on the nest of a Coot Fulica atra situated 
()11 a l�lw s tump at the edge of the dam about 
5 0  metres from the house from which excellent 
obse rvations could  be made. The Coots were sti ll 
us inl! the nest at nic:ht lo brood their four  month
old �chicks and str'ongly resisted the usurpation 
w i t h  flapping of wings amJ splashing of water. 
all accompanied hy a gn:at deal of vocal noise. 
For no apparent reason a Musk Duck Bi�iura 
lo/Jara _joined in the frat:as . Once or twice the 
swam phen stopped work am.! made a stab at 
th�•m with his beak.  but in a quarter of an hour 
the nest was to his satisfadion. and  as the Coot-; 
:ind Musk Duck had reti red, he  commenced 
k1 . .'d inc.. Bv 1 9 :  I :'i hours all the familv were 
r�·,l! i n; a 1 1 J  c.raduallv work ing nearer to tl;e  nest .  
Each �1dult l;at.! om: 'chick i n  �dose company with 
it. which cont inually hcgged for food by jumping 
up and down and at the same t ime flapping its 
undcr-dt:n:lopcd wings .  Thl· other two chicks 
wl· rc feeding imkpendcntly. but sometimes they 
would approach one of the adults for food.  How
ever. on eat:h occasion they were chased ofT. The 
j u vl'nilc was seen to  feed the rejected pair with 
portilms of frog. 

i\ l l () ;  JO hours one of the independen t chicks 
dimbcd into the new nest. hut left almost 
immediately. Five minutes later the female led 
the chick . which had been accompanying her. 
i n to  the nest where she arrange<l and rearranged 
the nl'st mater ial . The chick which had been 
acwmpanying the male ran to the nest and 
dimhcJ in \\ithout hesitat ion. J\t 19 : 45 hours one 
nf the independent chicks came to the nest, bu! 
before e nter ing stoppct.! an<l extended its head 
to the kmalc on the nest, who reciprocated the 
a-:tion, touching t he chick's beak. The chick then 
l' lltered the nest. These actions were repealed a 
few minutes later  when the last chick came lo 
the nest. Finally the juvenile �queezed in us much 
of itse lf as it could. At 20:  10 hours the male 
approached the nest , stopped about two metres 
from it ,ind ca lle<l loudly before moving quickly 
away Ill the far s ide of the territory. 

On subsequent evenings the foregoing actions 
were repeated. except that we did not sec the 
juven i le enter the nest ag.iin. By 1 3  January the 
1'n 1 1r  chicks were roos t ing in the lower branches 
( 1 1' some trees standing in about 30 cm of water 
:mu the juvenile new to the higher branches. On 
28 J anuary the whole family was st i l l f1..Tding in 
the tnritory. 

None of the birds was bandc<l and it was thus 
not possible to determine, as the chicks grew 
older, which were following the adults and w hich 
were feeding in<lcpemlcnlly. as then.: were no 
observable differences between them. Next season 
we hope to learn more by having the birds on 
this dam hande<l. 
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Wing-tagging of Pa rrots 

'Numbers of Adcla i<lc Rosel l as. Eastern Ros
sclas, Rainbow Lorikeets and Musk Lorikccts 
have bzcn marked ret:ently wi th patagial wing
lal!s in the Mount Loftv Ranl!es of South Aus-
tralia. 

, -

B i rds were marked with a bi-coloured tag on 
each wing, the size of the lag varying according 
to the species. The tags arc also numbered to 
facilitate individual identification if binls arc rc
trnpped or recovered. 

Details of sightings or recoveries wi l l  be apprc
ci.itcd and may he rer,ortcd to the project leader. 

J .  B. Cox, National Parks and Wildl ife Service. 
Box 1 782 G.P.O. Adelaide. S.A. 5001 . 


