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Long-billed Hone)'eater M dileste.1· 111egarh_rnch11s 
050-16264. Banded by L. W. Filewood at Three Mile 

Plot. near Karema. PNG on 27 Sept. 70. Retrapped at 
handing place 12 times. the last occasion by H. L 
Bell lln I 9 Dec. 77. over 7 ye:1rs 2 months after 
handing. (Thi, i, the 11ldest recnrdcd for this species). 

Tawny-breasted Honeyeater 
X ant hot is f lul'ivententer 

050-l62XX. Banded by L. W. Filewood at Thrce Mile 
Plot. near Karema. PNG on I Nov. 70. Retra-pped 
at handing place twice. the last occasion by H. L 
Hell on I lJ Dec. 76. over 7 year, I month after 
banding. 

Yellow-tufted Honeveatcr 
Lichenostom11s m"elanups 

(a) 031-23160. Immature banded by A. K. Morris al 
Munghorn Gap. near Mudgee. NSW on 20 Apr. 67. 
Rctrapped at handing place 12 times. the last occasion 
by G. R. Cam on 25 Mar. 7X. nver 10 years 11 
months after banding_ 

thl <nl-23167. Adult handell by A. K. Morris at 
Munghorn (.iap. near Mudgce. NSW on 20 Apr. 67. 
Retrappcd at banding place six times. the last oc­
casion by G. R. Cam on 26 Mar. 711. 11ver IO years 
11 month, after handing. 

White-plumed Honeyeatcr 
Lid1enosto11111s penidllatus 

021-99439. Adult banded by J. B. Paton al Beaumont, 
SA 1111 7 Nov. 71. Found dead near b,rnding place 
on 15 July 7X. over 6 years X months after banding. 

New Holland Honenater 
Phylidonyris 11,,va;,t,o/la1u/iae 

lH l-415X5. Immature bamkd by J. B. Paton near Scot! 
Conservation Park. SA 11n 6 Nov. 77. Found dead 
al Cape Jervis. SA 11n 13 June 78. 65 km WSW. 

Grey-bellied Longbill To.wrhamphm i/io/ophus 
021-37429. Banded by L. W. Filewood al Three Mile 

Plot. near Karem:i. PNG on 16 July 72. Retrapped 
al banding place four times. the la�1 occasion by 
H. L. Bell on IX Dee. 77. over 5 years 5 months 
after banding_ 

Hlack Bcrrypccker Melanoclwris nigra 
020-.12605. Female handed by L. W. Filewood al Three 

Mile Plot. near Karema. PNG on 23 May 71. Re­
trapped al handing place eight times. the last occasion 
hy H. L. Bell 1111 IX Dec. 77. over 6 years 6 months 
after banding. ( Thi, i, the oldest recorded for this 
species). 

Silvereye Zostnops latC'rali.\· 
0 U-8 I 200. Adult banded by C. R. Jenkins at The 

Coorong. SA 1111 24 Feh. 711. Recovered al Burrungule. 
near Mount Gambier, SA on 211 May 711. 209 km 
SSE. 

Spangled Drungo Dicrurus l1011en1011us 
061-064117. Banded by G. P. Clancy at South Grafton. 

NSW on 21 Apr. 78. F1111nd injured (died later) al 
Cuffs Harbour. NSW on 25 June 711. 70 km SSE. 
(This is the longest movement recorded for this 
spe<.:ies). 

Pied Currawong Strepaa grarnlina 
091-01675. Immature banded by H. Baker al Hughes. 

ACT on 19 Sept. 73. Recovered at Yass, NSW. 
( Finder's letter received I .1 June 711-no other de­
tail, l. 54 km NNW. 

Recent Literature 

The ,·.rlracts in this section ,ir,• selectetl from a wide 
r,11I1:,· of Jw1r1111/s from l'llrim1s .wuri·,,.,. co1·,·ri11,: sub­
j,·cts 1·011sitlt'red to he of i11t,•r,•.1·t lo 111emh1·r�-. It is 
r,•gn•lll'<I 1/w1 ,·01>il's of papers cir,-d ""' 111w1·ailllb!t· 
1/iro11gh 1/1t· A .1·.1·odlllic,r1.-Hon. Fditor. 

ANAI.YTICAI., STUDIES 

Effects of 'ride Cycles on Habitilt Selection and 
Habitat Partitioning by Migrating Shorebirds. Joanna 
Burg�r. Marshall A. Howe. D. Caldwell Hahn and Julia 
Chase. 1977. Auk 94: 74.�-7."iX. 

Three intertidal habitat, were studied 10 observe how 
different species partitioned feeding grounds. Differences 
were found in habitat preference. preferenc for wetness 
of feeding grounds and timing of feeding activities. 
Temporal pallerns of usage varied among habitats. 

Analysis of a Resident Flock of Starlings. Hannah 
B. Suthers. 19711. /Jird-Hw1tli11g 49: 35-46. 

The populatio:i density of a resident llock uf Starlings 
S111n111s l'lllgllri.,· was determined by the number of 
availaole nesting hollows. Young birds migrated leuving 
vacancies lo he filled by emigrating adults. Methrn.ls 
of determining sex and age arc discussed. 

Movement and Migration Patterns of Red-wlni;ted 
ll111ekbirds, a Continental Overview. Richard A. Dolbeer. 
I 9711. Bird-Bamling 49: 17-.14. 

Data from 50 years banding of Red-winged Black­
birds Agl'iaiu.,· plu>1·11ice11., ( 11 000 recoveries from 
700 000 individuals) was analysed for pallerns of move­
ment. Although different breeding populations mix 
during winter. birds usually return to within 50 km of 
their previous breeding :ireas. Long-distance migration 
did not (JCcur until after the autumn moult was eom­
[lleted. 
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Population Models for Common Terns in MasA­
chusctts. I. C. T. N isbet. 1978. Bird-Bamli111,1 49 : 50-58 .  

During a study of  Common Terns Stema hir1111do, 
8 ., banded birds were recovered. The survival rate be-
1 ween tledging and age of four was 7- 1 3 % . Despite a 
constant level of recru itment. the population studied is 
declining ( 8- 1 0'¼, per year ) due to an increase in adult 
mortality ( 9- 1 7% ) .  

Rini=ing Studies of Goosanders In Northumberland. 
F. R. Meak and B. L i t tle. 1977. Brit. Birds 70: 273-283. 

Patterns of movement arc analysed for 43 recoveries 
of 247 Goosanders Mergu.� mngamer banded in 
Northumberland. Young birds disperse in an  area be­
lween north and west-south-west of the hatching areas 
and appear to re111rn to 1his area in summer . 

The Breeding Cycle of the Westland Black Petrel 
!Procellaria westlandlca). Allan J. Baker and J. D. 
Cokman. 1977. Notomis 24: 21 1 -231. 

Adults in New Zealand arr ive at colonies in late 
March and egg laying begins in ear ly May. Hatching 
in mid-July is followed by an incubation period of 
57-65 days. Chicks are brooded for two weeks and 
spend lhe remainder uf th.:ir fledging per iod ( 120 day,) 
alone except when fed hy the parenrs. 

Wuders of the Manukau Harbour and Firth of 
Thames. C. R. Veitch. 1978. Notomis 2:'i :  1-24. 

Twi.:e yearly censuses dur i ng the period 1960-75 are 
,ummarised. Trends in population numbers are shown 
; ind influences on the changes discussed and detailed 
:,cc\Hlllts ,,f migra tory species are given, 

Adult Survival Rate of the Black-throated Diver 
Gavia arctica Sven G. N ilsson. 1977. Omi.1· Srnml. 8 :  
1 1n-195 _ 

A study of recoveries of handed birds indicated an 
adult su rvival rate of 81V;, . To main taine a stable 
populat ion al this mortality the adults must raise an 
average of 0.4-0.5 young pN pair. 

f'luctuations and Density of Suburban Populations 
of the Bluckbird Turdus mcrula. Johnny Karlsson and 
H ans Kallander. 1977. Omfa Scam/. 8: U9- 1 44. 

A census of the Blackbird population in a southern 
Swedish suburb over e ight breeding seasons found that 
the number of territories varied from 50 to 79. with 
a mean density for the study of 2.4 terr itories per 
hecta re. The number of territories was lower following 
,cvere winters rather than mild ones. Density of Black­
b i rds also varied in relation to habitat . particularly the 
presence t 1f !all shrub cover. 

Populutlon Parameters for the Common Guillemot 
llrla aalge. T. R. Birkhead and P. J .  Hudson. 1977. 
Or11i.1· Srnnd. R :  145- 1 54. 

The surviva l rate of adult Common Guillemot was 
9 1 .5 % and breeding success was 0. 7 young per pair. 
Guilkmnts could breed in  their fourth year. but usually 
did not until the fifth year. At these rates there must 
b.: ,1 24% surviv:11 rate of birds reaching breeding age 
to ma intain a stable populat i\in. 

Hreedini= Behavior of the Louisiana Heron. James 
A. Rodgers. Jr. 1978. Wi/.w11 /Julletin 90: 45-59. 

The male Louisiana H �n>n H \'drn11a.1·.1·" tricolor estab­
lishes a display area and consfrucls the foundation of 
a nesl, which he init ia lly defend, against other herons 
of both sexes. A persisknt female is eventually accepted 
,is a mate. The average clutch was thn:e eggs. l:loth 
sexes incubate and feed tht: young. There was a 
nestling mortality rate of 23.4 % .  

Reproductive Success and Foraging Behavior of the 
Osprey at Saehorse Key, Florida. Robert C. Szaro. 
1978. Wilsu11 811/lt'li11 90 : 112- 1 1 8 . 

A study of 15 Osprey Pa111/io11 lw!ic11·1·111s nests showed 
an average of 0.73 young per nesting female, less than 
that requ i red to maintain a stable populat ion .  Fishing 
te,:hnique is at least partially learned and young birds 
were less successful than adults. 

TECHNIQUES 

Distinguishing Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teals. D. 
I .  M. Wallace and M. A. Ogilivie. 1978. Brit. Birds 
70 : 290-294. 

Females. immal llres and ecli psed males of both species 
are very similar. but field characlers of bill. t:ye colour.  
head pattern and plumage tone ,:: in be used to differ­
entiate them. 

MISCEU.ANEOlJS 

Black Skimmer Breeding Ecology and Behaviour. R. 
Michael F.rwin. 1977. Auk 94 : 709-7 1 7 . 

Black Sk immers Ry11clwps 11igl'r arrive ,ti their 
colonies in late April - early May. A four-egg dutch is 
the most common. Although hatching success is high 
( xo�,;. ) ,  fledging su,cess is only 0.4 young per pair, with 
first hatched nestlings lhe most successfu l .  Incubation 
is performed hy both parents. 

Breeding Biology of Five Species of Herons In 
Coastal Florida. George R. Maxwell I I  and Herbert 
W. Kale I I . 1 977. Auk 94 : 689-700. 

The breeding billlogy of five species of herons. two 
of which. Great Egret Egrcll a alba and Cattle Egret 
A rtlt'ola ihi.1·. are found in Australia. were studied on 
a small mangrove island. Differences among species in 
nest placement. timing of egg laying, incubation and 
hatching and nestl ing success rate are compared for all 
species. Most nest failures resulted when accident:1lly 
destroyed hy pelican, during landing. 

Territorial Behaviour and Courtship of the Male 
Three-wattled Bellbird. Barbara K. Snow. 1977. Auk 
94 : 62J-645. 

The results of a study of the Three-wat tled Bellbird 
Pmrnia trirnru11c11/ata in Costa Rica are presented. in­
cl uding i nformation on calls. displays. feeding behaviour 
and dail y  rhythm. Interactions between territorial males 
and another i ndividual usually consist of the male 
chasing off the other bird by calling loudly in its ear, 
reg:1nlless of sex or age of the visitor. 
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'Winterin2 Behavior of Common Loons. Judith W.  
Mdntyre. 1977. A uk 95 : 396-403. 

Wintering Comm.on Loons Gariti i111111er in Virginia 
Jdended individual feeding territories during the day , 
but formed rafts ;1 L night. A daily feeding p,tttcrn was 
ev ident. 

The Coot and the Moorhen. Jon Ficldsa. 1 977. 
Av-media Hiological Monographs 56 pp. Copenhagen. 

One of a series of leaching aids, this booklet con­
centrates on two European species and their natural 
history. Feeding_ breeding bch,tviour. terr i torality and 
other aspects of these birds' biology is explained and 
i llustrated with phutographs and diagrams_ The in­
formation is well presented and profusely illustrated. 

Nesting Behaviour of the Gull-billed Tern. H arold 
I-'. Sear,. 1 971. L Bircl-B111rcfi11K 49 : 1 - 1 6. 

Adult Gull-billed Terns Gc/od1clic/011 nilorirn exhibit 
many as�ects of nesting behaviour wh ich aid in pro­
lei:11011 o l the nest and young from predators. Other 
behav ioural trails help in max imising the chances of 
,m:cessful breeding. 

The Relationship of Habitat Quality to Group Size 
in Hall\ Babbler (Pomatostomus halll). Jerram L. 
Brown and Russell P. Balda. 1977. Com/or 79: 3 1 2-320. 

The size of a flock of H .ill\ Babblers is positively 
..:orreh11cd w1 1h  both the amount of herbaceous cover 
an_d a n10_un1 L!f tree cover in the territory ,  Because of 
1 h 1, rela 11on,htp bet ween llrn.:ks' productivity and habitat 
qual ity, the , 1 u1hors question the contribution of helpers 
l o  breeding suei:ess .  

The Camden Haven 'Wildlife Refuge Study-An 
Interim Report. David Milledge. 1978. Dick Smith 
F l .:clronics Pty . Ltd. 

This interim report discusses a ims and methods of 
the p_rojecl. Several methods of surveying birds are 
used 1_11 ll!e study and a list of birds from the refuge 
a rea 1s given. 

The Changing Seabird Populations of the North 
Atlantic. Abstracts of Papers Presented at Conference 
at Aberdeen University. 26-28 March 1977. 1978 Ibis 
120 : 101- 1 36. 

Abstracts of 44 papers given during the conference 
arc pre,enled in three sections-Human Influences, Sur­

vey, and Popu lation Eeology. Particular atlention is 
given lo effects on birds of pollution and fishing, and 
various methods of surveying populations. Summaries 
1 1f ea<.:h general subject are inducted. 

Communal Activities among White-winged Chougbs 
('orcorax melanorhamphus. Ian Rowley. I 978. /hi.� 
120: 178-197. 

White-winged Choughs form groups of 2-20 birds. 
usual ly 4-8 held together hy the presence of the oldest 
male. Young hir_ds lend to remain with the group, all 
mernhas of which help to bui ld the nests. incubate, 
gu:ml and feed the eh icks. Occasionally two females 
may lay in the same nest. Choughs also roost. forage 
and carry 011 1 other daily activities as a group. 

Breeding of Antarctic Terns at the Snares Islands, 
New Zealand. P. M. Sagar. I 978. Notornis 25 : 59-70. 

Eggs were laid during two periods-late October -
c· : ir ly N ovemhcr. :iml late November w ith usually one 

egg, occasionally two, being laid. The incubation period 
lasted 24 d.iys and was performed by both parents, as 
was feeding of the young. Fledging was completed be­
tween 27 and 32 days. 

The Reef Heron (Egretta sacra) in New Zealand. 
A. T. Edgar. I 978. Nutumfa- 25 : 25-58. 

Plumage and field characters, habitat and breeding 
behaviour arc presented, followed by locali ty records 
of this species in New Zealand . The status of the Reef 
Heron in the country is affected by man, but it is not 
yet a rare bird. 

Seabirds Found Dead in New Zealand in 1976. 
David E. Crockett. 1977. Nutumis 24 : 239-245. 

During the year. 2 228 dead seabirds of 39 species 
were found over I 137 kilometres patrol led. Unusually 
severe weather was correl:.ited with localised wrecks of 
Fairy Penguins. Fairy Prions and Sooty Shearwaters. 

Observations and Notes on the Bat Hawk Maehaer­
hamphus akinus in Papua. B. W. Finch. 1 978. Papua 
New Gu inea Bird Society Newsletter. No. 146 : 8- 1 2. 

Observations on the Bal Hawk, a species poorly 
known in Austra lasia. ,tre presented. primarily on 
variuus phases of what is as.�umed to be. pre-breeding 
display. Vo ice and di fferences in plumage are discussed . 

Agricultural Impact of a Winter Population of 
IUackbirds and Starlings. Richard A. Dolbeer, Paul P. 
Woroneck i. Allen R. Stickley, Jr. and Stephen H. White. 
1 978. Wil.w11 H11/leti11 90 : 31-44. 

A study of . 11 mill ion blackbirds and Starlings i n  
winter roost found large differences in the  feeding 
habits and subsequent impact on .igriculture. The native 
blackbirds feed primarily on waste corn in harvested 
fields. ·_rhi;: gre�ttesl negative impac.'t was by Starlings, 
:1 rclal lvely minor component species, wh ich fed on 
�prouting wheat. 

Recovery Data 

Items fur Recovery Round-up are obtained from : 
I .  Secretary. Aust. Bird-banding Scheme. 
2. l ndividu;d banders. 
3. Miscellaneous sources. 

The Secretary of the ABBS kindly provides most of 
the data involving recoveries away from the banding 
place and these constitute the largest part of Recovery 
�ound-up. H ?wever, for _a num�er of reasons, longevity 
information 1s not readily ava1lable from this source. 
Mos� longevity items included i_n Recovery Round-up 
are forwarded by a few banders m response to prev ious 
requests. 

Handers are asked to forward Lo me details of 
l_ongevity items which they consider may be suitable 
l o� if!c_lusio_n in this section. _As ,t guide in deciding 
su1tab1hty, Hems for the particular species should be 
checked in recent issues. If in doubt send the details 
anyway. 

flu11. Editor. 


