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The <'Xfracts in this Sfftiun are selectl'd from a wide 
range of Jouma!J from rarious sources con:ring sub­
jef'ls nm.1·ideJ"<'d to he of interest to members. It is 
n•gn•tfrtl that cupies vf puper.1· cited are 111un·ailable 
thrm1gh tilt' ;J.1.1oci111i1111.-Hon. Editor. 

llANl>ll"G and IU:('O\'ER\' Rl;:PORTS 

'.'ineleenth IUnging Report for Southern Afrka. 1977. 
C. J. Vernon. O.,trich 4!!: 106-109. 

During th<:: pcrilld July, 1975 to June 1976, 36 016 
individuals llf 419 spe1.:ies were banded and there wen: 
I 390 recoveries. The most frequently banded species 
wen: Ked-billt:d Que lea ( 4 589), Ked Hi shop, Yellow­
hilli:d Dud and Ma,ked Weaver. Mo,t frequently re­
.:11vercd specie, were Red-billed Weaver ( 203) and 
Yell1m-bilkd Duck. The total birds banded is the lowest 
,ince 1964-65. thi� was Jue to studie, being com:entrat­
ed , ,n fi:wer ,pc, it:,. 

Results ol' the Japanese Uird Uandini: Scheme (Feb. 
I, 1976--Jan. 31, 19771. Bird Migration Kcsearch 
Centre. Yamashina lmtitutc· i'or Ornithology. Japan. (in 
Japanese). 

During the t1111e period 60 74� individuals of 200 
,p.:cil.'!, were banded. There wen: 373 recllveries and 
th.:s,: are individually li,ted. Three Japanese-banded 
\\;1der, were recovered in t\ustrali:1 and a tan recovered 
in Papua New Liuinea. 

ANAI.YTl<'AL STIIDU:S 

Kadial Dispersal and Southward \·ligration of Wood 
l>ucks llanded in Vermont. 1977. Paul A. S1t·wart. 
l/ird-/11111di11g 4X: 3.13-336. 

W,ll>d l)rn.:k, A ix ·'l"'n-'" di,per,e radially from their 
hrceding or hatd1ing grllund, to a southward migra­
tion. Of I 403 birds selected for this study, most made 
,hort llighh although one was re..:uvercd in Texas, 
a di,tanec· of 2 250 km. Others lll(IY overwinter north nf 
tht·ir banding ,r11t du.: h> their initial dispersal move­
mc•nl. 

Some Features of Ureeding and !\ligration of Wood• 
l'm·k in Southwestern Quebel·, I 977. Kic·hard t\. Wishart. 
/lirt!-ll1111</i11g 48: 3.n-.140. 

Rel'ords ,i1Ke I '>14 ,how an av.:rage arriv(il date hv 
Wood.:od,, l'hi/olw/11 111i11nr in Quehcc of 30 Man:h. 
Nc·,ting heg:1n in late April. hatching after mid-May. 
,·1111n,hir ci:ased by 10 June and young left the nest 
:ind joined thc nocturn:il musting sites after 2!! June. 
l)cpartlll'cs for autu111n 111igration occurcd between 9-13 
Ckt<>hc·r. Fll'c•c·t, of ,cvere weather c,,nditions are dis­
c·11,,ed. 

Sea�onal Change in lnterscxual Niche Differentiation 
of the Three-toed WoodpN·ker Picoides tridactylus. 
1977. Olav Hog,tad. Omi.1· Scam/. 8: 101-111. 

s�:i,on:tl difference, in choice of species of foraging 
tre,', f,,raging hi:ight and prcfered section of tree were 
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found between the sexes of this woodpecker suggesting 
that such separation is helpful in maximising u,e of 
J'('Slllll'�es. 

Distribution and Numbers of Coastal Waders (Chara• 
driil in the Southwestern (:ape, South Afrka. Summer 
1975-76. 1977. R. W. Summers. J. Cooper and .I. S. 
Pringle. 0.11rich 48: 85-97. 

The study area consisted of 300 km 11f coastline in 
49 sections and 44 coastal wetlands. Palacarctic waders 
llf U speci.:s ,1ccounted for 86% of the 119 008 birds 
rcrnrded. the 11111st abundant being the Sanderling. The 
remaining wad.:r, were divided among sewn resident 
,11t·1.·ies. 

F�rrther Studies of Wintering ('rag Martins. 1977. N . 
Flkins and H. Fthcridge. Ri11gi11g 1111,/ Migra1iu11 I: 
I 5.'i-165, 

M1111lt. popul:itiun changes. weights, plumage and 
morphomctric difference between adult and juvenile 
hird, are presented for C'rag Martin, /lim11,/11 /'1/fl<'.1·/ri.1· 
wintering ,11 (iibraltar. 

:\lorphometrk Studies of a l'opulation of Ulue and 
Creal Tits. 1977. J. J. M. Fkgg and C. J. Cox. Ringing 
anti i\ligr11tio11 I: 135-140. 

Wing lengths of both species 11f tits Pam.I' are greater 
in nwle, th:m females and in adults than first year 
birds of the same sex. In the breeding season. the 
weight 11f the female of both species increases 18-26% 
\\ ithin two 1,eeks prim lo laying, and is maintained 
1111til just be-fore h;Jtching and returns to normal hy 
llc•dging. During this pcrind the male loses weight. 

TH'HNIQl IF.S 

Comparison of Trapping Methods for American 
C'oots. 1977. Richard D. Crawford. Birtl-Randin!? 48: 
.,OLJ-3 IJ. 

Ellkiency and limitations of five different trapping 
methods for Amcrican Coots Fulit·a americana are 
dis,ussed. Slime method, are more useful for hrecdin!! 
than nnn-hrecding adult� while others f:,vour juveniles. 

New and Modified Methods for Colour-marking Hum­
mingbirds. William H. Baltosscr. 1978. Birtl-Ba11di11g 
49: 47-49. 

Humminghirds to be banded arc held in a small tube. 
imm11bilising them until released. A coloured nylon tag 
can be safely glued on the back for colour marking 
and is lost when moulted. This is an alternative to spots 
of paint on the hack which may be preened out or leg 
ta!,!S which may interfere with nesting birds mobility. 

The Use of Mist-nets in Windy Weather. 1977. E. J. 
Gavrilov. Tl,e Ring 90-91: 97-98. 

A method is descrihed for fastening mi,1-nets for use 
in windy exposed locations. 
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Sounds of 1.anan and mack-footed Albatrnsscs. 
Donald W. Sparl i�g J r .  1 977. A uk 94: 256-269. 

Spn:t rographic cw1 1parison, of noises produced by both 
,pei.: ies of a l ha trosses are mm.le. These sounds range 
fr11n1 mechank,, 1  b i l l  clacking to a range of vocalizations. 
Di lkrence, wcre f11u11d between !hose calls used in court­
,h ip hL'h , 1v iuur whi le th,),e used in agon ist i..: encounters 
\\ ere s im i lar  hctween species. 

Ohscnatjuns on a captin� Group of Apostle Birds. 
Richard M. J akob. I 'J 77 .  A ,·ic11/t11ral Magazi11,, 1<3 : 77-'tl.5 .  

A sma l l  group of Apostlebirds was held in the Ade­
laide Zoo and observation made on these birds is pre­
sented i ncluding nest build ing, laying, incubation and 
r�aring of t he young. I nteresting behaviour among the 
bird, in that group as well as between Apostlebirds and 
other species in the cage are reported. 

Age and Sun·ival of Breeding Leach's Storm-petrels 
in '\ laine. 1 977 .  Douglass H. Morse and Carl W. Buch­
hei,ter. llircl-Ba11,li11g 41-, : 34 1 -349. 

Over I 500 birds were banded over a twenty year 
r�ri,,d. Breeding birds had an average annual  survival 
r ; 1 te , 1f ; 1 1  least 79', and mean l i fe expectancy of a t  
l e C 1 s t  ➔ -� years. 

!\fortalit}· Rates for Black-bellied Whistling Ducks. 
1 '177. Eric G. Bolen and R ichard E. McCavnant. 
Hirrl-ll,1 111/i11g 41-i : 350-J53 .  

An annua l  morta l i ty  ra te "f  46-52 % was calculated 
for B l ack-be l l ied Whistl ing Ducks Denclroc_,·g1w auw111-
11,ili., with female, having a ,l igh t l y  h igher r:ate than 
m, t le,. 

Field Identification of West Palearctic Gulls. P. J. Grant. 
1978. llrir. Birds 7 1 :  1 45- 1 76. 

This is the first of a five part series dist.:ussing ident i ­
fkat iun problems of 23 species of gulls found in the 
region. Considerable emphasis i s  p laced on the confusing 
imm,1 t ure p lumage stages. 

Further Definition of Great Snipe CharJcters. D. I. 1\1. 
Wa l l ace. 1 977. Brit. Rirds 70: 283-289. 

Several field characters seperat ing the Great Snipe 
Cal/i11ago media and the Common Snipe G. gal/i,wgo 
are documented wi th photographs. The best character 
is w ing pattern. others of assistance being bill size and 
fl ight behav iour and action. 

Breeding Beha�iour and Food Habits of the Wattled 
Jal·ana. David R. Osborne and Godfrey R. Bourne, 1 977. 
C, 1 1ufor 79 : 98- 1 05 . 

Tcrrit nria l i ty .  cnurtsh ip, nest bui lding. incubation and 
feeding are described for the Wattle J acana Jaca11a 
,',u·a1w. Usual roles of the sexes are reversed with the 
m:i le bui lding the nest and incubating while the femaJe 
ddends the territory. The habitat of the nest site 
influences w hether the female is monogamous on poly­
amlrcrn�. 

Observations on the Breedin2 of the Pied Crow and 
Great Spotted Cuckoo in Northern Nigeria. 1 977. P. J .  
Mundy anJ A .  W .  Cook Ostrich 48 :  72-84. 

The Pied Crow Con·11s alb11s has an average c lutch 
�ize of 4.X eggs, an incubation period of l lU days and 
fledging period of 38 days. I t  is parasi t ised by the Greal 
SrotteJ Cuckoo Clamator g/a11dari11.1· which does not 
damage , ,r remove the eggs uf i ts host. The cuckoo 
,h ick, tledge in half the t ime of the crow. a l though 
having only half of the dai ly growth rate. 

Observations on the Moult of the Tree Sparrow. 
1 977 .  Colin J. H ibby. Ringing (11/1/ Migration I :  1 48- 1 57. 

Autumn mou l t  in Tree Sparrows Pas.\'f:r mo11ta1111s 
in Britain start s between early J uly and early September. 
Primaries are replaced in about sixty days. Variation in 
rate of wing mou l t  in juveni les i s  related to their 
gain of weight . First-brood young remain closer to 
the i r  natal areas than do later bred offspring and are 
nwn: l ikely to breed in the fol l nwing year as they have 
fin i,hed 11111u lt ing when breed ing si tes are selected. 

Wing \loult in the Savi's Warbler. 1 977. D. K. 
Thomas. Ringing am/ Migration I :  125- 1 30. 

Some individuals of Savi's Warbler Locu.1·tella luscini­
oit!,·s exh ib i t  suspended moult and/or eccentric moult 
t wing moult begins a t  m iddle of primary tract ) .  The 
functions of the�e twu mou l t ing strategies are discussed. 

Wintering Snipe in Middlesex. 1 977. M.  Davies. 
R i11gi11g ancl Migration I :  1 73- 1 77. 

Li t t le variation in bi l l and wing measurements was 
found among age c lasses of Snipe Gallinago ga/li11ago. 
Nu dis t inguishing characters were found between sexes. 
Changes in weight from a h igh in December to a l ow 
in Febnw ry may he due to changes in avai lable feeding 
per iods. 

The Care of Sick, Injured and Orphaned l'-ative Birds 
and Animals. Jack Wheeler. I 977 .  Geelong Field 
Natura l ists Cluh. � I pp. Ava i lable from author, 72 
f omes St ree t .  Relmont, Vic. 32 1 6. Copies are free but 
a l l  C<hh a re met hy donat ions. Fm:lose 20c per copy for 
rn�[age. 

A short but ,·ery useful gu ide to caring for injured 
birds. Sections 11n general injur ies and mishaps and feed­
i ng of specific groups of birds. I ncludes s imi lar parts on 
other animals. 

Effect of Logi:ing on Songbird Populations in a 
1'orthern Hardwood Forest. Wil l iam L. Webb, Donald 
F. Behrend, and Boonwang Saisorn. 1 977. • Wildl ife 
Monographs No. 55. 35 pp. 

A ten year study i n  hardwood forest was conducted in 
nmthern North America with plots ranging from 0- 100% 
logging clearance. A fairly rnnstant avifauna composition 
was found u nder a l l  canopy composition although the 
number of species and diversity i ndices were h igher in 
the more logged areas. Eleven species were unaffected 
by logging, e ight increased due to opening u p  of the 
environment. and seven decreased, but no species were 
e l imina ted by logging. 


