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New Holland Honeveater 
Ph,·lido11,·ri.1· 1 10\'ael;ollandiae 

·,n large flocks throughout scrub and low heath; 
breed ing. 

Tawnv-crowned Honeveater P. 111elanop.1· 
Fv�rywhen: hut n;ainly m npcn heathland ; 
breeding. 

Silvercye /osterops lataali.1· 
Most common bird on island except on rocks 
and grassland : breeding. 

Common Starling Sr11rn11.,· l'lllgari.,· 
Everywhere :  breeding. 

Australian Raven C111T11.1· c ·oro,wides 
U p  tu 1 2  birds, often near fowlyard . 
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Observations on the Diet of a Fledgling Rufous-tailed Bronze-cuckoo 

In August 1974. al ' Eden Vale'. Sandy Flat. 
Nl'W South Waks a pair of individually colour
bandecP Yellow-rumped Thornbills A cant hiza 
chrywrrhoa, ( No. 0 1 2-22 103 and O 12-22 1 1 3 ) , 
was observed repairing an old nest I 111 from the 
ground in a Bunya Pinc A m11rnria hid11'illi . Four 
eggs were laid hut three d isappeared during in
cuhatirn1. Some days after hatchin� it was dis
covered that the chick was a c.:ucko:i. 

A Rufous-ta iled Bronze-cuckoo Chrysococcyx 
ha.wli.1 , had been seen and heard in the vicinity 
for some days, usual ly early mornings, calling 
from power transmission lines or a Pi1 111s radiata 
about 20 111 from the nest. 

FrcL1ucnt observations were made of the nest 
during the feeding period, and it was noticed 
that green long-horned grasshoppers ,  ( Tettigonii
dae ) ,  and several species of smooth skinned 
caterpillar appeared to be the main items of food 
brought to the nest. 

When the young cuckoo left the nest it spent 
the tirst three days flullering about in the nest 
tree and in several fruit trees nearby, then it flew 
to the /'. raclitlta and immedi ately began to sup
plement the ration brought to it by the thornbills 

lfontl.1· ll.l<'d 11'<'1'<' prul'i,lt·,1 by the A 11s1rnlic111 Bird
b1111tli11g Sdll'me. Di1·isio11 of Wildlife Research, CSIRO. 

hy eating hairy caterpillars which were abundant 
on the tree. I I  was then joined hy the adult cuc
koo, but was not seen to he fed hy it. 

The thornbills gradually stopped feeding the 
young bird, and in two weeks both cuckoos had 
disappeared. 

This poses the question: was the nesting fed 
by it's real parent unknown to the observer, or 
docs the young cuckoo instincti vely cat hairy 
ca 1. crpillars, as cuckoos have apparently become 
adapted lo eating thL·se c1tcrpillars which are 
avoided hy most birds? 

Ouring the whole per iod that the young cuckoo 
was bi..:ing fed by the thornhills i t  made the same 
'hissing' calls as young thornhills do.  In December 
of the same year a group of Superb Blue Wrens 
Mal11ms c_,·a1 1e 11s, was seen to he feeding another 
Rufous-tailcd Bronze-cuckoo which made the 
same 'squeaking' calls as young wrens do. Appar
L'ntly cuckoos arc able to mimic the begging calls 
uf the young of the species which is fostering 
t hem. 

The following year the thornbills moved 300 111 
away and successfully reared their own young, 
as did an unbandcd pair which took over the old 
nest in the Buny:.i Pine. 
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