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Recovery of Breeding Little Penguin 

P. N. REILLY 

The Penguin Study Group I PS(i) within the 
Victorian Ornithological Rc�carch Group has 
been in operation for m:,trly nine years. We have 
found that few Little Pen1!uins 1:·mtrp11,la 111i11or 
handed* as pulli. in or n'"car the study area on 
Phillip Island. Victoria. have returned there to 
breed. 

Then. in 197J. Warrnamhrn,J bander V. H. 
Yeoman founded a handed bird moulting at the 
Twelve Apostles. Port Campbell National Park 
( Anon. 1974). It had been handed on Phillip 
Island as a pullu� 16 months previously. This 
recovery led us to think that perhaps :-omc pulli 
might breed in other than their natal colonies. 

In October-November I 976. PSCi members 
Ron Thoday, Di Britton and I spent ten days 
searching through penguin colonies in western 
Victoria and into South Australia. 

On 2 November, al London Bridl!c in the 
Port Campbcll National Park, we fouml a femak 
Little Penguin NA'.\'·'* incubating two eggs ( sec 
Recovery Round-up). It had been banded as a 
pullus by Dr Ann Hodgson al Bruny Island. 
near Hobart, Tasmania, on 12 December 19:'i9 
and had not been Sl'Cn since 19 Deccmher 1959. 

Previously. three birds banded by Dr Hodgson 
had been recovered on the western Victorian and 
adjoining South Australian coasts, one of them 
alive (Phillips 1960, Guilcr 1962, Hodgson 
1975). One bird from Phillip Island had hcen 
recovered from north-west Tasmania ( Anon. 
1971 ) ; and another from King Island ( Anon. 
1971 ) . The recovery of this bird ( hand N A3), 
therefore, suggests that trans-Bass Strait move­
ment may not he uncommon. 

* 811111/.1 uwd u·c/"l' prm·irlr-d /iy tire· A 11slro/ii111 Bird" 
h,111cli11g S<'lr,,111,·. l)ii-isim1 of Wild/if,· R,•.1·,•11r ch. 
CS/RO. 

* * l./11i1·a.1D_,. of 1/ohart. Ta.,·1111mit1. l>e111tl.

With this recovery wc have established four 
facts: 

• Bass Strait docs not form .i barrier hctwccn
Little Penguin colonies.

• Little Penguins will hrecd in other than their
n:ital colonies.

• Though longevity up lo 16 vcars had been
inferred ( Hodgson 1975 ) . at 17 this is the oldest
Little Penguin on record.

• Liltlc Penguins can still breed at 17 years of
age.
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