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Between April 1961 and June 1983. 21 540 Yellow-faced Honeyeaters Lichenostomus 
chrysops and 7 057 White-naped Honeyeaters Melithreptus lunatus were banded 
at thirty-four places in the Australian Capital Territory. The bands were provided by the 
Australian Bird-Banding Scheme. CSIRO Division of Wildlife and Rangelands Research. 

/fonding along rhe M urrumhidgee River 
in awumn 

Six lit' the places at which honeyeaters were 
banded were along the Murrumbidgee River 
where 12 927 'i'ellow-faced Honeyeaters and 
3 677 White-napcd Honeyeaters were banded in 
March, April and May during the autumn migra
tion of these two species. The banding was under
taken in an attempt to discover the origins and 
destinations of the Yellow-faced and White
naped Honeyeaters which migrate along the river 
in autumn. Banding took place in most years 
from 1963 through to 1977: the majority of 
hirds (880'n) were banded in 1964. 1965, 1969 
and 1970 <Table I l. 

Th1.: number of honeyeaters banded along the 
Murrumbidgee River in autumn varied consider
ably from year to year. As no information is 
available on the numbers of honeyeaters which 
were observed to be migrating al the time, or 
on what effort was put into capturing them, no 
exrlanation can be offered to account for the 
variation in the numbers handed. Wilson ( 1963) 
considers that the wt:ather conditions prevailing 
at the time have an influence on the number of 
honcyeater� which move along the river e.g few 
migratc whcn it is overcast. 

Although 16 604 honeyeatt:rs were banaed 
along the Murrumhidgee River in autumn, only 
four Yellow-faced Honeyeatcrs and two White
naped Honcyeaters were subsequently recovered 
(Table 2). 

In addition to the honeycaters which were 
caught and banded, five Yellow-faced Honey
eaters and one White-naped Honeyeatcr which 
were already wearing bands were caught along 
the Murrumbidgee River in autumn. These had 
been banded some time earlier, eithcr at places 
along the Murrumbidgee River, but outside of 
the autumn period. or al places away from the 
Murrumbidgee River (Table 3). 

These twelve recoveries are too few to provide 
any conclusive information about the origins and 
destinations of the Yellow-faced Honeyeaters and 
White-naped Honeyeaters which migrate during 
autumn along the Murrumbidgee River in the 
Australian Capital Territory. 

Banding at other times and places 
In addition to the honeyeaters handed along 

the Murrumbidgee River in March, April and 
May, 8 613 Yellow-faced Honeveaters and J J80 
White-naped Honeyeaters were

0 

handed at other 
places in the Australian Capital Territory. or 
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TABLE I 

The numbers of honeyeaters banded each year in March. April and May at six places along the Murrumbidgee River in the Australian 
Capital Territory. and the number of these which were subsequently recovered. 

a) Yellow-faced Honeyeater

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 Totals 

Banded 623 I 105 2 011 29 258 4 781 3 343 53 17 143 455 103 6 12 927 
Recovered I 2 I 4 

b) White-naped Honeyeater

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 Totals 

Banded 123 683 953 77 158 640 3 19 21 3 677 
Recovered I I 2 

TABLE2 

Recovery details of honcyeaters banded in autumn along the Murrumbidgee River. 

a) Yellow-faced Honeyeater

020-77117 26. 4.65 Free-flying. Pine Island, Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T. • S.J. Wilson 
26. 4.65 Retrapped. Point Hut. Murrumbidgee River, A.C.T. 3 km SSE 

021-41943 4. 4.69 Free-flying. Point Hut. Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T. M.T.Murn
12. 4.70 Retrapped. At banding place. 

021-50638 19. 4.69 Free-flying. Point Hut, Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T. M.T. Murn
14. 9.70 Found dead. Turner, Canberra, A.C.T. lXkm N

021-54425 12. 4.70 Free-flying. Point Hut. Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T. M.T. Murn
4. 5.73 Killed by cat. Kurrajong, NSW 240km NE

b) White-naped Honeyeater

020-92354 26. 4.6S Adult. Point Hut, Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T. M.T.Murn 

29. 7.67 Rctrapped. Near Fairy Meadow. NSW 190km NE 

021-41754 4. 4.69 Adult. Point Hut. Murrumbidgee River, A.C.T. M.T. Mum
25.10.69 Retrapped. Lee ·s Creek, Brindabella Range, A. C. T. 22 km WNW

•The locations of the sites within the A.C.T. mentioned in the text and in Tables 2. 3 and 4 are shown in Figure I.

TABLE3 

Details of honcycaters recovered along the Murrumbidgee River in autumn but banded elsewhcn: ur at other times. 

a) Yellow-faced Honeyeater

020-27357 1.10.61 Free-flying. Pinc Island. Murrumbidgee River. A.C. T. S. J. Wilson 
17. 4.65 Retrapped. At banding place. 

020-45346 18.11.62 Free-flying. Angle Crossing, Murrumbidgee River, A. C. T. M.T. Murn
27. 4.63 Retrapped. At banding place. 

020-57634 27.10.63 Free-flying. Angle Crossing, Murrumbidgee River. A.CT. M.T. Mum
14. 3.64 Retrapped. At banding place. 

020-66753 30. 3.64 Free-flying. Blundell's Creek, Brindabella Range. A.C.T. M.T.Mum
12. 4.64 Retrapped. Pine Island, Murrumbidgee River, A.C. T. 21 km ESE

020-93796 31. 7.65 Free-flying. Grafton. NSW P.O. Strong 
3. 5.69 Retrapped. Point Hut, Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T. 745 km SSW 

b) White-naped Honeyeater

020-87034 12. 4.64 Adult. Blundell'sCreek. Brindabella Range. A.C.T. M.T.Murn
18. 4.64 Retrapped. Pine Island. Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T. 21 km ESE
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TABLE 4 

Details of other honcycaters banded in the A .C.T. and recovered more than lO km from thcir banding place. 

020-33775

020-43372

020-43782

020-577 1 1

020-676M

02 1 - 1 4288 

- 10 km r 

l h .  l/.62 Frec-llying. 
n. 1 1 .63 Retrapped. 
2 1 . 1 1 .64 Rctrapped. 
27 . 10 .62 Free-flying. 
4. I 1 . 62 Retrapped. 

u. 1 . 63 Free-flying. 
5 . 10 .64 Re trapped. 

l4 . 1 2 . t'l3 Free-flying. 
26. 9.64 Retrapped. 
27 . 9.64 Free-flying. 
8. 10.64 Hit window. 

22. 2.69 Free-flying. 
20. 9 .70 Rel rapped. 
29. 1 1 . 70 Retrapped. 
28 . 1 2 .70 Retrapped. 
4 . 5 .74 Retrapped. 

a) Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Narrahundah .  Canberra . A.C.T. S . .I . Wilson 
I .cc·s creek .  Brindabella Range. A.C.T. 
Lee·screek .  Brindabella Range. A.C.T. 28 km W 

Pinc Island. Murrumbidgee River. A .C .T. S.  J. Wilson 
Murrumbidgee Bridge. Murrumbidgee River .  A . C. T. I S  km NW 

Lee's Creek. Brindabella Range, A .C.T. S .  J. Wilson 
Botanic Gardens. Canberra. A .C .T. 26 km ENE 
Uriarra Crossing. Murrumbidgee River. A .C .  T. M .T. Murn 
Angle Crossing. Murrumbidgee River. A .C .T .  40 km SSE 

Murrumbidgee Bridge. Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T. S. J .  Wilson 
Forrest. Canberra. A .C.T. 1 6 km W  

Lee's Creek.  Brindabella Range . A.C .T. S. J .  Wilson
Botanic Gardens. Canberra. A .C.T. 
Botanic Gardens. Canberra, A .C.T. 
Botanic Gardens. Canberra. A .C.T. 
Botanic Gardens. Canberra. A .C.T. 26 km ENE 

along the M urrumbidgee River in  months other 
than March, Apri l  and May. Of these. s ix yellow
faced Honcvcaters were later recovi.:red at dis
tances in e�cess of I O  km from their banding 
places ( Table 4 ) .  These recoveries are a lso too 
few to prov ide any concl usive information about 
the m igration of Ye l low-faced Honeyealcrs. 
None of the Wh ite-naped Honeyeaters were 
recovered in excess of 10 km of the ir  banding 
place. 

Yel low-faced Honeyeaters and Whi te-naped 
Honeyeaters are v irtual ly absent during the 
winter  months  f rom New Chum's Road ( Lamm 
and Wilson 1 966 ) .  Lee's Creek Road, Bush
ranger's Creek Road, and Bl undel l ' s  Creek Road, 
a l l  of which a re in the  Brindabel la  Range, A.C.T. 
( F igure I ) . The banding and recaptu re of Yellow
faced Honeyeaters and Wh ite-naped Honeyeaters 
at these places since 1 96 1  have shown that many 
individual b i rds return to them year after year. 
however. banding has not shown where they go 
in the winter months. 

J Land above 9 15m a.sJ ;;.. l.khan area of Cart>orra 

Figure I .  Sites in tire A .C. T. mentimied in r/re text at 
,,,1,icl, Yellmv-/aced Honereater.1· and W/rite
naped Honeyeater.1· /rave' ht't'IZ banded nr 
rl'covl'rcd. 

A total of 6 557 Ye l low-faced Honeyeaters 
and 2 5.W Wh ite-naped Honeyeaters have been 
banded in the Brindabdla Range. Of these. 
2 7.54 Yel low-faced Hoeyeate rs (42%) and 1 06 1 
Wh i te-naped Honeyeaters ( 42%) were banded 
during March, April or May at B lundel l ' s  Creek 
Road. These relat ive ly large totals suggest that 
Blundcl l ' s  Creek Road may be on an aut umn  
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migration route ror these honeyeaters. Despite 
the large numbers banded at B l un<letrs Creek 
Road d u ring au tumn only one Ye l low-faced 
Honeyeakr and one Wh ite-naped Honeyeater 
were suhse4uent ly  recovc red morc than 1 0  k m  
,m ay ( scc Tahle 4 ) . 

DISCUSSION 

Dc�pi tc  the vcry large numbers of Ydlow
faccd l·fo ncycatas and Wh i t e-naped Honey
catcrs whil:h havc been banded in the A ust ral ian 
( ·apital  Terri tory the  banding o f  these speci es
has told us ve ry l i l l le  about tht'. i r  migrat ions.
The cont inu ing fa i lure to obtain  th is in formation
was thc  reason why the large-scale band ing of
thcsc spccies a long thc  M u rrumb idgee R iver in
au t umn  was d iscon t i nucd i n  1 970 - cont in uat ion
u t  the hand ing would have been a waste of hands.
t imc and effort.  and the meagre quant i ty of
in format ion being obtained would not just i fy the
di,t u rhancc caused to  the  b irds hy banding .

W ith  h indsigh t ,  i t  seems  a pity that the effort 
which wa� put  into the banding or Ye l low-faced 
Honcycatcrs and Whi te-naped Honeyeaters along 
the M u rrumbidgee R iver cou ld  not have been 
put  in to a v i sual� census of the m igration of  these 
species in the  Austra l i an Capital Terri tory. This  
may have yielded far more usefu l  i n formation. 
Therc is no doubt. howevcr. that the banding 
had to be done to  see what resu l ts  could be 
ohta incd.  I t is to  the cn:di t  of the  rcsearchas 
rn11 1.:erned t hat they stopped the  mass band ing 
of honeyeaters when they found that i t  was 
prnviding so few resu l t s. 

Rand ing has an important role to play i n  the 
s tudy of bird migrat ion and many overseas 
studics of b ird m igration rely heav i ly  on reports 
rccc i,·cd fro m  the publ ic about the n:covery of 
handed bi rds. In Aus tra l ia  the publ ic have 
rcported the recovery of rela t ively few banded 
passerine� .  c.g. of the 28 597 Yel low-faced 
Honcyeaters and Whi te-naped Honeyeaters 
haml�d in the Aus t ra l ian Capital Territo ry on ly 
four  ( 0. 0 1 4<-7(, ) were subsequent ly reported by 
the publ ic .  I t  is important therefore that orni
thologists kccp i n  mind th-: l i ke l ihood of on ly  
relat ivdv frw recoveries f rom the public when 
thq a rc plann i ng  any projects wh ich i nvolve 
handing as a techn ique to study the m igration 
of  small passerines in Austral ia ( Wi l son 1 965, 
Purchase 1 970 ) .  As dcmonstratt:d in t h is note, 
l i t t l e  wi l l  he gained hy s imply  banding large 

n umbers of smal l  passt:rines, such as Yel low
faced Honeycaters and Whi te-naped Honeycalers, 
in the hopc that su ffic ient numbers w i l l  be 
recovered away from the handing p lace to 
provide an adequate unde rstanding of the i r  
111 igrat ions. 

I f  band ing is to b-: used success fu l ly  in 
Aus t ra l ia to study the migra t ion of smal l  passe
r ines thcn  the  st udies m ust he designed so that  
the handers themse lves. or col laborat ing handers. 
undertake to recover the h i rds wh ich arc banded. 
This is probably best ach ieved, at least in the 
ll rst place. by the band ing of la rge numbt:rs of 
birds at sewral places in a rest rictcd area. per
haps about 500 km�. or a long a suspected 
migra t ion route .  i n  o rder to gain in fo rmation 
about the i r  m igrations over .,hort distances. 
Whcre possible, this banding should be under
taken as an adjunct to  the visual st udies of  
m igration of  the type proposed by Davey, Pren
dergast and Taylor ( 1 984 ) .  These v isual studies 
wi l l  help to locate the  most su i table places at 
which to band birds and so ach ieve the best 
possible retu rn for the effort and hands wh ich 
wil l be expended. 

When an understand ing of  m igrat ion over 
short distances has been ach ieved. i t  wil l  then 
be possible to use th is i n format ion in the plan
n ing of projects designed to understand migra
t ion over m uch greater distances. 
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