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LITERATURE REVIEW 

Compiled by D. Purchase. 

This s1:c:liun is compiled from journals which ar1: ofl1:n not 
available to nnn-prokssional ornithologists in Australia. The 
following criteria ar1: used lo sekcl papers for r1:view: 

• They r1:lat1: lll species which occur in Australia and ils 
Tcrrilories: 

• They provide ,.ktails of lo.:chniques and equipment lhat may 
hc· or use in Australia: 

• They provillc ,ktaib nr studies that may he of general 
inlcn:st to Australian ornithologists. 

Journals perused: Au/.: 105(-+). I06(2): ArdC'a 76(2): l/ird.w-011e 
3(1): flokmakinie 40(:l.-n. 41(1.2): Hirwulo Nos 1.2.3: 
Mala\'1111 Natrtr<' Jouma/ 42(2 & 3): N. A111. Bird BmulC'r 13(4); 
Nmornis 35(-l). 36(2.J): Om. Beoh. 86(2): Omis F<'1111ica 
65(J.-l). 66( I): Ostrich 59(-l ). 60( 1.2): Point Rews !1ird 
Oh.1·<·n·111ory Neh's/e11a Nos 77 .X-Ui:i: Tri\f.li<· Bui/. 11(2): 
Wilson Rull. 100(-l). IOI( 1.2). 

AUSTRALIAN SPECIES 

Cranial pneumatization in the Phalacrocoracidae. Sicgcl
Causey. l)_ ( l 'IX9). Wilson Rull. IOI: 112-11-l. (lndudes Lillie 
Pied. Little Black. Pict!. and Great Cormorants. and Imperial. 
and Black-fan:d Shags.) 

Mate and nestling desertion in colonial Little Egrets. Fujioka. 
M. (l'JglJ). /111/.: 106: 292-.,02. (D..:serters left nest soon after 
single parent rnre hn:amc f..:asihlc and established new hreed
in)!. relationships.) 

The bchaviuur of bitterns and their use of habitat. Whiteside. 
A . .I. ( 19X'J). Notornis 36: X'l-95. (Ninty hours of llhsc,rvation 
of Australian Bitterns were· made in the autumn and winter 
of 1 986.) 

Inbreeding in Ospreys. l'n,tupabky. S. ( l'JX9). Wilson /Juli. 
IOI: 12-l-12h. (A ,·asc of full-sibling mating over a period or 
7 y..:ars.) 

Hunting behaviour of Blackshouldcred Kites in the Americas, 
Europe, Africa and Au.�tralia. Mendelsohn . .I. M. and Jaksic. 
F. M. (1988). Ostril'h 60: 1-12. (All populations including 
[::Janus 1101,111H of Au,aralia show sirnilar patterns of 
behaviour.) 

Maintenance energy requirements and energy assimilation 
efficiency of the Australasian Harrier. Tnllan. A. M. ( I 'JX8). 
Ard<•11 76: IXI-IXh. ( Fightcc,n food consumption trials using 
fish. day-old domestic· chicks. and laboratory mice, were econ· 
ducted with six harriers maintained within the zone of thcrmo
neutrality.) 

Development of Spotless Crake chicks. Kaufmann. G. ( 1988). 
Nommis 35: J�-1-327. ( Details of two chicks raised in 
captivity. May h<.'.lp to tt.:11 age of chicks.) 

The distribution of Banded Rails and Marsh Crakes in coastal 
Nelson and the Marlborough Sounds. Elliott. G. ( 1989). Notor
nis 36: 117-123. (The habitat requirements of each species 
were investigated and found to he different. The need to pro
tect more habitat to ensure the long-term survival of the 
Banded Kail was stressed.) 

Waders (Charadrii) and other shorebirds at Cape Recife. Algoa 
Bay, South Africa: seasonality, trends, conservation, and relia
bility of surveys. Spearpoint. J. A .. Every. 13. and Underhill. 
l.. Ci. (19XX). Ostrich 59: 166-177. (Results of 126 surveys 
made along -l km of shore between September 197X and July 
1988. Includes 2-1 sp1:cies that occur in Australia.) 

Habitat use by breeding and migrating shorebirds in south
central Saskatchewan. Colwell. M. A. and Orin!,!. L. W. 
( 1'!88). Wilson IJ11//. 100: 'i:i-1-5(1(1. (lndudcs ten species of 
waders that occur in Australia.) 

Plover's page nr plover's parasite? Aggressive behaviour of 
Golden Plover toward Dunlin. (1988). Omis fr1111irn 65: 16'!-
171.(The bd1avinur of l)unlin llying closely behind and land
ing beside Cioldcn Plover has hecn termed ·pageing·. This 
paper shows that Golden Plover with young chicks regard this 
behaviour as inlrusivc.) 

Nest habitat and nesting success of Lesser Golden-Plovers. 
Byrkjedal. I. (1989). Wilson f/11/1. IOI: 9J-%. (Nests and eggs 
on variegated lichen were harder to sec and survived better 
than those on nth..:r vegetation.) 

A Ruff at Lake Wainono. Maloney. R. (1988). Notomis 35: 
:n8. (The fourth in New Zealand.) 

Plumage color correlates with body size in the Ruff 
( f'/ri/011111c/111.,· 1111gnax/. Hoglund. J. and Lundberg. A. ( 1989). 
Au/.: 10<,: JJ6-.1J8. (fllack maks were th<: largest. brown inter
mediate. and white the s111alkst.) 

Evolutionary genetics of Phalaropes. Diltmann. D. L.. Zink. 
R. !VI. and Gerwin . .I. A. ( 1989). Auk 106: 326-JJI. (Wilson·s 
Phalarnpc is genetically distinct from the other phalarnpes.) 

A second Grey Phalarope at Lake Wainono. Maloney. R. and 
Watola. G. ( l'J89). Notomis 36: 88. (Fiflh recorded in New 
Zealand.) 

Breeding biology of Wilson's Phalaropc in southccntral Sas
katchewan. Colwell. M. A. and Oring. L W. ( 1988). Wil.wn 
Bull. 100: 5(,7-S82. (The results nf a six-year study.) 

Morepork hunting House Sparrows. Sibson. R. B. ( 1'189). 
Notumis 36: 9:'i. (Observed at dusk investigatin!,! cypresses in 
which sparrows nest and roost.) 

Early growth and development of the Common Barn-Owl's 
facial ruff. Harcsign. T. and Moiscff. A. ( 1988). Au/.: 105: 
h99-70:i. (The feath�rs llf the ruff act as acoustical reflector, 
and th..:ir growth pattern has s..:vcral implications with rcsp1:ct 
lo binaural cues available to the owls.) 
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Food sharing by sibling Common Barn Owls. Mart i .  C. D .  
( 1 989 ) .  Wi/so11 Bull. I O I :  1 32- 1 ."l-L (The first dornmcnted case 
or food sharin� amon!! sihlin!!s or the North American race of 
1he Barn Owl� ~ 

fceding behaviour of New Zealand Kingfishers at an estuary in 
winter. Hayes. L.  M. ( 1 989) .  Nmomis 36: 1 07- 1 IJ .  (H11/cyo11 
.1·1111c111 ,·11Rm1s fed only on Mud Crabs which thcy battered 
against a perch before swallowing . )  

Short summary o f  current and future research o n  the Barn 
Swallow Hirundo rustica by the State University of New York 
laboratory of William M Shields. Shields. W. M. ( 1 9X8).  
Hirnndo No. I :  8- 1 1 .  

Long summary of current and future research on the Barn 
Swallow (Hirundo rustica) by the State University of New York 
laboratory of William M. Shields. Anon. ( l 98X ) .  llim11do No. 
2: 7- 1 5 .  (The ,auses and consequences of group l iving. and 
the social behaviour have been studied since 1 979. ) 

Female choice and sexual tail ornaments in the swallow 
Hirundv rustica. Moller. A. P .  ( 1 988). 1/irwulo No. I :  ."l-5 . 
( Naturally mTurring long-1ai lcd males were shown to lwve a 
higher seasonal reproductive success than tlwsc with short 
tails. This was then tcstcd i.:xperimentally hy adj ust ing the 
length of ta i ls bdure the start of the breeding season . )  

Mud pellets fixed in a row by Welcome Swallows Hirundo 
ncoxcna. Umwn . R . .I . and Brown. M. N .  ( l lJ8'J ) .  llim11do 
No. 3: 5 - 6 . (Two pairs were observed to undl'rtake this pre
l iminary lll'St budding behaviour bu1 t hc reason for i t  is 
unkown . )  

Feeding behaviour  of the Fantail (Rhipidura fuliginosa). 
M,Lcan .  I .  ( j _  ( 1%'J ) .  Nowmis 36: 99-10(1. (Three feeding 
methods arc described: hawk ing: !lushing: and feeding assod
a1ions . )  

Genetic and morphological differentiation and phylogeny in 
the Australo-Papuan Scrubwrens (Sericornis, Acanthizidae). 
Christidis.  L. . Sd1odde . R. and Baverstock .  P. R .  ( 1988) .  Auk 
10S: 6 1 6 - 629 . (The i nterrelationships of 13 of the 14 spccil's 
current ly recognized were assessed by protein elcc
trophon:sis. ) 

TECHN IQUES AND ANALYSES 

A capture technique for Burrowing Owls. Barrentine, C. D. 
and Ewing. K .  D .  ( 1 988). N .  Am. Hird Ba11der 13 :  l ll7. (A  
simple method using nooses which may have application for 
the capture of other species . )  

Construction of poles for double-tiered mist nets. Chapin. R.  
E .  ( 1 988) .  N. Am.  Hird Ra11der 13:  1 08-1 119 . (A method of 
hoisting ncts up 4 m poles . )  

Nest boxes - you fix - will use - swallows. Brown. R . .I . 
and Brown. M. N .  ( 1 988 ) .  f-lirwulo No. 2: 4-7. ( A description 
of a nest hox used by Wel<.:ome Swallows. )  

Breeding behaviour of the Rcdbrcasted Swallow Hirundo 

scmirufa. Earle. R .  A .  ( 1 9X8) . Ostrich 60: 13-2 1 .  ( Describes 
method of fitt ing an observation hole to swallows· nests for 
inspection of contents and removal of chicks for examinat ion . ) 

Using precision balances to study swallow energetics. Jones. G .  
( 1 988) .  Hinmdo N o .  I :  5-8. (Nests were permanently placed 
on clcctroni, halan<.:cs so that the weight of  incubating females 
and nest lings could bc monitored cont inuously . ) 

Seasonal and diurnal hotly weight variation in titmice, based 
on analyses of individual birds. Haflorn. S .  ( 1 989 ) .  Wilso11 

811/1. 1 0 1 :  2 1 7-235. (An  electronic balance was used as a feed
ing table to attract and weigh individually rnlour-banded 
birds. ) 

Ptilochronology: feather growth bars as indicators of nutritional 
status. (iruhb. T. C. ( 1 989) .  Auk 106: 3 1 4-320. ( If a rectrix is 
plucked from a hird that is released and rcrnpturcd more than 
a month later. the width of thc growth bars on the rcplaccmcnt 
rcctrix can provide a day-by-day n:cord of t he nutri tional 
regime under which the bird had lived . )  

Singing territories and home ranges of breeding Chaffinches: 
visual observation vs. radio-tracking. l l anski .  I .  K. and Hail,1 . 
Y .  ( l 98X ) .  Omis FC1111irn 65: 97- IO:l .  ( Radio-tracking showed 
more extensive movements wi.:rc made than was indicated by 
visual observation . )  

The usefulness o f  taped Spotless Crakc calls as a census 
technique. Kaufmann.  G .  W. ( 1 988 ) .  Wilson /lull. JOO: 682-
686. ( Ri.:sponse varied to calls broadcast throughout the 
hri.:cdi ng season . )  

PAPERS OF GENERAL INTEREST 

The peninsular effect and habitat structure: bird communities 
in coniferous forests of the Hanko Peninsula, southern Finland. 
Raivio .  S .  ( 1988 ) .  Ornis fr1111irn 65: 1 29- 1 49 .  (The peninsular 
c !Tect predicts t hat thc numbers uf spccics declines towards 
the t ip .  On this basis it has been suggested that long and th in 
nature rcscrvcs arc poorer than . for cxampli.: . circular 
rcscrvcs. The pen insular dfcct was not obscrvi.:d on the 
l [anko Peninsular. possibly because uf i ts  largt: size . )  

The importance of heronries for mate attraction .  Drnulans.  D .  
( 1 988 ) .  A rdrn 76: 1 87- 192.  ( I t  i s  hypothesized that co lnnial i ty 
improves mate attraction and the probability of l inding a suit
able partner. ) 

Wing areas, wing loadings and wing spans of 66 species of 
African raptors. Mi.:ndelsohn .  J . M . .  Kemp. A. C. . Biggs. H .  
C . .  Biggs. R. and Rrown. C .  .I . ( 1 988 ) .  O.wric/1 60: 35--12.  
( Provides data on the wing areas of 855 birds . ) 

Laying dates and clutch size in the Great Tit. Pcrrins .  C. M. 
and McClccry ( 1 989) .  Wilson 811/1. 10 1 :  236-253. (Clutch size 
declines wi th laying date and also with increasing dl'l!sity of 
both  Great Tits and Blue Tits. Brccding success decreases 
seasonally. 

The conservation of birds in an urban environment - the prom
otion of invasives? Chown. S. ( 1 989) .  1/okmakicric 4 1 :  60. 
( H ighlights the threat to nat ive South African vegetat ion 
posed by planting Cractcglls cre1111/aw ( hawthorn) .  l'yrarnlllllll 
spp. ( firelhorns) .  Co1011caster spp. ( cotoneastcr ) .  and other 
exotic species. to attract birds 1 1 1  gardens. ) A similar s i tuat ion 
also tllTur, in Austral ia. 


