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REVIEW 

The Birds of Sumatra . .1. G.  van Marie and Karel H . Yoous. 
B .O.U.  Check-list No. 10 : Bri tish Ornithologists· Union, 
1988: 265 pp, 

This volume is the tenth of the British Ornithologists' 
Union·s ongoing series of checklists of diverse parts_ of the
world . This is the second frllm Indonesia. tollowmg the 
recently published The B irds of Wallacea. by C. M. N .  White 
and M .  D. Bruce. 

The manuscript was started by J.  G . van Marie. and upon 
h is premature death .  completed by K. H. Voous. Introductory 
sections present background information topography , ch'.nate .  
and vegetation. supported by detai led maps, and discuss 

OBITUARY 

Dr D. L. 'Dom ' Serventy died in  Perth on 8 August 1988, aged 
84 vcars. having been born at Brown Hill. Western Australia 
on 28 March. 1904. 

He graduated B.Sc. with first class honours from the Uni
versity of Western Australi,1 in 1931 and obtained an 185 1  
Scholarship to  the  University of Cambridge. After completing 
his doctorate there in 1933 he returned to AuMralia to an 
appointment as assistant lecturer in biology in th.e University
of Western Australia. From 1937-38 he stud ied hshenes 
biology at the School of Fisheries. University of Washington, 
wh ile holding a studentship of the Commonwealth Science 
and Industry Endowment Fund. On h is return he joined the 
C.S. I .R .  Division of Fisheries. In 1951 he transferred to the
new Wildlife Survey Sect ion of what was then the C.S.J .R.O.,
where he stayed until his retirement in 1969.

Dom was a very active researcher and an early conser
vationist at a time when such people were generally regarded 
as cranks. He belonged to many organizations, held numerous 
posts in ornithological and b iological societies. and gained 
major aw,,rds for his work. 

H is list of publications is impressive. beginning with •Birds 
of the Pallinup Estuary , Western Australia' in Emu, 26: 64-69 
( 1926). although he had contributed popular articles to the 
local papers before that. By the time that he graduated he had 
1 5  papers to his credit .  most of them on birds and mostly in 
Emu. He had catholic interests hut was more than anything a 
marine biologist and when with the Fisheries Division worked 
on tuna populations and their associated seabirds,  as well as 
on problems concerning cormorants and fisheries. 

Dom Serventy's classic long-term study of the Tasmanian 
Mutton-bird (Short-tai led Shearwater) was begun when he 
was in the l7isheries Division. h is banding of the birds al Fisher 
Island , Bass Strait .  beginning in 1 947. It is the  publications 
that came from this work by wh ich Dom is best known among 

aspects of Sumatran ornithology : cndemism . znogcography . 
breeding seasonality. migration and history of previous wo�k . 
The bulk of the book is the annotated hst of the 600 species 
recorded from the island . The annotat ions for each species 
include the status. habi tat . distribution and nesting informa
tion as these relate to Sumatra, key references, anti. occasion
ally other notes. 

This volume maintains the high standard set in previous 
ones. It will he a valuable reference for anyone interested in 
the birds of this part of Southeast Asia. 

W. E. Boles, Sydney, NSW 

seabird b iologists. These included a major and oft-quoted 
account of the migration of the young birds and the gonad 
cycle of the adults in Proc. Zoo/. Soc. Lond. 127: 489-5 10  
( 1956) and an  experimental dcmonstrat1011 of an  internal 
rhythm of reproduction (Na111re 184: 1 704-1 705 [ I 959])._ both
written with A. J. Marshall. At about the same time he devised a 
method for sexing the birds ( Emu 56: 2 I 9-221 [ I 9591). which 
has since been widely used with petrels generally . 

His recaptures of banded birds enabled him to unravel the 
breeding patterns of the mutton-birds and . in due course. lo 
discover the duration of their immaturity . He read an import
ant paper on their egg-laying timetable to the 13th Inter
national Ornithological Congress (Proc. 131h /111. Om. Congr. :
338-343 [ 1963]) . Addressing a plenary session of the Congress 
four years later, he was able to cover a range of aspects con
cerning the population ecology of the species, including the. age composi ti()n and timing of the birds ashore, the extent ol 
the pre-laying exodus and mortality patterns (Proc. 141h Im.
Orn. Congr.: 165-190 1 19671). His most recent publication on 
this species about breeding success, recruitment and d ispersal.
based on 30 years' data, was published in I 984 with P. J .
Curry (Emu 84: 7 1 -79).

Among his major interests was the problem of how Austra
lian inland birds adapt to their arid environment - sec h is 
chapter on 'B iology of Desert Birds' in /\ vian Biology Volume 
I ( 197 1 ) .  Many other topics engaged his attention from time 
to time - on Moas and the origins of flight. on the shell 
deposits created by gulls dropping molluscs lo break them , on 
the h istology of the avian testis and on birds zoogeography -
for example. He also made valuable contribut ions to avian 
monemclature , correct ing some of the errors in this field com
mi tted by Gregory Mathews and others. 

Dorn Serventy had a big influence on young naturalists. 
inspiring them by h is enthusiasm and by contacts in field and 
study, but also because he produced (with H. M .  Whitte ll) the 
first handbook t<> the birds of his state - The Birds of Wes/em 
A11s1ra/ia. This first appeared in 1948. the !;1st, fifth edition in 
1976. Th is work enabled many people interested in natural 




