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During the last three years, the Shorebird 
Study Group (Bird Observers Association of 
Tasmania) has been catching Silver Gulls Larus 

novaehollandiae with a cannon net on tip sites 
around Hobart. For our first few catches we used 
our wader cages to hold the birds. This proved to 
he most unsatisfactory because of the problem of 
trying to secure the cages to the rock hard surface 
of the tips. The cages had to be held in place with 

Figure 1. Pho1ographs showing setails of opermion of holding 
frailer (a) uupaulin removed to show 1he wooden 
boards which jrJrm 1he four co111par1111e11ts; (b) tar
pm1/in cover affixed to frailer wirh comer flaps open; 
(c) cover !railer under shade for processing of birds. 
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rocks, pieces of machinery, lumps of wood. etc .. 
which was very time consuming. In addition, the 
birds' feathers became soiled with mud formed 
by their excreta and the earthern floor. We then 
thought of using a normal car trailer. which has 
proved most successful. 

The tray of the trailer is divided into four com
partments with wooden boards (Figs. I a and 2). This 
prevents the total catch of gulls from crowding into 
one corner. The floor of the trailer is lined with 
a thick layer of newspaper to absorb excreta and 
the trailer is covered with a tarpaulin, which is 
tied down with the tic ropes. 'A" (Fig. 2) to the 
front, back and sides of the trailer (Fig. I b ). The 
corner flaps ·s· (Fig. 2) arc tied du;,n when a 
compartment is full of birds. A very important 
feature of our trailer is that air is able to circulate 
through the compartments between the gar 
formed by the top of the sides of the trailer and 
the bar ·c (Fig. 2), to which the tarpaulin is tied. 
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Figure :!. Fixin1; position of /,oards and wrpt111/in on rrailer. 

As soon as the cannon net is fl red, the trailer 
is driven to a suitable position and a maximum of 
25 gulls is placed in each compartment and the 
flaps of the tarpaulin secured. If the day is hot, 
the trailer is driven to the nearest shade (Fig. le). 
where we process the birds. On completion the 
newspapers are rolled up and dumped on the tip. 
leaving a remarkably clean trailer! 


