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prettly spotted stage of plumage. were as large
as their parents.” Plarrison (1973) 0 repeated
by Cramp (1983), noted: “down  whitish-grey
with black spots on crown and wings and black
maottling tending to form streaks on back. Bill
ohve-vellow,  legs  orange-vellow. s dark
brown.’

I recently had the opportunity of banding «
Lesser Crested Tern chick o day or two old. 1
was unable to take detailed notes at the time
because of the possibility of predation by Silver
Gulls Larus novaehollandiae, and recorded the
Tolfowing notes after lTeaving the wrea: the chick
wis overall @oereamy-grey coloured down with a
rather thing dull orange bill. Although the carlier
authors did not draw attention o the sizes of the
bills of cither species. T found that the bill of the
Lesser Crested Tern was noticeably thinner than
those of Crested Tern chicks at the same age.
Colour ditferences of the bills served as a turther
vuide.

Shortly after banding the first chick, a second
was caught, running with hundreds of Crested
Fern chicks that ranged trom a couple of days old
to almost flving stage. This chick, probably o day
older thun the first one, was similar in plumage
and bill detals. T was casilv identified among the
speckled Crested Tern chicks of similar age.

I thank Walter Boles for his comments and
suggestions on the original draft.

REFERENCES

Campbelb, AT (1901 "Nests and Fggs of Australian Birds.”
2. (Author: Shettield. )

Cramp, S. (edl) (1985), "Handbook of the Birds of Europe.
the Middle tastand North America.” 4. (Oxtord University
Prews: Oxtford.)

Harrison. C. (1973). A Field Guide to the Nest. Eges and
Nestlings of Brtish and LEuropean Birds.” (Quadrangle:
London )

Mathews, G ML and Iredale. T, (1921). A manual of the
Birds of Australia.” 1. (H. F. & G, Witherby: London.)

S. G. LANE
Fot o, Iairview Road, Moonce. via Cofts Flarbour,
NSW 2450,
Received 1 July 1990

Editorial comment: This note reveals a not uncommaon
problem where colonial birds nest in close proximity. Further
mformation on the identification of chicks will be welcomed.
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OBITUARY

ALLEN FREDERICK COOPER LASHMAR
1917-1993

Allen Lashmar known alfechinnately 1o many as the {ather
of ornithology on Kangaroo Island. died in Fhnders medical
Centre on Christmas Dav 19930 afier @ protracted battle with
a Kidney condition that sadly ke pthim all but houscbound for
the lasttive vears ol hisdite, Even during those vears he con-
tnucd his mterest an birds by working on papers and
cncouraging others mvolved mornithological pursuits

He had been banding birds since 1966 and up until his illness
toak hold he had banded some 7 730 birds of 77 species —
which included 379 Greyv-backed Silvereves! During his
litetime he recorded 29 previously unrecorded species for the
Island. He became an canly member ol the Australion Bird
Study - Association nd  contributed  several wrticles o its
journals

In respect ol Allen's contribunion to ornithology he was
awarded o Felecom Advanee Australia Medal i 19860, Later.
m UsY. Dr R Schodde. involved ar o taxonomical review ol
the vanous races ol Western Whip-bird. ninmned the Kangaroo
Esland sub-specices 2. lusmare: Then. as part of the National
Parks Cemenary celehranons in 1991, 100 past and fiving
South Australians were recognized for their individuad con-
ribution to conservation - the State. Allen’s name was
deservedly on that Henour Roll

Allen ok am actve interest m commumiy attirs, standing
lor two terms as a Counallor tor the local District Counel.
He was also o tounding maewber of the Kangaroo Island
National Parks and Wildtite Consuhtative Comnutiee. serving
untl il health forced his retirement in 1989, {t was his short
discussion paper to that committee m 1984, cnutied "The
Hooded Plover. does whase @ future”” that prompted our
joint six-year study of that species, resulting in the capture
and individual colour banding ol 263 plovers — with around
2 500 recapture notes and another manuseript in preparation!

Allen lived 1o see the dedicanon of Lashmar Conservation
Park at Antechamber Bay just days betore his hospitalization.
The park was part of the original Lashmar holding and n was
Allen’s wishe made several decades carlier, that it should
never be eleared.

Between January 1938 and August 19500 Allen kept a
running diary of his observations, but later all his obscrva-
lions, and those of others reported 1o him, were meticulously
recorded on i card file system that now forms an invaluable
record of the changing status of some species and o base
record for many others on Kangaroo Island.

ICis planned that these records will be duplicated clectron-

ically and used as the basis for bird records of note for the
tslund. with the originals heing properly archived.
Allen™s spirit lives on — in the distamt fight ol o sca cagle

over @ wild coast and in the intinite grace of an albatross
offshore

Terry Dennis



