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prettilv �potted stage or plumage. were as lan:!,e 
as their parent�.· I larrison ( 197:'i). repeat�d 
h, Cramp ( l l)X:'i). noted: ·down whitish-grey 
with hl;1d, spoh on crown and win!!.S and black 
nHHtlin!!. tcndin!!. to rorm streaks o'n hack. Bill 
olin·-,·e�lllm. !�gs mange-\'ellow. Iris dark 
brn\\'n .

. 

I recently h;1d the llpportunity or bamling :1 
I .c�ser CrL'Sl\.'d Tern chick a da, or two \lid. I 
w:Is unable to take detailed mi.tes at the time 
becatt\e or the possihilitv nf predation lw SiJq:r 
C�ulls l .arns 1101·11('/wlla11diac, and recorded the 
l"ollo \\'it1!!. notes after lca,·in!!. the area: tilL' chick 
\\as u,e;,111 a crc,Imv-!!.rev c:11ourcd down with a 
rather thin. dull ora(1Qc b-ill. Althott!!_h the earlier 
auth11rs did not draw\1ttcntion to the sizes of the 
bill� of either species. I round that the bill of the 
I .L'"cr Crcqed Tern was 1wticeahlv thinner than 
those of CrL·sted T cm chicks at the ,a111e age. 
Colour differences ,if the hills served ;Is a further 
guide. 

Shon!, artn bandin!!. the first chick. a second 
was ec1u�ht. runninQ ,�·ith hundreds nf Crested 
Tnn chic·ks that ranged from a couple of days old 
lo ,tlmost flying st,Ige. This chick. probably ,1 day 
older than lhL· lir,t ,me. was similar in plumage 
and hill details. It \\'<1S c<1�ily ickntified among the 
speckled Crc,ted Tern chick� of �imilar age. 

I thank Walter Boles for his comments and 
suggestions on the original draft. 
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Editnrial comment: Thi-., note rcvcab a nnt u1Kommon 
1,rnhle111 where colonial bird, 11cs1 in close proximity. runher 
i11fnnnatiu11 on thl' idcntil!<.:ation of chi<.:ks will he wek:om...::d. 
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r\llL'n I a,h111a1. �110,,·11 :1lkcli1>11atcl\ to 111am a, the · la1her 
of ornitl\lllot!\ 011 Kan!(an>o !,land. died in Flindcr, 111,·dical 
Centre 011 (i;ristnw, I):,\ I'll/.,. aft,, a prnl"tcted halllL' \\ilh 
a kidney c1>11diIi,>11 that ,adl \ kt:pl him all hut hou,chound for 
the· la,I li\'c \car, ol hi, lik. l:\e'n during those · \'car, he · L'Oll· 
tinul'd hi, 111t1..·11. .. ·,t 111 hi1d-.. h� ,,u, !-..in!,! 011 pi.tpcr, �111d 
L'lll'Ouraµin_!.!. uthl..'1, 111\'oh·L•d 1ll urnitilCllogical pur,uih. 

He· h;1d he ·,·n handin� hird, ,111e·e I 'JC>(> and up until hi, illness 
took hold he had h,11Hkd ,0111,· 7 7.10 bird, of 77 specie, -
\\hich induded --1 37'J (;,-,•,-hacked Sil1·erc,e, 1 Durinc: hi, 
likti1nc he rccnrdcd 2'! pre�·1ou,il 1111r,corde�l specie, r,;,. th,· 
Island. I le bec1111e' ;111 e;11I1 n1c·111hn ol the 1\u,trali:111 Bird 
Stu1..h ,\:-.,oci:ttitHl ;md contrihutcd ,c,·L'r;tl ariick.., lo it, 
jot1n;;II, 

In rc,flL'l'l or 1\lk·n , 1..'011trihut1on to orn1tholot-!� Ile \\H:-. 
.1,,ardcd d l\;kcom .\lh..incc ,\u'-lralia i\lcdal Ill J\)i'\6. Lak·r. 
111 11.JXlJ. l)r R. '>chndlh.'. i1n·nhcd Ill .t t�IXP!lnmic.tl rc,·1L''' 1.ll 
th1... · ,:1nuu ... ra1.:c, tll \\'c,11...·rn \\ htp•hird. 11;111H.:d lhl. ' K,111µarPu 
1-..land ,uh-,pcci1..·, /'. 11. l,nnwn. l'h1..·11. :i..., part Pl the '\.itiP11�il 
P�1rk-.. ('cni. .. .  ·11�1n l·1..·khr;ll1nn, m jl)lJI. 100 pa,1 and li,ing 
South ,\u-..tralians ,, L"rc recognized !or thL·ir indi, 1du;il cPn
trihution to con:-,L'n·�1tion 111 the Slate. ·\lkn', lli1111c wa, 
de,cn edil nn Iha1 1 l«nour Rnll 

.,\llc11 lllPI-. .111 ,tt"ll\'l .. · i11t1...•n,_·,11111..:tHn111u1111� ,1tl.11r,. "-l�t11d1ng 
lur (\\o ll'rm, d"' .t ( ·l.Hl!ll'll!ur fo1 thL· local l)i..,trict Council. 
t k \\ a.., abP a !tlUl\di11� 1nl"111hL·1 pf tile K�111�aroo ),I.ind 
\1;1tio11:tl Park� and \\'ildlik t ·on .... ultati\'c ( \l111111i11cc . ..,cn·m� 
until ill hc;tllh forc·ed hi, retire·me·111 in J<):-,<). ll "''" hi, ,hon 
di,e11ssi,H1 papc:I 10 Ih;1I c,>1111nit1c, 111 1%,-1. e·1111tkd 'Th,· 
I ltltH.kd Ph1\·cr. doc" 11 h:t\'l' d lutur..:··· that prnmplL'd \llll" 
joint '.'-ix-yc;1r ... tudy of 1ha1 ,pccic\. rc,tdting. m th1..,• c�tpturc 
and indiYidual colour handing ol 26) plover, - with around 
2 _:'.;()() rcrapturc note" and a11ot'1L·1 111;111u .... c . .-ript i11 pn.:parat1qn! 

,\llcn li,·L'd to ,cc the lkdic111011 of La..;hm.tr Cnn..;crvation 
Park at ,\11techa111ber 13.ty ju,1 day, before hi, hospiIalizaIion. 
The park ,,•;1" part of 1hc ori�inal La,hmar holding and 1t was 
,\IIL'n·, \\'ish. 111a,k sever.ti decade, ,:arlin. tha1 ii ,hould 
ne\'c1 h� clc:ncd. 

Bct\\'ccn �hmu41ry J l)JX and /\ugu..,I ! lJ50. A!kn kept a 
ru11ning diary ot his obscn·ations. hu1 later all hi, oh,crva
lions. and 1hosc of nthns reported IP him. \\'Cr<.: mcticulm"ly 
n:cord<:d on a c;ml file w,Icm thal no\\' form, an inl'aluablc 
rt:cord nf 1hc changi11� ,1:11u .... of '\ome ,pccics and :i ha"c 
rcnird fpr llli.lll) Plhl'r'- 011 h:.;111�:troo bland. 

It is planned that these· re-cord, Ll'ill he duplicated cketrun
icall) and used a, 1h.: ha,i, for bird record, pf not,· f,1r thL' 
I,1:ind. with the originals hcin� prupe•rly archived. 

Allc.:11'..; ..;pirit live, tH1 - in 1hc di,1<1nt llig.ht ol ;1 --.c:i L':tgk 
over a wild coa\l ;111d in the infinite µrace of an albt1trO!-IS 
offshore. 

Terry Dennis 


