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1 n 1990/91 the ,itllation wor�cnnl uwin!.! to sand 
rcmo,·:tl. tidal inllndation and co111i11L1cd t)rcssurc 
from human recn:a1ion on the sand stockpile 
:1rca. Despite thL' erect inn or a protective h;1rrier 
a11d ,varning �ig11s. 011lv two vou11g were hatched. 
,tlthOll!.!h 11011ec fledged. Fnrtu11:1tclv. two \/()Lill!.! 
prndu�ed from 011e ;1est 011 the less tlisturhetl Po1�t 
Butanv ,ite lkdged: bllth young were bamled. 

A reprie\'e came for the breeding Little Terns 
of Bu1a11v Ba,· i11 J(JlJl/92. :"lestin!.! occurred 011 a 
,mall ,a1id-,p-it (.1-1"l'S. l.:'il''()'Et severed rrom 
the mainl:1nd. near Tm\Ta Point at the southern 
e11d or 1301a11,· Ua\'. Nestill!.! had hee11 recorded 
frnrn Towra Point-ill pre\'il;us ,casons hut there 
\\"as no i11for111atio11 on lw,\· well the colonv had 
done (Smith 1990). 

We \\'Cre late in dctectin!.! 1hc cnln1n in 1991/92. 
Brccdi11!.! ,,·as well under ,�av when I�. Kin!.!srord 
(per,. Cl;mm.) di,cm·ercd ,q;pro:xim:ttely 1< adult 
p:1ir, 111 11rcL·ding plu1nage and tWll downy young. 
On ,uh,cqucnt ,,·L-ckly ,isih to the colony wc 
.:nuntcd 11p Ill nine adulh :1t a time in breeding 
plum:tgl· ,111,I estimated that from nine clutches 16 
:,uung llLdgL'd (eight llf these were handed with 
mct<1i n, nd,: ti,·c rccci,·ed colnL1r hands as well as 
their numbered Al3l313S metal hand). The 
11umhcr nf n1u11g \un·i,·ing per clutch probably 
n,·cr-estimnte, the true ,un·i\·al rate ,ts 110 reliable 
ligures \\-Cre obtained on the total number ot nests 
ur C!.!!.!s. Pairs arc known to la\' more than one 
clutc"h-in a scaSlln. should there 6e an early failure 
(Smith l99lJ). OL1r estimate indicated that 
appn1ximately I 7 young per clutch had fledged. 
I li!.!h �urvival rates h,l\C not hcen recorded in 
Hntany Ray since 1980/81. when 0.-11 young per 
clutch fledged (Larkins 198-1). 

There is hope that nesting by Little Terns 
at the southern end or Botany Bay will be 
permanent. Management or the habitat and 
colon,· hv the New South Wales National Parks 
and WiiLllifc Service will certainly be made easier 
bv the semi-remote nature of the location. com
p;ired with previous sites. 

No handed ynung have yet been retrapped, 
however one nesting bird bearing colour hands 
was sighted in 1990/91. This bird was banded by 
the Victorian Wader Study Group on 4 M,1rch 
1989 at Spermwhalc Head. Victoria. 

We wish to thank David Pridclel, Nick Carlile. 
Richard Jordan and others mentioned in the text 
for their help and observations. 
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DIFFERENTIATING CRESTED AND 

LESSER CRESTED TERN CHICKS 

Crested Terns S1er1w hergii and Le�scr Crested 
Terns S. he11g11/e11sis n.:gularly breed together in 
mixed colonies whcrl' their hrel'din!! distributions 
overlap. I had often wondered \;hat prnblems 
would be encountered in identifying the chicks of 
the two species for banding. Differences in 
published descriptions of the twn species 
suggested that this should be possible, although 
direct comparisons between the species were not 
made. 

Mathews and Iredale (p. 93) described downy 
Crested Tern mcstlings as: 'dirty white above 
and below, 1he upper surface with a few brown 
speckles. but pattern not discernible. Iris pale 
brown: legs and feel brownish-white: bill white.' 
I larrison ( 1975) stated simply: ·down mottled and 
variable. silvery-grey to olive-green.' From my 
observations. downy Crested Tern nestlings are 
usually well speckled with black. The bill is dirty 
white or dull grey: it is also rather thick� a heavy 
type bill. 

Campbell (p. 836). from an observation by J. 
Walker describin!.! a Lesser Crested Tern runner 
just before flying� wrote: ·the young ones, in a 
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pre t t i l v  �potted stage or p l umage . were as lan:!,e 
as the i r  parent� . ·  I larrison ( 1 97:'i ) .  repeat�d 
h, Cramp ( l l)X:'i ) .  noted: ·down whit ish-grey 
w i t h  hl;1d, spoh on crown and win!!.S and black 
n H H t l i n !!. tcndin!!. to rorm streaks o'n hack . B i l l  
o l in·-,·e� l l lm .  !�gs mange-\'ellow. I ri s  dark 
brn\\' n .

. 

I recen t l y  h;1d t he llpport un i ty  or bamling :1 
I .c�ser CrL'Sl\.'d Tern chick a da, or two \lid. I 
w:Is unable t o  take detai led mi.tes at t he t ime  
becatt\e or the  poss ih i l i t v  nf predation lw S i Jq:r 
C�u l l s  l .arns 1101 · 11('/wlla11diac, and recorded the 
l"o l lo\\' i t 1 !!. notes after lca,· in!!. the area:  t i lL' chick 
\\ as u, e;,1 1 1  a crc,I mv-!!.rev c:11ourcd down with a 
rather  t h i n .  d u l l  ora(1Qc b-i l l .  A l t hott!!_h the earl ier 
aut h11rs did not draw\1t tcnt ion to t he sizes of  the 
b i l l �  of e i ther  species. I round that  the  b i l l  of t he 
I .L'"cr Crcqed Tern was 1wticeahlv t h i n n e r  t han 
those of  CrL·sted T c m  chicks at the ,a111e age . 
Colour d i ffe rences ,if the hi l l s  served ; Is a further 
guide.  

Shon!, artn bandi n!!. the  first ch ick .  a second 
was ec1u�h t .  runninQ ,�· i th  h undreds nf Crested 
Tnn chic·ks that ranged from a couple of days old 
lo ,tlmost fly ing  st,Ige. This chick.  probably ,1 day 
older than lhL· lir,t ,me. was s imi lar  in  plu mage 
and h i l l  deta i ls .  I t  \\'<1S c< 1� i ly ickntif ied among the  
speckled Crc,ted Tern chick� of  � im i lar  age . 

I thank  Walter Boles for h is  comments and 
suggest ions on the or ig ina l  draft. 
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Editnrial comment: Thi-., note rcvcab a nnt u1Kommon 
1,rnhle111 where colonial bird, 11cs1 in close proximity. runher 
i 1 1 fnnnatiu11 on thl' idcnt i l!<.:ation of chi<.:ks wil l he wek:om...::d. 
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r\llL'n I a,h11 1a 1 . � 1 10,,·11 : 1 lkcl i 1 > 1 1atcl\ to 11 1am a, the· la1her 
of ornit l\l llot!\ 011 Kan!(an>o !,land. died in Flindcr, 111,·dical 
Centre 011 ( i;ristnw, I):,\ I 'll/., . aft,, a prnl"tcted halllL' \\ i lh 
a kidney c1>11diIi,>11 that ,adl\ kt:pl him all hut hou,chound for 
the· la,I li\'c \car, ol hi, l ik .  l:\e'n during those· \'car, he· L'Oll· 
t i nul'd hi, 1 1 1 t1..· 11. .. · ,t 111 h i 1d-.. h� ,,u, !-..in!,! 011 pi.tpcr, �111d 
L' lll'Ouraµin_!.!. uthl..'1, 1 1 1\'oh·L•d 1ll urnit i l C l logical pur,uih. 

He· h;1d he·,·n handin� hird, ,111e·e I 'JC>(> and up unt i l  hi, i l lness 
took hold he had h,11Hkd ,0111,· 7 7.10 bird, of 77 specie, -
\\hich induded --1 37'J ( ; ,-,• , -hacked Sil1·erc,e, 1 Durinc: hi, 
l ikt i 1nc he rccnrdcd 2'! pre�·1ou,il 1111 r,corde�l specie, r,;,. th,· 
Island. I le bec1111e' ;111 e;1 1 I1 n1c·111hn ol the 1\u,trali:111 Bird 
Stu1..h ,\:-.,oci:ttitHl ;md contrihutcd ,c,·L'r;tl ariick.., lo it, 
jot1n;;II, 

In rc,flL'l'l or 1\lk·n , 1..'011trihut1on to orn1tholot-!� Ile \\H:-. 
.1,,ardcd d l\; kcom .\lh..incc ,\u'-lralia i\lcdal Ill J \)i'\6. Lak·r. 
1 1 1  11.JXlJ. l)r R .  '>chndlh.'. i1n·nhcd Ill .t t�IXP!lnmic.tl rc,· 1L''' 1. l l  
t h1...· , : 1nuu ... ra1.:c, t l l  \\'c,11...·rn \\ htp•hird. 11; 1 11H.:d lhl.' K,1 1 1µarPu 
1-..land ,uh-,pcci1..·, /'. 11. l,nnwn. l'h1..·11. :i..., part Pl the '\.i t iP11�il 
P�1rk-.. ( 'cni. ... ·11�1n l·1..·khr; l l 1nn, m j l)lJ I .  1 00 pa,1 and l i, i ng 
South ,\u-..tralians ,, L"rc recognized !or thL·ir indi, 1du;il cPn
trihution to con:-,L'n·�1tion 111 the Slate .  ·\lkn', lli1111c wa, 
de,cn edil nn Iha1 1 l«nour Rnll 

.,\llc11 lllPI-. .111 ,tt"ll\'l .. · i 1 1 t 1...•n,_·,1 1 1 1 1..:tHn1 1 1 u 1 1 1 1 �  ,1tl.11r,. "-l�t11d1ng 
lur (\\o ll'rm, d"' .t ( ·l.Hl!ll' l l !ur fo1 thL· local l)i..,trict Council. 
t k \\ a.., abP a !tlUl\di11� 1nl" 1 1 1hL· 1  pf tile K�111�aroo ),I.ind 
\1;1tio11:t l Park� and \\'i ldlik t ·on .... ul tat i\'c ( \l111111i11cc . ..,cn·m� 
unt i l  i l l hc;tllh forc·ed hi, retire·me·111 in J<):-,<). l l  "''" hi, ,hon 
di,e11ssi,H1 papc:I 10 Ih; 1 I  c,> 111 1nit1c, 111 1 %,-1. e· 1 1 1 1 tkd 'Th,· 
I l tltH.kd Ph1\·cr. doc" 11 h:t\'l' d lu tur..: · · ·  that prnmplL'd \ ll l l" 
joint '.'-ix-yc;1r ... tudy of 1ha1 ,pccic\. rc,tdting. m t h1..,• c�tpturc 
and indiYidual colour handing ol 26) plover, - with around 
2 _:'.;()() rcrapturc note" and a1 1ot' 1L· 1  1 1 1 ; 1 1 1u .... c . .-ript i11 pn.:parat1qn! 

,\llcn li,·L'd to ,cc the lkdic111011 of La..;hm.tr Cnn..;crvation 
Park at ,\ 11techa111ber 13.ty ju,1 day, before hi, hospiIalizaIion. 
The park ,,•;1" part of 1hc ori�inal La,hmar holding and 1t was 
,\IIL'n·, \\' ish. 111a,k sever.ti decade, ,:arlin. tha1 i i  ,hould 
ne\'c1 h� clc:ncd. 

Bct\\'ccn �hmu41ry J l)JX and /\ugu..,I ! lJ50. A!kn kept a 
ru11n ing diary ot his obscn· ations. hu1 later all h i, oh,crva
l ions. and 1hosc of nthns reported IP h im.  \\'Cr<.: mcticulm"ly 
n:cord<:d on a c;ml file w,Icm thal no\\' form, an inl'aluablc 
rt:cord nf 1hc changi1 1� ,1:11u .... of '\ome ,pccics and :i ha"c 
rcnird fpr llli.lll) Plhl'r'- 011 h:.;111�:troo bland. 

I t  is planned that t hese· re-cord, Ll' i l l  he dupl icated cketrun
icall) and used a, 1h.: ha,i, for bird record, pf not,· f,1r thL' 
I,1:ind. with the originals hcin� prupe•rly archived. 

Allc.:11'..; ..;pirit live, tH1 - in 1hc di,1< 1nt llig.ht o l  ; 1 --.c:i L':tgk 
over a wild coa\l ;1 1 1d in the in f in i te µrace of an albt1trO!-IS 
offshore. 

Terry Dennis 


