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Co-operative Mechanisms for the Conservation of Albatrosses
R. Gales. 1993,
Government Printer. Hobart. 132 pp.

This report was commissioned by the Australtan Neaure
Conservation Ageney. Canberra. from where copies may be
obtained. An account is given ot the status of cach ol the 14
spectes. Three factors became apparent to the author.

Lo There is an alarming paucity of information regarding such
basic paramcters as size of breeding populations and
demographic data.

2. For species where population size has been monitored,
many of the populations are shawing dramatic declines in
numbers.

3. Dareet mortality associated with fishing practices repre-

sents the major threats to the survival of albatrosses.”

Direct mortality associated with  commercial lishing is
reported for 12 of the Tspecies of albatrosses. The future of
albatrosses is bleak unless there s a co-operative effort by all
nations involved to develop and apply measures to reduce this
mortality, Albatrosses are not the only scabirds Killed, but
they like others wath a low productive rate (the Wandering
Albatross only breeds every sceond vear and does not com-
mence o breed until over 10 years old) are highly vulnerable,

Any persons concerned about the status of albatrosses
should read this report.

M. D. Murray, Pymble

Review and Analysis of Albatross Banding Wata held by the
Australian Bird and Bat Banding Schemes

H. Battam and L. [5. Smith, 1993,

Australian National Parks and Wildlife, Canberra. 163 pp.

This report (Rescarch and Consultancy Agicement No
138) gives recovery data for Wandering, Black-browed, Shy.
Yellow Nosed., Grey-headed and Light-mantled Albatrosses
banded on various islands in the Southern Ocean. More
detatled data is given from the study of the Wandering
Albatross which commenced in 1956 oft the New South Wales
coast at Bellambio Over the Tast 20 years. a dechine in numbers
has occurred and immature and young birds are now rarcly
scen. Reasons for the deeline are discussed. Information on
the Japancese long-line fishing effort in the Tasman Sca is
aiven. This s a report which all concerned with the declining
status of atbatrosses should read.

M. D. Murray, Pymble

Atlas of the Southern Hemisphere Albatrosses
W. L. N. Tickell, 1993. 9 pp.

A series of 1O maps is presented of the Southern Hemi-
sphere centred around Antarctica with the occans divided into
a5 by 5 degree grid, shaded to indicate that the albatross
species has been sighted in the grid. The breeding islands of
cach species are marked. Maps are given for Diomedea
exulans. D. epomaophora. D. nelanophyrys. D. chrysostoma.
D. chlororvuchos. D. bullert, D. cawta. Phoebetria fusca and
P. palpebrara. The maps are produced on A4 paper and are
obtamable  from  the author  (Department  of - Zoology.
University of Bristol, Bristol. BSS 1UG. UK).

M. B. Murray, Pymble



