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I f  the Y C  of m ales within a flock a re t he sam e, 
then mate recogn it ion cou ld  be mistaken for flock 
recognition in playback e xperiments .  This wou ld  
nee d to be in vest igated further with playback 
e xperiments usin g  YC's of diffe rent m em bers of 
a flock. and  m em bers of different flocks . In  
migratory Silvereyes , the YC may be used for 
flock cohesion and othe r cal ls used for m at e  
recognit ion . For exam ple, the frequency range of 
the l inear calls is a l ikel y can didate in such recog
n it ion .  Zann ( I 984) found such a s ituat ion in t he 
distance call of t he m ale  Zebra Finch Poephi/a 
gut/a/a , it possess ing large inter- individual differ
ences which facil it ated the locat ion of the m al e  by 
its mate in t he large flocks that form in the non
breedin g season.  

Further  in vestigat ions of the patte rn of VC use 
in m igrat ory Sil vereyes m ay be useful in  providing 
a means of studying t he patterns of  migration of 
the ma le  Silve rc yc in Australia by t he recording 
and analys is of the ir YC. 
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This is the th ird in the planned series of six aviculture 
special ist books covering the Austra l ian Psittaciformes. This 
volume covers the genus Neophe11w. The previous two deal t  
wi t h  lorikeets and cockatoos and were reviewed in  Corella l l :

I ] 2  and 1 4: 78 respectively. 

Stan Sindel and J im Gill have drawn from their extra
ordinarv 80-odd years combined avicultural experience to 
produce another magni ficent volume. It follows the successful 
format of its predecessors with chapters which discuss the 
housing. diets and management of birds. The chapter on 
d i seases was written by J im .  who not only obviously possesses 
vast knowledge of aviculturc but is also widely acclaimed as 
one of the most knowledgeable avian vets in t he count ry .  A
chapter is also devoted to each of the seven species. These 
species profiles provide information on such subjects as 
classificat ion . earl iest report s .  range , habitat and field notes, 
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breeding in the wi ld .  avicultural history. sexing. display, nesting 
requ i rements, incubation and development of the young and 
a lot of information on al l  known aviary m utat ions.  The 
species accounts also include distribution maps and numerous 
colour photographs which i l lustrate mature birds,  developing 
ncstl i ngs and various mutations. 

I n  drawing from their  immense personal experience and 
those of many other eminent avicu l turists, the authors have 
produced another fine reference book which should be a 
'must' for anyone who keeps or intends to keep and breed the 
species involved .  Both of the earl ier books in  th is series have 
become standard avicu l tura l  reference works and no doubt 
the new book will achieve the same high status. I am also 
sure, however. that the book will prove LO be of considerable 
interest to those who simply seek to improve their knowledge , 
but do not keep aviary birds. 

This is a l imi ted edit ion book which is not avai lable in book
shops . It can be purchased through avicul ture societies or 
d irect from the publisher Singil Press. P .O .  Box 9 ,  A ustra l ,  
NSW 2 1 7 1 .  
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Ermington, NSW 


