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DATA EXCHANGE 

SEXUAL DIMORPHISM IN BILL LENGTHS OF 

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus variegatus 

Measurements of exposed culmens of twelve fernaks and 
fourteen maks from museum collections in 13rishanc. Sydney 
and Melbourne were taken to nearest 0. I mm. 

Males (mean ± S. ll.): 7(i_,; 111111 ± :u; (range li!l.'.1-ll I .:I). 
ll = I.J. 

Pc males (mean ± S. I l.): 8,1.(; 1111n ± :1.6 (rarrge 80. 1-89. 7). 
11 = 12. 

Females had significantly longer bills (1 = -5.7. d.f. = 24. 
p < 0.005). Sexual dimorphism in bill kngth has been 
rcc:orded for rnriega111s previously from birds collected in 
Indonesia (Cramp. S. 1983). However. Ali and Ripley (1969) 
noted that •in this race (variegat11s) there is apparently no 
difference in size between the sexes·. 

I am grateful to Glen Ingram. Walter Boles and Belinda 
Gillies for access to the collections under their care. 
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