
May, 1992 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Compiled by D. Purchase and M. 0. Murray. 

This section is compiled from journals which arc often not 
available 10 non-professional ornithologists in Australia. The 
following criteria arc used lo select papers for review: 

• They relate to specie, which occur in Australia and its 
Tt:rritorics: 

• They provide details of techniques and equipment that may 
be of use in Australia: 

• They provide dctaib of studies that may be of general 
interest to Australian ornithologists. 

Journals perused: 1\11k 107(4). 108( I. 2. 3): ,1rdea 79( I): Bird­
ing i11 So111hem Aji·ica 42(-1): Living Bird 10(3. 4): L'Oi.m111x 
er R.F.O. 61(1. 2. 3): Om. lieob. 87(4): 0.wriclr 61(3. 4): 
Seahird 11. 12. 13: Wilson li11/I. 102(3. 4). 103(1. 2. 3). 

PAPERS Of GENERAi. INTEREST 

Scawatching from the Cape Peninsula. Fraser. M. and 
McMahon. L. ( I lJ90) Rinling in Sot11/iem Aji-ica 42: 118-122. 
(Observing seabirds from the Cape of Good Hope.) 

Albatross: bird of mystery and myth. Ridl . .I. ( l lJlJI). Living 
Bird 10(-1): 1-1-19. (How the alha1rns, may have got its 
reputation of bringing had luck.) 

Save our shearwaters. Rauzon. M. J. (1991). Living Bird 
10(2): 28-32. (Each year about I 500 fledgling Newell's Shear­
watcrs. which have been at1racted to the city lights on the 
Hawaiian island of Kauai. arc rescued. rehabilitated. and 
released.) 

The breeding biology of Cory's Shcarwater Calonectris diomedea 
bore;ilis on Berlenga Island, Portugal. Granadciro. J. P. 
( 199 I). Seahird 13: 30--39. (The chronology of breeding cycle 
is given: summer visitors arc causing increased disturbance.) 

Onset of breeding by Cape Gannets Morus c;ipensis influenced 
by availability of nesting material. Oslrich 61: 147-149. (The 
collection of guano from breeding areas may delay the onset 
of breeding by lllOrc than a month.) 

Sexual size dimorphism and parental care patterns in a 
monomorphic and dimorphic Larid. Quinn. J. S. (1990). Auk 
107: 260-274. (Caspian Tern males provided greater numbers 
and total mass of prey to chicks than did their mates.) 

Sabine's Gull Larus sabini breeding at the mouth of the Taimyra 
River, Siberia. Yesou, P. (1991). L'Oseau el R.F.O. 61: 
142-148. (Data on breeding and behaviour at western limit of 
Palearctic breeding range.) 

Early experience and vegetation preferences in Common Tern 
chicks. Burger, J. and Gochfcld. M. (1990). Wilson !Juli. 102: 
328-333. (Experimental results indicate that when startled, 
chicks run lo a vegetation type with which they became familiar 
during their first week of life.) 
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Breeding terns in Britian and Ireland 1980-1984. Thomas, G. 
L .. Underwood. L. A. and Partridge. J. K. ( 1989). Seabird 
12: 20-31. (A continuation of regular monitoring with a special 
effort on regions previously poorly covered.) 

Sandwich Terns Sternu sandvicensis feeding juveniles during 
autumn migration around the NW Iberian Peninsula. fc;rnandcz­
Cordeiro. A. and Costas. R. (1991). Seabird 13: 70-71. 
(Juveniles were fed during migrntinn and fur some while at 
the wintering grounds.) 

The effects of disturbance on the growth of young Common 
Guillemots Uria aa/ga. Hatchwell. B . .I. ( 1989). Srnbird 12: 
35-39. (Regular disturbance influenced adversely fledging 
weight. and for this reason care is required when comparing 
data from different sources.) 

lnterspccific and age-related differences in the handling time of 
discarded fish by scavenging seabirds. Hudson. /\. V. ( 1989). 
Seabird 12: 40-44. (The speed with which various bird species 
could consume fish of different species and sizes varied.) 

A note on the diet of Razorbills Alea tore/a wintering off 
Portugal. l3cja R. P. (1989). Seahird 12: 11-U. (Pilchards arc 
an important food.) 

Post chick leaving behaviour of the Razorbill Alea torda as 
shown by radio-telemetry. Wanless. S .. Morris. J. A. and 
1 larris. M. P. (1988). St>abird 11: 22-27. (The behaviours of 
two females and one male arc rc;portcd.) 

Age, sex and origins of auks (Alcidac) killed in the Skagerrak 
oiling incident of January 1981. Anker-Neilson. T .. Jones. 11. 
P. and Rostad. 0. W. (1988). Seabird 11: 28-16. (A sample 
of 308 Razorbills. 202 Little Auks and 862 Guillimots of an 
estimated total mortality of 10 UOU were examined. 
Morphumctric analyses indicatcu lhal birds could have come 
from Scotland and northern Norway and Russia.) 

Changes in the Shetland Guillimot Uria aalge population and 
the pattern of recoveries of ringed birds, 1959-1990. Hcubcck. 
M .. Harvey. P. V. and Okill. J. D. (1991). Seahird 13: 3-21. 
(Rises and declines in abundance arc reported. Oeclincs have 
been clue to hunting. a winter oil spill in the Skagcrrat and 
southern North Sea. and birds becoming trapped in fishing nets.) 

Auk mortality in fishing nets in north Norway. S1rann. K.-B .. 
Vader. W. and Barret, B. (1991). Seabird 13: 22-29. (J\1 least 
200 000 Common Guillimots were drowned in cod fishing nets 
in April 1985. and tens of thousands auks are thought to have 
been drowned annually in sallllon nets every year for the last 
15-20 years. The steady decline in the numbers of Common 
Guillimot can now be explained.) 

Growth of young Guillimots Uria aalgc after leaving the colony. 
Harris. M. P., Webb. A. and Tasker, M. L. (1991). Scahird 
13: 40-44. (Young Guillimots were weighed al the colony and 
at sea in two years. Growth at sea was as rapid as at the colony.) 

AUSTRALIAN SPECIES 

On the food and feeding ecology of Giant Petrels Macronectes 
ha/Ji and M. giganteus in the Crozets Islands. Voison, J.-F. 
(1991). L'Oiseau el R.F.0. 61: 39-49. (M. gigan1e11s fed 
mainly on penguins whereas the carrion diet of M. ha/Ii 
included that of seal and fish origin.) 



64 Literature Review Corella 1 6(2) 

lntcrmillent breeding of the Buller's Petrel Bulweria bulwerii 
on Selvagem Grande Island (3U°09'N. l 5°52'W). Mougin. J . -L .  
( I ')') I ) .  COise1111 e r  /? . F. 0. 6 1 :  1 1 1 - 1-1 1 . (About" 12% of 
hrccdi11g bird, do nnt  breed ann11al ly. involves both sexes but  
mostly incxpcricnccd young.) 

Barau·s Petrel Prcruclruma baraui. Jouanin's Petrel Bulwcria 

/;///ax and other seabirds in the northern Indian Ocean in June­
J u ly 1984 and 1985. Van den Berg. A .  B . .  Sn1ccnk. C. .  
Bosman. C.  1 \ .  W . .  1 laase. B.  J . M . .  Van dcr  Niet.  /\. M .  
;ind Catlee. G .  C .  ( 1990). ,\rdea 79: 1- 1-1. ( Sever;,! Australian 
,pecies re·ct>rtkd incl11ding Flesh-footed Shearwatcr and 
Wcdge•-taikd Shca,wat<:r . ) 

Nest-site selection in the Herald Petrel and White-tailed 
Tropicbird on Round Island. Indian Ocean. I3urgcr. J .  
;111d c;ochfcld. :vi . ( 1 99 1 ) . Wilson IJ111!. 103: 12(1 - 110. 
(The· tvpe ll f  ,itc u,ed and probable reason for their dwicc 
arc di,cu"cd. ) 

Comparative population biology of four prions (genus Pachyp­
tila) from the Indian Ocean and consequences for their 
taxonomic status. Llrctagnnllc. V . .  Zntier. R. and Jou vent in .  
I'. ( l'J91l). ,-\11k 107 :  :10.� -] 1 6 .  (The morphometrics. breeding 
hinlo!,?_y. µ.cnctic,. ;ind c;1lls of f'och_,ptilu dcsola1a. /'. sah1ini. 
/'. lwlclli'ri and /'. lllrllll" were studied . )  

Genetic evidence for philopatry in a colonially nesting seabird, 
the Fairy Prion Pachypti/a turtur. Ovc11dc11 . .J. R . .  Wusl­
Saucv. J\ . .  Bnrnter. R .. I3rothcrs. N and White. R. W.  G. 
( llJlJi ). 1\11k 1·08: {11,8- 69-1. (Twenty-one prions taken from one 
clllt>1l) al l  had identical mi1oclw11drial lwplotypcs. This was 
u,ed as evidence· to argue that juveniles as well as experienced 
adults return w the colnnv to breed.) 

The volume of stomach oils increases during preAedging weight 
loss in Leach"s Storm-Petrel ( Oceanoclroma leucorhoa). Place. 
1\. IC Sievert. I'. and Butler. R. C .  ( 1991 ) .  1\11k l 08: 709-71 1 .  
( I t  i:-. "lll!J.!l'.�tcd that �tomach oib serve a:-. cncn.!.V <ind water 
,tores f,�r' tkdglinµs while the\' learn 10 forage. )_, 
l3recding chronology of the White-faced Storm-Petrel Pclago­
droma marina (Latham). Mougin . . J . - 1 . .  Jouanin. Chr. and 
Rous. F. ( I <Jl/ I ) . /. " ( )iH'1111 er N F .  () 6 1 :  2:17-25.1. (The breed­
ing pcri,1d on Sch·agcm c;rande bland (.10°11'/'N . 15°52'W) is 
,pn:ad o\'cr X month:-. _ The ditfr:n::nccs between this and 
L'b1..·,,·hcr\..'. i 11 Atbntil... ', P;H.:ific and Indian Occ;111s i:-. discus..;cd . )  

Closeness of  nests and synchronization of the breeding cycles 
in the White-faced Storm-Petrel Pelagodroma marina. Mnugin . 
.1 . - 1 .  and l\ lou�in .  1\1.-C. ( 1 ')'1 1 ) . L "Oi.w,1111 1•1 R . F. O. 61 :  
2<,2-2118. (Svnch�·nni7atinn bctwcl'n hird, in same colony poor 
a11d no hl..· t t�r than hctwc�n neighbouring cnlonic:--. in cont rast 
Ill Curv·, Shc·arwatcr which also bre•eds on Sclva1',em (,randc 
Island . )  
Sexual segregation of foraging zones i n  procellariiform birds: 
implications of accidental capture on commercial fishery 
longlines of Grey Petrels (Procellaria cineria). Bartle . .I. A .  
( 1'1'!11) . .\'111011111 37: l -l/1- l :il l .  (During l lJ-28 June 1989. 1 5  of 
16 ( ire\' l'ctrel, caught 111 ,uhtropical waters beyond the con-
1111,·ntal shel l  off Fa,t C,pc. Nt:w 7.caland. were ad111! 
k111 :1ks. ) 

Population size, distribution and dispersal of Kelp Gulls in the 
southwestern Cape, South Africa. Steele. W. K. and I Iockey. 
P .  /\. R. ( 1 990). Osrnch 6 1 :  97- I U(, . (There an; indications 
that the population i, increasing. It is proposed that food from 
mnn'� activitic� may be the cause . )  

Tests of  three hypotheses of hatching asynchrony i n  the 
Common Tern. Bollinger. P. rl . .  Bollinµcr. E. K. and 
Malecki. R .  A. ( 1 99 1 ) .  1\11k 107: (19(,-7011. ( I ncubation before 
laying is con1pleted may maximize overall success by protect­
ing eggs from predators . )  

Body mass Auctuations and mortality i n  Common Tern Sterna 
hirundo chicks dependent of weather and tide in the Wadden 
Sea. Becker. P. H .  and Specht. R. ( 1 989 ) .  /\rd/'// 79: ..\5- 5(1. 
(The results conlinn the n: lationship between chick mortality 
and weather . )  

Noninvasive determination of embryonic heart rate during 
hatching in the Brown Noddy (Anous stolidus). T.izawa. 1 1 .  
Kuroda. 0 .  and Whittnw. G.  C .  ( 1 99 1 ). 1\11k 108: 594--60 1 .  
(/\n audiocartridge system. which measure, the ballistic move­
ments of the egg attributable to cmhryo11it: c.:ardiai..: cn111rat:-
1i,>11s. was used to determine heart rate . )  

TECI INIQUFS /\ND /\N/\LYSES 

A miniature activity recorder for plunge-diving seabirds. 
Andcrso11. I). J . .  Sievert. P. R. /\ ndrcws-Labc11ski. J .  
Rick Ids. R .  E .  ( 1 9'11 ) .  /\uk 108: 257-2(1:1 . (A  rcrnrder small 
enough to he m01111ted on the tail of a booby or other seabird. 
The type of data collected depends 011 the sensor. ) 

Carbon isotope ratio of feathers reveals feeding behaviour of 
cormorants. Mizutani. H . .  Fukuda. :vl .  Kabaya. Y .  and \Vada. 
E. ( 1 990) .  A11k 107: -10(1-l03. ( Isotope analysis was used to 
determine the relative proportion of riverine and marine lish 
in the diet of Circat Corrnora11 1 , . )  

ERRATUM 

There is an error in the review of Briggs, 
S. V . .  ent itled ·Movement pa\terns and breeding 
characteristics of arid zone clucks· in  Corella 
1 6( 1 ) . The si.:concl sentence i n  the last paragraph 
on page 1 6  should read : ·The mean clutch sizc of 
a l l  ar id zone ducks is . .  , hut /Jig/Jer than the 
mean clutch size of mcs1c zone ,  sedentary 
ducks . The word ·smaller· incorrectly 
appeared for 'highi.:r· in  the paper. 


