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BOOK REVI EWS 

New Zealand's Extinct Birds. 
Hrian < , ill and Paul Manin,on. 1991 . Random Ccnlurv New 
1/.c:tlaml Ltd. Aut·klantl. 21 () x 280 n1111. hardback. I ()9 pages. 
>IZ$-l'J.'!., .

A larc.c format book which i� easv to rcaJ with 25 attractive
colour 1;l,11c, from pain1in),!, bv Pat;I Martinson. :,nd well prn­
dun:d. 

There a,c 57 known cx11nc1 New Zealand birds. Some were 
cxtincl before !he· arrival of human, and undoublcdly more fossil
rcn1:1ins will he found. J\ unique lerreslrial fauna evolved in 
the absence of COlllpc1i1ion for food and prccla1ion by mammals. 
J\ lca!urc "'"' !he many species of llighlles, birds which
indudc..:d the 11t1\\' extinct moas. spct:ics of which arc the largest 
known l1igh1kss birds. and !heir cxlincl avian preda!or. !he
�'cw 7.caland Eagk which is the largc�t known eagle. 

l'olync,ians anti na1ivc rah arrived I I)()() years ago. forest 
clcar:1ncc hc�an and a third had been rellloved bv 1he time
Europl'.tll ,ct�kmcnl began in 18--Hl. Polynesian� ate� the founa.
a, did 1hc na1ive rats. ,ind killed bird, for !heir plumage. 

Thirtl'-two ,pecics were extinct before Europeans arrived
and Lkforcstation was acc�kratcd together with changing the 
habit:1t by agricultural prac1ice,. Abo. 01hcr rats. mice. cah. 
fcrrc1'. ,1oa1, and wca,Ic, were in1roduccd. and " further nine
..,pccic:-. and ..,cvcral :-.ub:--pccic� have :,incc become extinct.
Aspcc1, of 1he hiology of 'lH11c of the ex1inc1 species. such as 
1110,is. can be dc,cribcd bec,1u,c preserved s!Omach contcn!s
h;,ve been found.

The book i, in1cres1ing and an excellent background rc<1di11g
for the c\citirn!, work of a new �cneration of Ne,v 7.caland 
nrnithn\ngi ... l'- l;ent on ..,;:i,·ing furtl1 cr ..,pccil.!-.. from extinction.
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Acla XX Congressus ln!ernationalis Ornithologica. 
New Zealand Orni1hologic,,I Trusl [loard. \Vcllington. 
160 X 240 mm. sofl back. vols I-IV. 2 568 pages. U.S.$300. 
NZ$500. 

These volumes record !he ac1ivi1ies of !he 201h Congress 
held in Chris1chureh. New 7.caland in Deccmhcr 1991 . 

Papers ;ire µ iven in full. and include seven plenary lectures. 
lislccl below. and several frolll -18 symposia. Clearly !his 
massive conlribution to orni1holo),!ie;il knowledge cannot be 
reviewed i n  detail in a small space. Pleasing is the sca11ering 
of con1ribu1ions frorn the hos! coun1ry. New Zealand. and 
impressive arc 1he rcccnl s1udies. These dcmons1ra1c Iha! 
mammalian predators can he eliminated from small islands 
and thus enable !he establishment of focal populalions of 
endangered species, that forest browsers such as possums can 
be cradicaled from islands wi1h consequen1 rapidly apparem 
bcncfi1s. and 1ha1 biological 111anipula1ions can do much to 
save species from immediale ex1inc1ion. 

The plenary lecture, were: l'h_\'logenr and classifica1ion of 
birds jio111 !)NA co111pari.1·ons. C. G. Sibley: An omi1hological 
glimpse into New Zcala11d's pre-h11111a11 past. I .  A. E. Alkinson 
and P. R. Millener: l?ffn// al'ifatma/ changes and the his/Ory 
ofomitho/ogy in Neiv Zealand. 13. D. Bell: Co111111t111al breed­
ing along 1/w ch1111ging .firce of 1heory . .J. L. Craig: Applied 
umithulog1': pulling theon· and pmuice roteiher. l. H.  
Flu1cher; Rcspim1ion of a1·i1111 e111i>ryos a1  high al1iwde. C.  
Carey: Ec ulogical a11d ph,,.,·iolutirnl umstmi111s 011 rc1no­
d11crio11 in aliHllmsses. J. P. Croxall. 
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