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Higgins 1990). Shortage of food. interference 
from man. or natural disturbance such as floods. 
have destroyed entire colonies. Therefore the 
successful fledging of up to 90 000 chicks was a 
phenomenal success. 

This study indicates that fledging success from 
the early stages of the Lake Eyre pelican colony 
was much greater than for later-hatched birds. 
Starvation was probably the major cause of death 
and some chicks were apparently orphaned by 
adult birds leaving the lake. This mav be the 
reason for the p�edominance of large chicks 
among the dead. A similar scenario was noticed 
when only 227 young from -I 500 Pied Cormorant 
eggs �urvivcd when food supplies diminished 
for a colony breeding at Shag Island, Port 
Broughton. in 1966 (Waterman. unpubl. data). 

Banding was a usdul method of determining 
survival 01· latcr-hatchccl chicks. but the numbe7-
of live recoveries subsequent to this study, and 
hence the value of the handing programme. wa:, 
diminished because only the less successful later 
stages of the colony were banded. In contrast. 
only 17 dead chicks from a total of l 900 banded 
pelicans were recorded from the Coorong in 1985 
when the first chicks to hatch were banded 
(Waterman. unpubl. data). Therefore. in order 
to maximize the success of a banding operation in 
pelicans. and probably most other colonial birds. 
the first chicks to hatch should be targetted for 
banding. 

The benefits of banding the early chicks must 
be balanced against the disruptive influence on 
other parts of the colony. If the first chicks in the 
Lake Eyre South colony had been banded it is 
possible that thousands of unhatched eggs and 
naked young may have been exposed to the hot 
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Birds killed on a primary road in southern New South Wales. 
B. J. Lepschi. 

p. 7:, - Methods. lines 9 and 10: ·May 199(Y to read ·March 
1990-. 

p. 7.'i - insert: ·Figure I. Study area showing survey route.· 

p. 77 - insert: •rigure 2. Cummulative distribution and 
numbers of birds found dead along survey route dunng 
1988 and 1990. Shading represents total roadkills less 
mortalities of Australian Magpie. 

summer sun and a high mortality rate may have 
resulted. Therefore. particularly with large 
compact colonies with different aged young. a 
compromise must be struck between optimal time 
for banding and minimum impact on the colony. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Thi, banding exercise would not have been possible without 
the a,sista11ce of a team of dedicated volunteers. Special 
thanb go to: Oliver Fuller. Sten: Collin,. l\forg,iret Dadd. 
David Dadd, Rebecca Dadd. Tom Martin. Malcolm Ylillard. 
Clay1on Cros,. Leigh f'orcman . .kremv I lack. 'vbrgo 
(YDonncll. I larry Cooke. S1..:phc·n Hl:ttr. Mat1hc\\ Criffi1hs 
and .John f'ewstcr. Staff frn111 the Wc,1..:rn :-.lining Corpora1i,rn. 
Olympic Dam Opera1ion, (0.D.0.) [mimnrncntal Depan
mcnl assisted with all stag,:s of the prnjcct ;ind O.D.O. 
,upplied a pun!. vehicle, and othn nccc"an ,upplics for the 
handing exercise. Greg Dver (0.D.O.) prcparc·d Figure I. 
Ma1tlww Griffiths :dong with JLR loc:11ed 1hc colony while 
surveying Ltkc Evre South in March llJlJ0. T"o ,11Hrny111ous 
rl'ferL'L'� n1c1dc \'�tluabk t:ommcnh on the m�111u...,cript. 

REFERENCES 

111.tkcrs. tv1.. Davies. S . .I . .l. F. and Reilly. P. N. ( 11!8-l). ·The 
Atlas of /\11,tralian 13inl,·. (RAOU and Mclh. Univ. Press: 
Carlton.) 

Chapman. F. R. H. (1%3). The l'<:li«tn in South Australia 
with special reference to the Coorong islands. S. ,\11s1. Orn. 

24: 6-1:1. 
Lane. U. A. ( 198-1). Report of trip to Like Eyre North. 

Unpubl. report to R.AOU Res. Comm. cited not seen: 
'Handbook of Australian. New Z..:al:111d and Aniarctic 13irds 
Volume 1· (1990) (Ed, S. Marchant and P. J. lliggins.) 
(RAOU and Oxford University Press: Melbourne.) 

MacGillivray. W. (1923). Thc nesting of the /\ustralian 
Pelican ( Pelern1111.1 co11spicilla1us) £11111 22: 162-174. 

Marchan!. S. and I liggins. P . .I. ( 1990). (lds) 'I landbook of 
Australian. New Zealand and Antarctic Birds'. Volume I. 
( RAOU and Oxford University Press: Melbourne.) 

Ves1jcm. W . .I. M. (1977). Breeding behaviour and ecology 
o( the Austrnlian Pelican. PC'icrn1ws compicilla111s. in New 
South Wales. i\11s1. Wild/. Res. 4: 37-.'i8. 

NEW MEMBERS 

BLAKE. M .. Dubbo. NSW 
COBCROFT. M .. Ipswich. Old 
DORFMAN. C .. C:unpcrdown. NSW 
ENDERSBY. I. D .. Montmorency. Vic. 
GOODYEAR. G . Pc1ric. Qld 
INGLESIAS. D .. Yass. NSW 
JACOBS. J. and J., Glenoric. NSW 
JOHNSTON. D .. Chittaway Poi111. NSW 
MACK/\ Y. P .. Botany. NSW 
SAUNDERS. T .. Eldcrslie. NSW 
TURNER. L. J .. Kalimna West. Vic. 


