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TECHNIQUES ANLY ANALYSES

A nonparametric aid in identifving sex of cryptically dimerphic
birds. Schlinger. Bo AL and Adler. Go HL (1990). Wilson Bull.
102: 845350 (Diseriminant function analyses are frequently
used to sex birds from external morphometric characters. An
alternative method (multple logistic regressiton) is presented
for sexing birds based upon suites of morphometric and
categorical plumage characteristies.)

The AFMO Hi-Lo: double height mist net utilizing a pivoted
parallelogram support system. llesclon, Ko Eo (1990). N.
Amer. Bird Bander 150 13-160 (An ingenious system which
allows two nets to be used one on top of the other. but at the
same time allowing the top net to be quickly lowered for
removal of birds. A usetul feature 1s that as the top net is
lowered it is automatically replaced by the bottom net,
thereby maintaiming catching potential.)

Horizontal mist net for capturing upland nesting ducks. Bacon.
13. R, and Evrard., 1. O, (1990). N Amer. Bird Bander 15:
1819, (Two persons approach the nest while holding a net n
a horizontal plane between two lengths of conduit.)
Improvement in bal-chatri trap. Blakeman. J. AL (1990). N.
Smer. Bird Bander 15: 260 |Reprinted from The Fyas 12(2)
1989, (The nvlon monotilament used for making the nooses
Is soaked in black tabric dve.)

Two climbing aids uselul in wildlife research. Scginak. J. T.
(1990). N. sumer. Bird Bander 15: 27 (Discusses two deviees
tor chmbing trees: o small portable stund used by deer
hunters: and an ascender used by rock climbers.)

Patagial tag causes White Pelican death. Chapman. B. R. and
Chapman, S.S. (1990). N. Amer. Bird Bander 15: 17, (The
pelican’s bill had become caught under the tag and held firmly
to the wing. Despite signs of a desperate struggle the bird had
boeen unable o free its bill and eventually died.)

BOOK REVIEW

Australian Waterbirds — A Field Guide. R. Kingsford. 1991,
Kangaroo Press. 128 pp. 88 colour plates. 210x 132 mm.
paperback, rrp $14.930 postage $3.50 within Austraha.

This book has one overall aim and several specific aims. Its
rall aim 1 to make waterbirds accessible o everyone. Its
specilic aims are as follows. Firstly. itis a guide to identitying
walerbird speaies To help achieve this aim. species are
arranged according to their habstat (land survounding swamps
through to deep water). 1T am not sure this arrangement works
for me but 1 am used (perhaps too used) to secing waterbirds
arranged  taxonomicallv. This arrangement ol species by
habitats would probably work well for practical bird watchers.
expectally for people new to bird watching for whom the book
was written (p. 10). 1 and 1imagine Dr Kingsford. would be
mrerested in hearing opmions on how well the ordering of
spectes by habitats sworks.
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Enhanced conservation of waterbirds is the second purpose
of the book. The community generally accepts that conserva-
tion of wetlands is desirable, but few wetlands are dedicated
for nature conservation. at least in New South Wales. How-
cver. wetland and waterbird conscervation outside parks and
reserves Is improving as we increase our knowledge of wetland
ccology, and stop committing the errors of the past.

The third aim of the book is to provide information about
waterbirds. The text provides interesting. although necessarily
briel and rather variable, detatls about cach species. Informa-
ton about the birds™ habitats. diets. sizes, distributions. breed-
ing scasons. sexual differences in plumages. nesting patterns
and parental care are provided as diagrams (drawn by
I, Porter) and short picces of text in boxes. Iliked this aspect
of the book’s layout immensely. and found 1t conveyed the
mlormation clearly. OF course. there can be only so many
boxes of possible dictary items. so this display method results
in some loss of detail about food habits. THowever, [ think
brouad. rather than detailed. dictury information is justilied n
a hook of this type.

The tourth aim of *Australian Waterbirds — A Field Guide’
Is expressed in s Appendix 1V entitled “Places 1o See Watcer-
birds in Austrahia™. The book is worth buying tor this list of
good waterbird watching places. The list contaims wetlands
that are casily accessible and those that are not, and wetlands
that have relatively low numbers of waterbirds and those that
have many. 1 suspect accessible wetlands with comparatively
few waterbirds were included. whercas maccessible wetlands
with relatively few waterbirds were omitted. This s accept-
able. otherwise the hist of places to see waterbirds in Australia
would overwhelm the: book.

“Austrahan Waterbirds — A Field Guide™ contains excellent
photographs. Many of these are by W. Lawler . whose wetland
and waterbird photographs sct a standard. 1 must also draw
attention to the book’s Appendices 11 and [T which respectively
list Australian ornithological socicties and relevant journals.
These two appendices add to the usctulness of the book.

I have some minor criticisms of the book. There are some
spelling errors in the place names, ¢.g.. "Fyswick™ on p. 10,
Both Grey Teal and Pimk-cared Duck have biparental brood
care. not female only as shown. River regulation (p. 8)is only
occasionally undertaken tor flood mitigation. Flood mitigation
is usually the stated amm ot wetland drainage. which matselt
destroys wetlands.

The book is exeellent value. and BP deserves congratulations
and thanks for subsidizing it. In conclusion. buy "Australian
Waterbirds A Ficld Guaide™. T did (unfortunately before |
was ol fered a {ree review copy). But at $14.95 (plus postage).
1 am not complaining.

S. V. Briges
Kaleen, ACT



