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BOOK REVIEW 

The 13cginncr·s (juidc lU Australian Birds. R. Balmford. 1990. 
Pen)-(nin Book,. 2(,8 pp. rrp $/\ 12.IJ'!. 

Thi, hook i, the fully re\'iscd edition of Rosemary 
llalmford's popular ·Learning about Australia Birds· which 
'"" originally published in 1980. Thc: objective of the book 
is 10 provide a single reference for a ·new· bird wa1chcr to 
>CL:k dear and concise information nn all aspects of bird 
wa1ching and tcl provide an insight into the more advanc.:ed 
area, of ornithology 1ha1 his/her new found intcrcsl may 
lead. 

The first ,ix chapters tk:;tl with 1hc basic.:s of bird wa1c.:hing. 
,ud1 '" wlu:re and whc·n to look at birds. choo,ing binoculars 
;111d licld guides. planning licld uulings. licld identification 
and what to record. These arc followed hy explanations of 
thc: 11:c.:hniques used in lkld sludics and how the reader 
might become invoh·l·d in research ,uch a� o:nsusing and 
h;111ding. writing up 1hc results of rcscan:h and pn;scn1ing 
lalks. The la,t few chapten, hriclly di,cu,� lhe clas,ilication 
and nmning of bird,. ;1vian cvolutiun ;111d fossib. Appendices 
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list the names and addrc��c� of relevant organization, ;rnd 
authoritic, mentioned in thc: text (the ;\13S/\ ;1�1d Con·llo were 
n1cntiu11cd on numc:rous occasions) and. finally. Rosemary 
has provided a c.:omprchen,ivc list of references for further 
reading. Thc�c arc arrangt..:d under logit..:al �ubheading:-- to 
a,sist the reader who wishes to furthc:r explore an area of 
particular interest. 

I dlln·1 believe 1ha1 I am a ·beginner' and had I 1101 been 
asked to review this hook I doubt that I would have ever 
picked it up in a hook shop. There arc probably many other 
amateur orni1holo1?.ist, and bird watchers "ho would abo 
ignore the hook because or what I believe is an unfortUIHIIC 
name - the original title may have hecn hellet. I found the 
hook 10 bc most i111eres1ing and informative and I'm glad tha1 
I was asked tu review it. ·The Bel!inner's (juide to Australian 

11irds· most capably occupies a v;ry speci,tl niche in 1hc /\ust­
ralian orni1hological li1erature and I c.:onuuend it to everyone 
with an intcrcsl in birds. 
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