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SEABIRD ISLANDS No. 208 

Chapman Island, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland 

Location: l2°53'S. 143°36'E; 10 kilometres from 
Cape Direction. Queensland. 

Status: Commonwealth Lighthouse Reserve. 

Description: Cay 0.5 ha; 100 m x 50 m: height 1.0 
m. Shingle bank and mangroves 2.4 ha: 300 m x 
80 m; heipJH 1.0 m. A low wooded island or the 
far northern Great Barrier Reef. consisting of a 
small inner coral reef with seaward (eastern) 
shingle ridges and mangroves. and a cay of shingle 
and sand at the north-western end of the shingle 
ridge. An unmanned navigation light stands near 
the north-western encl of the reef. The cay is com
posed of coral sand and shingle and is sparsely 
vegetated with sand-binding species lpomea pes
capme, Trihulus cisroides and Sesuvium por-
111/acastmm. grass Lepturus repens, and a few 
shrubs Sa/sofa kali. The coral shingle bank has 
the succulent herb Ses11vi11111 por111/acastmrn, and 
the adjacent mangroves Rhizophora stylosa and 
;\ l'IC<'ll/11(/ lll{lr/11(1. 

Landing: From a dinghy on to the sand cay. from 
a vessel anchored at the north-western encl of the 
reef. Local knowledge is necessary for navigation 
,1mong the reefs of this area. 

Ornithological History: In July 1936. J. A. Steers 
mapped the island 1

• D. R. Stoddart� visited in 
October 1973 to also map the island, and to 
record vegetation and seabirds. J. Warham' 
landed for~three hours on 21 October 1958. and 
recorded Eastern Reef Egrets Egretw sacra and 
Ospreys Pa/1(/ion lwliaetus nesting. Queensland 
National Parks and Wildlife Service officers have 
made several recent visits: B. R. King for two 
hours on 17 December 1979 (to map, check 
vegetation and record seabirds); D. Reimer for 
one hour on 18 November 1984 (to record sea
birds): and F. Muir and J. Cornelius for one hour 
on 25 November 1987 (to record seabirds). 
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Breeding Seabirds and Status 

S1erna a,we1he111s Bridled Tern - Breeding in 
December 1979 (200 adults and at least 50 nests). 
November 1984 (not counted) and December 
1987 (100+ nests. mostly with one egg). Nests arc 
solitary, and arc scrapes in the sand. well con
cealed under overhanging vegetation. 
Sterna bergii Crested Tern - Breeding in 
December 1979. with over 700 adults present in 
two colonies. one of 150 and one of 100 nests. all 
with 1-2 eggs. and at least 100 runners. Nests arc 
scrapes in the sand placed closely together (about 
0.4 m apart) in dense colonies. The sand between 
the nests is covered with guano. Chicks form 
creches on the beach attended by adults. 
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• Chapman Island ji-om the air (looking north). 

A 11011.s 111in11111s Black Noddy- Breeds and roosts 
in a large colony in the mangroves. ln Oecember 
1979 and November I 984. the numbers of nests 
were estimated at over 3 000. Numbers have not 
been assessed further. The nest is a small platform 
mainly of mangrove leaves. cemented to a branch 
with guano. 

Factors Affecting Status 

Tile island is an anchorage for fishing vessels 
and is visited occasionally by light maintenance 
crews resulting in some disturbance to seabirds. 

Other Seabirds Recorded 

l.an,s 110\'oehollandtae Silver Gull 

S1n1111 '11111/l/rana 131ack-naped Tern 
/1111111.1" s10/id11., Common Noddy 

Banding 

Nil. 
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• Crested Tern chicks sheltering by a log. 

Acknowledgments 

I am grateful for the support of the Raine 
Island Corporation and Queensland National 
Parks and Wildlife Service. for the field assistance 
of D. Reimer and others. and for the use of the 
records of F. Muir and J. Cornelius. 

Date compiled: 10 January 1989. 

/J. N. King. cl- Q11ee11�/a11d 1'vl11.1"e1m1. Flinder.1 Srree1. 
To11nn-1"/I,•. Q11ec11sla11d -lti/0. 


