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INTRODUCTION 

Traditi1rn,ilh· information 011 bird mo1-cmcnts 
n1111cs lrorn i1and returns. radar obscr\'ations. 
1<..:kn1ct1 ,·. ohscn·ations alonu ·Jcadinu lines·. and 
ohscr1·;1t.io11s ,it li!.dllcd stru�tures. 1�1 Australia 
the number or rcc;;pturcs ol ha11dcd 111igra111 birds 
,1 11,11· rrorn thL' handing site is relative!\' srnall. 
Raci"ar ll'llrk at this tim\: is lirnitcd to st�1dics or 
11·adcr mm·cmcnts. and ·Jcading lines· hal'e been 
little used except i11 studies or l1oneycatcr movc-
111c11ts i11 south-c.istcrn Australia. 

I11torm.itio11 from the tropics suggests that lor 
the majorit1· of species 1·isual observations of 
mi!!ratio11 ll'ill he of limited use. This is because 
bir<I, th :1hm·L· thL· hci!!ht at ll'hich obser\'crs 011 
the !!n;1111d c:1n discrin;inatc them (Likins 19113: 
Ricl;ard,011 19711). Ohserl'ations :11 liuhtcd struc
tures h,Il·e been till' major source of<lat,1 on the 
timin!! and routes of forest and woodland bird 
rni!!r,(tion in Oucc11sl:1nd to date. e.u. Doobv 
hl�nd ( In!!ram l1J76) ;ind Pinc Islet (Makin 1%1 ). 
Ohscn·;1ti;llb ;1t these structures ;ire more 
lrcqucnt during ,,·ct or m'Crcast 11-c:1thcr (Avery 
et rt!. 11J7(i: Richardson llJ7X). and frequently 
thcrL· is an i111·crsc relationship bctll'ccn the 
11u111hcr nl 111igra11h captured and the 1111mbcr 
;1ctualil· 111m·inu. i':0111·ithqa11dinu this limitation. 
lighted· structu(c, do pro\'ide dat�1 which identify 
11he11 birds arc mo1·i11g ,11HI which species arc 
i111 oh·ed. and !!i,·c indic;1tions of the aue and sex 
,tructurc nf rnigr;rnt bird p11pulatio11s.' 

This notL' reporh the results of a trial ill one 
import:1nt umlcr-utiliLcd source of data which c;111 
producL' 11sdul i11form:1tiu11 1111 migrant as well as 
rL·,idcnt ,pccic, 11·ith :i minim:il inl'l:stmcnt of 
time. 
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METHODS 

Rirds arc ·captured· after they tly into windows 
or other structure, during mi!!.rntion throu!!h 
Townsville. Queensland.~ Th~c Ouecnsla�d 
Nation,tl l',1rks ,ind Wildlife Service office 
in Townsvillc accepts and treats the birds. 
the majority of which arc brought in by the 
gcnentl public. The specie,. date and capture 
localitv arc recorded ror each bird brought 
111. Age was not recorded for most species
carlv in the studv hut is 11011· routinelv collected,
ho11;c,cr. age Jata arc still kw i;1 number.
13irds whid1 arc rehabilitated succcsslully arc
released. Individu,ds or rare or uncommon
species which die ,ire collected and transferred
,lt irregular intcr\·,ds to the Quccn,land Museum.
The liata ror all birds. whether released or
preserved. arc included in the results. The
study commenced in November 198:" and is
ongrnng.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

A total of 1-+I individu,tls of I-+ species of 
migrant birds was recorded over the 31 month 
pc(iod from November J()X'i to May J<)88 (Table 
I). 'VVindmv-bashing· at night was the most 
common form of capture for these species and 
w,1s inferred from birds being found injured or 
unconscious in the carlv morning beneath 
windows or walls. 

Numbers of most species wcrL· too small for 
any trends to be apparent. Howc,·er. when the 
data for ,ill species arc plotted, the existence or 
the autumn migratinn is clear, 11ith peaks during 
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Fi)!llf'l' I. /i,1t1/ 1111111hcn of 111igrn111 hird, oj all 1p<'Cic., 
rn111111Td 11101111,/r (If Tn11·11.l'l·illc. Q11ce11sla11d 
(.\'m·,·111h,·r /985 J1111c /988). 

TABLE I 
f\liµrant hird ...,pecie-.. and 11t11nber..; c1pturcd during. the :-.1udy 

period. 

Spc,ic·, Numbers 

Supc·rb Frui1-D,wc 1'1ili11op11s .rnperh11s 10 

Torrc,ian lmpc:rial-Pig..:011 011c11/a .,pi/orrltoa I 
Shining 13ronLe-Cuckoo ( ·1tn·sococn·x /11cid11.1· 
Common Knel l:.�tu/_\·11a111ys scolopacea 21 
Cha1111el-hilkd Cuckoo Sn·tltrup., 11onwltol/a11diae 1 
Whi1c·-1hroa1ed Nigl11iar C11pri1111,lg11s 111_\'.Hac,,lis (> 
ALure Kinglisher Ce_n a:11r<'11s J:H 
Fores! Kin[!fishcr 1/11/rcon 11111clrnl'ii 57 
Sanc:d Kingti,her f-!11!1"Co11 1a11c111 6 
13uff-hrca,1ed l'aradi,e-Kingfishcr T"11ysip1em sr/1·ia I 
Rainbow Bcc:-ealcr .\frrop, om/I/us J* 
Dollarhird Ettr_1·sw11111s orie11111/i., I (1 
Black-fa,c:d '11onarch .\lo1111rclw 111cla11op.,i.1· I 
Sp,111gkd Drongo /Jicmrus ho11<•11101111s 2' 

Total 1-ll 

'lJiurnal migrants. 
tPrc:,um,d mi\:ranl on 1hc: ba,i, of 1hc 1imi1t\: of ohscrvalions 
and rnc:,·iou, ,;uhli,hc:d information. 
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r-igurc 2. ,\fo1t1hfr /()/(1/s or !-'Ofl!SI Ki11,�fi,her.1 (solid /)(Ir/ 1111d 
R11i11ho11· l.orif-:,,c1s /OJl<'n har/ rnp111red a1 
To11·11.1Til!e. Q1«'e11s/1111d /.\.'ol'e111/wr /<J85-J111u· 
/988). 

February-April of each year (Fig. I). The 
evidence for the return migration during srring is 
not as obvious. but minor peaks do exist. Com
parison of the data for the Forest Kingfisher 
/-fal_\'C011 111acleayii, a well known migrant. with 
that for the resident Rainbow Lorikcet Tric/10-
glos.rns hae111atod11s illustrates the concentration 
of ·captures· expected with a migrant species 
during the autumn and to a lesser extent spring 
migration periods (Fig. 2). Only one record for 
the Forest Kingfisher occurred outside of these 
periods. The peaks in capture rates of Rainbow 
Lorikeets beginning in spring and continuing 
through summer appear to be caused pre
dominantly by increased captures of juveniles 
after breeding. Window-bashing in Rainbow 
Lorikeets occurred most frequ..:ntly during the 
day and primarily as a result of their habit of 
flying low and fast through suburban areas. 

The February-April reriod when most of the 
migrants arc caught is at the end of the wet season 
in northern Australia and is characterised by 
overcast weather and frequent rain. The small 
numbers of migrants captured during the July
September period is probably related to the clear 
skies in the Townsvillc region at this time of year. 
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The data from this source may assist in identifi
cation of additional migrant species. Blakers ct 
al. ( 1 98-1-) consider the Azure Kingfisher Ceyx 
a::11re11s to be sedentary in most areas. However, 
the records collected during this study for the 
Azure Kingfisher show a similar distribution to 
those of other migrant species. suggesting it is a 
migrant. Further data should clarify this point. 

The value of collecting information of this type 
is for long-term studies in which patterns of move
ment may emerge from systematic accumulation 
of data. Timing of movement of migrant birds is 
obtained even though its interpretation requires 
a consideration of weather conditions at the time 
of capture. Indirect techniques of this type for 
collecting data on migratory birds arc very
important in Australia because of the small 
numbers of bird observers and banders with the 
t ime to carry out more intensive studies. The 
author hopes th,1t this note will help stimulate 
other individuals and organizations to initiate pro
jects of this type as they cost l ittle and return 
much needed information. 
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RECOVERY ROU N D-UP
'/his wet ion is /11"<'/i"l"l'd " irh rhe co-opem1io11 of rhe 

.\'l'crcrary. /\us1raliw1 l?ird mu/ Rar Banding Scl1<·111cs. /\ustra
li1111 Nmio11al !'arks 1111d Wi/dlifi Service. The rcco,·erics are 
011/r " sdecrion of ri,,, 1/umsa11ds rccei,-ed eaclt _1·c111": rhcy arc 
11m a co111plerc lisr a11d sho11/d 1101 he 111111/vsed in Jidl or i11 pan 
1t·i1/w111 rhe prior co11se111 of rhe b1111ders co11cemed. Lo11gcvi1y 
1111d di.111111ce records l"l'jir w rill' A B  RBS 1111/css orhcnvisc 
slilred. "/he dis11111ce i.1 rhc slwrrcsr dist1111n' i11 ki/0111c1rcs a/011[: 
rfu, dirccl li11e joi11i11g 1hc {)lace of ba11di11g a11d recovcn·; rhe 
co1111,a_n· dir<'Clion rcj{·rs 10 1/w sanu· direct line. (There is 110 
i11111lirnrio11 l"l'gardi11g 1/,e dis11111ce flow11 or rhe ro111e fol/o,vcd 
hr 1J,1, hird). Where 11rnilah/c /\ /1/J/JS age codes have hee11 
i11c/111ii-d i11 rhc handing da111. 

l?cco1·c1T or /011ge,·i1y i1e1m 11w1· he s11h111i11ed direc1/y lo ""' 
11·herrnpo11 1heir 111eri1s for i11c/11.1ion will be considered. 

I Ion. Editor. 

The following abbreviation� .:1ppcar in  this issul'.: 
A \VS(i - Australasian \Vader Studv Group. 
TIIIIC - Taiwan Uird Handing Centre 
V\VSG - Victorian Wader Study Group 

Australian Pelican Peleca1111.1· conspicillatus 

( a )  1 70-02:108. Acl11l1 ( + I )  handed by J .  A .  K. I .an<.: at Peel 
I nlct. \VA on I :i Dec·. 77. Recovered dead near twclon 
Beach. Mandurah. \VA on 10 Oct. 90. over 1 2  years 9 
months after handing. 2 km \V. 

(b ) 1 70-02-15:l. Adult ( + I )  handed hy J .  /\.  K.  Lane at Peel
Inlet .  \Vi\ on (1 Feb. 78. Recovered dead at f-'alcon. \Vi\ 
on 2J /\ug. 90. over 12  years (, months after banding. 8
km S\V.

(c ) 170-0409 1 .  Nestling handed bv M. 1 1 .  \V'1terman on North
Pelican Island. The? Coorong.-S/\ on 8 Dec. 84. Recovered
dead near r-orcst Hi l l .  Q!d"on .'lll June 90. over :'i years 6
111,1111hs after banding. I 529 km NE.

(d) 1 70-07089. Nestling banded bv M .  t I .  Waterman on
Pelican Island. Tl1c Coorong·. SA on 1 2  Nov. 8f\.
Recovered dead ne'1r \Vee \Vaa.  NS\V in Oct. 8') . I 1 1-l
km NL.

(e) 170-07839. Nestling banded by M .  H .  Waterman on North
Pelican ls1'1nd. The Coorong. SA on 5 Nov. 89.
Recovered dead near Windorah. Old on 16 /\pr. 90. I 156
km NNL::.

( f) 1 70-07959. Nestling banded by M. H. \V"terman on  North
Pelican lsl'1nd. The Coorong. SA on S Nov. 89. Recovered
dead 40 km SW of Young. NS\V on :l July 90. 787 km E.

(g) 170- 1 2 1 (,7. Nestling banded by M .  H .  Waterman at Lake
Eyre South. SA on 21 /\pr. ')0.  Recovered sick and
rehabilitated on He:,dingly Sta1ion. near Mount Isa. Old
in Jun<.: 90. 900 km N .

(h )  170-12903. Nestling banded by M .  I I .  Waterman a t  Lake 
Eyre South. SA on 21 Apr. 90. Recovered. later died at 
Brunchilly Station. near Tennant Creek. NT in .lune 90. 
I 203 km N .  


