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Van VL·ssem and Drnub1ns ( I lJ8(1 ) found greater 
,·ar ia t ion in  nest a ttendance between pairs than  
wi th in  p,1 i rs .  ,111d th is  and the smal l  n u m be r  of  
nes ts  observed requ ires the resu lts of  the  present 
study to he i n terpreted with caut ion.  Neverthe
less . the male I ntermediate Egret does appear to 
spend 111ore time at the nest than the fema le .  This 
sex d i fference in t ime investment  see111s an 
incsci1pahlc consequence of  t h e  111alc"s high level 
of nest ,1ttemlance ,It pre-incubation. most probably 
, 1 i 111ed i l l  guarding his female against cxtrapair 
copulat ion \\'hen she is a t  the nest and preventing 
stick theft \\'h i le  she i s  abse n t .  Extrapair copula
tion \\'as observed i n  this study and it may he that .  
as  in  the  Cat t le  [gret ( Mc K i l l igan l lJlJOa ) .  i t  can 
pntent ia l ly  increase or decrease a male's breeding 
success bv ii s igni licant ; 1 111ount. The poss ib i l i ty  
that the  female I n t ermedi ate [gret's breeding 
bch;1,· iour i s  adapted to exploit  t�e 111ale ( Kreb\ 
and Davies 198-t. p.267 ) by her contributing less 
food for the chicks descn·es further study. 

/\s i n  other bird species ( O 'Connor 1 98-t ) .  the 
smal ler  I ntermediate lgrct brood was brooded 
longer t han the lan.'.er 0T1 c .  This s ingle  ch ick  was 
alsl; guarded ( i nterTn i t tently)  for a l<;nger period . 
possibly because i t s  food needs were more easi ly 
Sil l is f ied than those of  two chicks.  leaving the 
parents with t ime to spare. 

The th i rd chick i n  Nest I fed from fewer of  the 
lmluscs , 1nd recL·ivcd a lesser share of  t he food 
provided by the  fe111ale than from i ts  male pare n t .  
This i m:qu,il ity ocrnrred dur ing indirect feedi n g .  
however. and thus  see111s u n l i kc lv  t o  result from 
a b i as b�· the female against feeding th is  chick.  
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l :rna  Walr;1,·e· 11 i, the· " i ldlik rcltahi\i1a1i11n ofliccr at 
Syd11cy·, T�1ro11ga P;1rk Zou. ,-\part frpm her pcr...;nnal L'Xpcnisc 
:111d qu:tli l icatinn, in th i, arc;1. ,he ha .... hL'c.._'ll in the cn,·i;thlc 
po:--itiun uf hi..: int! �thk to dr:iw upon the wc�dth of k11PwlcdgL' 
po,,._ev,cd h�· hL'r co]IL';1guL"' to compile th is guide. 

ThL· ,L·,·c11 chaptt..:r, :1rl' ,,ri t tcn in an l'a�y tu read format 
\\ hid, e·xpl<>rc 1u,t about all of the· ne-cd, ;1 1 1d prohk111, facin)c! 
n:1ti,·c f;1una in tht· urban c1 1 ,·iron111t...'ll l .  Th'-' honk i;', p;H.:kcd 
with 11,l'l\tl information the a,·e·rage· pcr,on wil l  f ind helpful in  
u1Hkr...ianding the en, ironmL'lltal ncn.l, of wildl ife and how tn 
modify lht· L''\i,1i11� cn, iro11mc111 to bcttl'r :--uit and a ltral·t 
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u1H.ll' 1  va,inu, ,uh-hcadi11�,. ft ir tliu:--c who m;1,· wi,h to furthLT 
1 \ tc ir  ktl< >\\' lcdgl' ;rfte·r wl;e· 1 1 in,! their appetite.with this hook. 
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