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BOOK REVIEW 

The Petrels. Their Ecology and Breeding Systems. 
John \\"arham. 1'1'!0. Acade111ic Press. 
-l-lll pp. numerou, photographic illusirations and line
drall'ing, c·tc .. 2:\tl X 170 111111. rrp. S 111-l. -15. 

Thi, i, a trul\' magnilic:.:111 comp.:ndium about one of the 
mn:-.l f:t,cinating of the :-.t..',·L·ral groups of '.'-t.:abirds. The book 
deals ll'ith 111embcrs of the order Procellariifnr111cs. the 
highl1· di,tincti1·c, group of oceanic bird,. which includes the 
alh�1trn,:-.c .... .  fulmar ... .  gadtly pt..'tn:ls. prion:--. shcarwatcr�. 
s1orm-p,·1rds and diving-pclr<:ls. The qu,tlity of production is 
L'�C�lh.:111 

Till' lir--i 1.:hapll..·r l'-1 <t brief ,ummary of the general char,1c
tcr"l of the group ,an::-.:-.ing. "lpCcial feature..., like the uniqu..:: 
formation of 1hc: nostrils ( the ·tuhenusc·:,') and the unusual 
struc·t 111-c of the hill. The review covers many other matters 
co11ccniing external morplH,logy. anatomy, body size. 
�11 lom1.: t ry. g.c111..:ral cl..'.< ,lng:' . breeding ...:en logy. global distribu • 
tion. populations. systematic, and 1rnmencbture. The first half 
of the houk nintirHJL'' i11 thl.� fnrm nf a "cries of revicv.'s which 
deal brielly with ll'hat is known aho11t the biology of living 
,pceie, i11 a fa111ily by family trc:at111c,nt. The fossil record is 
mentioned in 1he opc11i11g sce1ion 10 c<1ch of these chapters 
and the body of the text covers in a most competent manner 
the ll'itk range of topics that constitute the accumulating body 
nf knnwkdgc :l\·ailabk from the grnup as a whole. Furthcr-
111<>re. th,·,c reviews help tn point nut the lack of information 
011 some topic,, and the imperfect understanding about the 
biology of certain �pccic�. 

The remainder of the: book dcab with breeding biology and 
is pre,cntcd in the from of a sequence of chapters on the 
prc-,·gg s1;1g,·. the egg. incubation .  and finally the chick. This 
is the real meat of the hook and rellects many of the lifelong 
intcrc:sts of the a11thor. 

l 1 1  a work of this type it would be easy to quibble over details 
hut I nokd. for example. that the book is short on matters 
co1Kcrni11t! important question\ about ulfaction <llld it was 
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pointed out to me that there is not very much attention given to 
the interesting matter of polymorphism in the Suuthcrn Giant
Pctrcl. Macro11enes giga111e11s. The taxonomy and systematic 
treatment adopted for the work is essentially conventit,nal with 
some minor modif-ications and novcllics derived from special 
knowledge. 111ostly based on work by fellow New Ze,dandcrs. 
It is reve,1lcd that a companion volume is in preparation that 
will look in detail at subjects such as heha\'iour and vocaliza
tions. energetics and physiology. populations. food and feeding. 
distribution. human use. anti cnnscrvtttion and management. 
It might therefore be premature to carp at presumed omissions 
from this bouk for they may have been deliberately deferred 
lo .:1 later more extensive discussion. 

Personally. I have great admiration for the courage required 
of a single author to undertake a work of this type in the 
scientilic world of today. The sheer c:nergy and thoroughness 
of purpose which must go into such compilations must be very 
demanding. Nothing 1hc least bit comparable has been 
attc111ptcd with respect to petrels since the publication in I 9:-(, 
of Robc:rt Cushman Murphy's classic Orea11ic bird.,· of So111h 
J\111crica. 

There arc many excellent line drawini!S scattered through
out the book and a sprinkling of well-chosen and delightful 
photographs. mostly by the authur. all of which illustrate 
various points or portray certain species. There is an extensive 
list of references and an Appendix giving an abbreviated 
checklist of the order showing the genera. species and sub
species name� (without synonymy and not always giving 
authority) alongside a hrict description of breeding ranges. 
There is an index to species and to subject. 

It may seem to be an expensive book hut it will prnve ltJ be 
indispensable for ,111yonl'. seriously interested in these magnili
cent birds. Deserved attention to the delights and fascination 
of petrels have been well served by John Warham in this the 
first part of his proposed two work 11wg1111111 opus. The expecta
tion of that companion volume must hold us in suspense for 
the while. 

P. J. Fullagar 
Lyneham, ACT 


