
 Australian Bird Study Association Inc. – Bird in the Hand (Second Edition), published on www.absa.asn.au   
 

References: HANZAB 7;  Drawings: K. Franklin in HANZAB 7 -  © BirdLife Australia   
Compiled by Australian Bird Study Association Inc. and reproduced with permission of BirdLife Australia          

Yellow Oriole    Oriolus flavocincus    Species No.: 672  Band size: 06 

 
Morphometrics: 

Three subspecies very similar in size. Data presented here are for nominate O.f. flavocinctus: 
Adult Male   Adult Female 

 Wing:   140.0 – 149.5 mm  135.0 – 146.5 mm 
 Tail:   97.5 – 111.5 mm  137.0 – 148.0 mm   

Weight:  83.0 – 100.0 g   73.0 – 88.0 g 
 

Ageing and Sexing: 
       Adult (3+)      Sub-adult (2)  First Immature (1)    Juvenile (J) 
 Bill:  dull pinkish to   dull brown with black or dull brown- dull brown; 

 pinkish-brown or  dull reddish tinge;  grey, dark horn or  
 orange-rufous;     blackish brown;   

 Iris:  red;   reddish with age; grey-brown, dark  blackish-grey or 
            brown, red-brown,  dark brown; 

 or light yellow; 
Head & neck: yellowish-olive with yellowish-olive with yellowish olive with greyish-olive with 
   blackish streaks on  black-brown streaks  bold blackish-brown  dark brown shaft 
   crown;    on top of head;  streaking on crown;  streaks on top of 

 head & lores; 
Supercilium: diffuse faint yellow; indistinct pale yellow; distinct pale yellow; distinct narrow yellow 
Upperparts: male – yellowish  probably similar to entirely olive or dull  mantle & scapulars 

    olive with bold     adult female  bold blackish-brown  to yellow-olive on 
female – bolder     mottling;   back; 
 streaks than male;     
 -shaped streaks; 

 Breast, flanks  male – yellowish- as for adults but less  yellow or pale yellow pale yellowish with 
 & belly:  olive with fine   streaking;   grading to yellow-  bold dark olive- 

 blackish streaks;     olive on flanks with   brown streaking; 
female – duller olive     bold blackish-brown 
 & more yellow than      streaking on breast,  
 male & more heavily     grading to fine on 
 streaked;      flanks & belly; 
     

 Adult males are slightly larger than adult females and subtle differences in plumage (see above);  
No information on incubation. 

 


