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During 1988 and .1989 a total of 254 Pied Currawongs was trapped and colour-banded at
Springwood, New South Wales. The data resulting from this study show a build up of Pied Currawong
numbers at Springwood from January to a peak in Apri l .  Numbers then decl ined with only isolated
breeding pairs present from September to December. The arrival of immature birds peaked two months
before the peak in adult numbers. lmmature birds were far more mobile than adult birds and accounted
for a greater percentage of movements within the Blue Mountains region. More than half of the
immature birds disappeared from the study site after being banded while the adult birds stayed at the
banding site, on average, nearly twice as long as the immature birds (1 .5 months compared with
0.9/0.8 months). During 1989, 56 per cent of al l  the Pied Currawongs banded in the previous year
returned to the banding site. Of these, 27 per cent were immature birds. Recoveries document a
general easterly movement to lower altitudes during most months of the year. Westerly movements
only commenced in July with banded birds not reaching Blackheath until September. Movement of a
small  number of birds was recorded to the north of the study si le during August and September. Only
immature birds were recorded moving away from the Blue Mountains region with recoveries high-
l ighting a north-easterly path through Blacktown, West Pennant Hil ls, Mooney Mooney, the central
coast and on to Newcastle and Thornton. A small number also moved in a south/south-east direction.

INTRODUCTION

Many workcrs have commented upon seasonal
movcments of  Pied Currawttngs in  eastern Aust-
ra l ia :  Roberts  (19.12) ,  Strong (1966).  Readshaw
(1968 ) .  W imbush  (1969 ) ,  Buchanan  (19u3 ) ,  F r i t h
(1984).  In  h is  s tuc ly  of  Pied Currawongs in the
Albury region.  Rcadshaw (1968) documented
movements up to 320 km f rom the banding s i te
and a lso noted.  a long wi th other  authors,  that  th is
species is far morc prevalent around settled areas
dur ing thc non-breeding months.  He a lso
concludccl  that  seasonal  movcments were in  u
nor th-south d i rcct ion wi th b i rds shi f t ins in  a
souther ly  c l i rect ion in  the spr ing and a nor ther ly
d i rect ion dur ing autunln.  Wimbush (  1969)
showcd that  mov( j  mcnts around the Snowy
Mounterins were frclm high to low altitudes in
autumn wi th the rcvcrsc occurr ing in  spr ing.  He
pointed out  that  thei r  congregat ion in to f locks
around the local  towns mav be at t r ibuted to the
fact that most to\,! 'ns *".e it lower alt itudes. He
also noted that movcmcnts away from the area

were the widesprcad dispersal of immature and
non-breeding adul ts .  Simi lar  a l t i tud inal  move-
mcnts have been rccorded around Canbcrra
(Frith 1984) where few birds were sighted during
summer in compirrison to the substantial incrcase
dur ing the winter  months.

Winter f locks of Pied Currawongs were
observed in the lower Blue Mounta ins over  a
number of  vcars or ior  to  thc conrmencement of
th is  s tuc ly  and i t  was general ly  thought  that  th is
influx was due to movemcnts of birds frorn higher
altitudes. The aim of this twc'r-year study (19ltl3-89)
was to tcst t l.r is assumption by colour-bancling as
many indiv idual  b i rds as possib lc  to t rack thc i r
movements.

METHODS
Thc handing s i te (33' . l l '36"5.  150'- i -5 '30'E) at  Spr ingr.vood.

Ncu, South Walcs.  is  s i tualccl  in thc I l lue Mountains rcr : i . ,n at
an ar l t i tudc of  3.10 nrctrcs abovc sca lcvcl .

Picd Currawonqs wcrc capturccl  ut i l iz ing a t rup s inr i lar  to
that  dcscr ibcd by '  Strong (  1966) but  incorporatcd two ground-
lcvcl  funncls.  a ground lcvel  drop-tkror .  anci  a wirc seet i r r r . t

q q
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RESULTS

A total of 125 Pied C'urrawongs was banclcd
dur ing 1988 and 129 in l9 t i9  ( t r ig .  l , ) .  Thc sub-
stantial rise in captures cluring April in both years
coi r rc idcd wi th thc in f lux of  b i rc ls  in to the d is t r ic t .
Most birds left dr"rring the first hall '  of August
(1 August .  1988 and 12 August .  1989) wi th no
birds being captured cluring tl"rc pcriod Scptcrnbe r
to December.  a l though,  several  b i rds d id s tay and
breed in thc area dur ing th is  t ime (pcrs.  obs.) .
The nurnbcr of immatlrre birds trapped peakcd
during April ir.r both years while the aclult
numbers were at  thei r  maximum in . lunc (F ig.  1) .
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Figurc 2. Rc-.iigfttrrrgs o.f colour-burtded Piarl (-urruv'ort{.t irt
Ilte yeur ol tlteir battdin,q.

The number of  b i rds re-s ightec l  at  the banding
site during the year in which thc1, wcrc bandccl is
shown in t r igure 2.  Given that  morc iuvcni lcs
were present  t l . rar" r  adul ts  (F ig.  l ) .  i t  is  c lcar  that
adul t  b i rds wcrc morc l ikc ly  to rcmain at  thc
banding s i te  than immature b i rds.  Dur ing l98B
onlv 48 Der cent  of  immature bancled b i rds were
sighted again aftcr bcing released. A sin.ri lar
percentage (52%) was rccorded for 1989.
Comparablc percentages fclr adults wcrc 74 pcr
cent in l9[38 and -5,1 pcr ccnt in 1989. The average
per iod of  ' res ic lency '  at  the banding s i te  was
calculated at  1.5 months for  adul t  b i rds and 0.9
months for  immaturc b i rds dur ing 1988.  In 1989
the per iods were very s imi lar  -  1 .5 ancl  0.8
rcspcctivcly.

Sightings of birds outside a 3 krn radius fron-t
the banding s i tc  dur ing the year  in  which they
were banclcd are shown in F igurc 3.  Of  thcse.
56 per ccnt had moved to the south-cast of thc
banding s i tc .  B per  cent  to  thc nor th ancl  36 per
cent  to  the west .  The movement o l  b i rds to thc
south-east occurred frclm March through to
Deccmber whi le  movements wcstwards to h igher

tht l  coukl  bc pi r r t i t ioncci  of t  l ront  thc main t rap.  for  hold ing
lr r ) ( l  c \ t I i rc l lng t rappcd [ r i r t ls .  Bread und at  t intes ntcat  scral )s
*crc p l : rcet l  ins idc thc t rap u ' i th sonte smal ler  p icces
posi t ionct l  a i  thc cntr i rnces to thc funncls to cnt ice thci  b i rc ls
i r t s i t i c .  Tuo  l l i \ t  nc t s  ( 31  n tn t  n t csh )sc re  a l so  c rec ted  i n  t l r e
b i r ds ' l l i gh t  pa ths .  Thcsc  t $o  n t c t l r oc l s  nc r c  usec l  i n t l i v i c l ua l l y
o r  i n  con lL rnc t i on  u i t h  c i l c l t  ( ) t he r  i l t  va r v i ng  t i r nes  so  t ha t  t l r c
l l r r r ls  c l i t l  not  l )ecr)n lc ' t r i rp sh\ ' ' .  When the mist  nets l lere used
xi thorr t  t l tc  t l rP i rc i r rg p luccd i r r  thc area.  brcztc l  scraps rvcrc
t l t l oun  a roun r i  t ( )  coa \  t hc  b i r ds  c l ou r r  f r om  the i r  pc r chcs  i n
r te l r r l r t  t rcc: .  l -hc usc ol  nt is t  nets bv themschcs rrus onlv
cr t rp lor  ct l  or t  rarc occasi t )ns at  the be uinning of  the studr a.s
l t  \ \ i rs  sut)scqLlent l t  fount l  that  capture ratcs \ \ 'ere lar  h ighcr
t r s i ng  t hc  u i r c  t n rp .  Bu i t i ng  o f  t hc  t r ap  t ook  p l ace  i t t  app r { ) \ i -
n l i r tc l \ '0700 h cach t l t r r  \ \ 'hcn ntost  b i rds uere prcscnt  in t l rc
v ic i l t i t r .  

- l  
hc t rap * l rs lc f t  ope n c lur ing tveekclays s()  that  t l . )e

tr i rds sould l rccontc fatn i l iar  q i th i t  ancl  thcn sct  on rveekencls.
[ : r ' c r r  l r l t c r  t ak i ng  : r l l  t h c  abovc  p r ccau t i ons  on l ]  6  pe r  cen t  o f
i r i rds banr jct l  *erc caught in t l te t rap a sccond t inte.  Recording
ol  colout  b l tnr ls  of  a l l  ntarkecl  b i rc ls bccamc the best  r leans of
' rc t ra[)p i r )g '  i r rc l i r  i t lual  b i r t ls  and *  as carr icd out  dai lv .
Tr  l rpping s us carr ic t l  out  regular lv  evert  Sir turdav ancl  at  least
t*o Sunt iavs cvcn nronth throuqhout 191J8 and l9f i9 even
t l r r r ing thosc n ' ronths nhcrt  onlv a fcu Picd Curratvonqs were

I)rcsent  i l t  thc b i tndir rg s i tc .  Thc t rap \ \ 'as set  f rom 07(X) h unt i l
150( l  h r i i th nrost  b i r (1s bcins causht  berween 07(Xl  h and
() lJ . r0 h.

. \  nrctu l  l rant l  uus placct l  on thc lc l t  tarsus of  t rapped birds
( i runt ls  suppl icd bv thc r \ustra l ian Birc l  ant l  Bat  Bancl ing
Schcnc -  / \Bf lUS).  A ntastcr  colour t r .as p lacecl  abclve the
I r t c t i t l  b r | r r i  ( ] c l l o r i  =  l t )S f i .  l i gh t  s r cen :  1989 )  and  t h r cc
ct t l t tur  b l tnt ls  Nct .c p lacecl  on thc r ight  tarsus (combi l tut i ( )ns
supp l i c c l  bv  ABBBS) .  Thc  co lou r  o f  t he  b i r c l s ' gapc .  i r i s  unc l
l r i l l  ucrc n() tcd.  l l i rds u i th a vclkxv gape wcrc dccntccl
i r t r n l r l u r c .  i . c .  i n  t hc i r  f i r s t  v ca r  o f  l i f e  (W imbush  196 ( l ) .

, \ r . t ic lcs ucrc prrb l ishct l  in  the local  press out l in inq the
slr r r i r .  hol  thc b i rds ucrc rnarkccl  l tnc l  asking for  assistancc
lrorr  lcs i r lcnts in thc dist r ic t .  Detai ls  *ere also broaclcast  ovcr
the local  corrrnruni t r  raci io st l r t ion.  Thc of f iccs of  thc Nerv
Sout l t  Wule s Nut ional  Parks ancl  Wi lc l l i fe Se n, icc at
l l l : r c khc l t h  l n r l  C i l cnb rook  uc r c  no t i f i cd  so  t hu t  anv  i nqu i r i c .
co rL l d  be  r l i r c c tec l  t ( )  r nc .  \ l l s t c r  co l ou rs  anc l  co l ou r  con rb i na -
t io l rs r rcrc not  prrb l ished so that  s ight ings coukl  bc rcadi l l ,
chcckecl  r rgr i r ts t  ntv rccorc is i inc l  rer i f ied.
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altittrcles cclmmenced in Julv with banded birds
f i rs t  recorded at  Blackhcath ( the far thest
rccoveries to tl.re west) in Seotembcr. A scries of
sightings highli-sht this alt itudinal movement.
091-17151 was banded on 16 January,  1988 and
was subsequent lv  s ightcd south-east  at  Glenbrook
on 4 Septcmber.  1988.  I t  then reappeared at  the
barrd ing s i tc  on 12 September.  1988.  091-11160
was banded on 5 February.  1988.  s ighted at  Mt
Riverv iew on 21 June.  i988 and thcn returned to
the banding s i te  on 2: l  June.  1988.  091-17828 was
bancled on 30 Apr i l .  1988 and was subsequent ly
seen at  Winmalec on 16 May,  l9 i l8  and at  Val ley
Hcights on 20 June.  1988.  I t  then headed wcst
and wars s ighted at  Faulconbr idge on 8 July .  l98B
ancl  Hazelbrook on l8  August .  1988.

Thc total movements of 43 individually iden-
tifred bircls from 1988 to 1992 (Fig. a) present a
s i rn i lar  pat tern to those wi th in the year  of  band-
ing: ;19 per cent to the south-east. 15 per cent to

J. R. Farrell: Movement patterns of Pied Currawonqs 97

the north and 36 per ccnt to the west. There is a
slight decreasc in the percentage of birds that
headed south-east with a corrcsponding increase
in b i rds that  hcadcd nor th.  Several  b i rds actual ly
took up residency at the northerly township of
Bowen Mountain and were sighted regularly over
several months. Most (70'X,) of these movements
were o[  immature b i rds.

Movements away from the Blue Mountains
region are shown in Figure 5. This shows a north-
ward trend along the coastal plain. The only
recorded sightings during 1988 came from
Heckenberg where a band was retrieved from a
dead bird and a report from Mooney Mooncy that
d id not  l is t  a  complete colour  combinat ion but  in
all probabil ity the bird was banded at Springwood
(B.  Male -  ABBBS. pers.  comm.) .  Dur ing 19t39
nine sightings were reported, the farthest at
Thornton. 142km to the NE. All birds sishted at
Blacktown were banded ear lv  in  1988 and
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Figure 3. Movetnents oJ colour-banded Pied Currawongs in the BIue Mountains reS1ion (outsitle a 3 knt radius.front the banding
sitel during the year in w'hich they were banded.
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Figurc J. Nurrtber ol colour-hutuletl Pietl Curruwongs sighted ucross the BIue Mountains region.front ]988 to 1992.
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comDletc colour combinations were recorded. A
banci from a carcass found at West Pennant Hil ls
identif ied a bird that was trapped in July the
previous vear .  One b i rd (091-17810) was banded
on 9 Anril. 1988 and after visit ins Blacktown on
6 Apr i l .  1989 f lew to Mor isset  and was s ighted on
28 Jr"rne. 1989. The reDort from Gwandalan did
not  inc lu i le  a orec ise c6lour  combinat ion but  d id
record the maiter colour over the metal band on
the bird's left tarsus. One bird seen at Newcastle
and anothcr at Thornton were banded in March
and Fcbnrary. 1989 respectively. No sightings farther
south than Warragamba have been reported. Of
thc bandcd birds sishted outside the Blue
Mountains,  a l l  those indiv idual ly  ident i f ied by
colour combinations were immature when banded.

Of the b i rds banded in 1988,  40 per  cent  were
sighted ancl individually recognized within 3 km
of the biinding site in 1989 (Table 1). This figure
does not include 21 sightings of birds that were
missins bands but sti l l  retained the master colour

on their left tarsus. This takes the percentage
return to a minimum of 56 per cent. This per-
centage is a minimum because it was sometimes
very diff icult to record the colour combinations of
all the colour banded birds that f lew around
during feeding times. Adults had a much higher
percentage return of 57 per cent oompared Io 27
per cent for immature birds. This trend is
apparent in all months of banding except for July
where adult and immature returns were similar.

DISCUSSION

The arrival of Pied Currawongs at Springwood
during autumn and winter coincides with their
arrival in other centres in both New South Wales
and Victoria: Beecroft (Roberts 1942), Mittagong
(Walsh 1965), Austinmer (Strong 1966), Albury
(Readshaw 1965), Island Bend and Waste Point
(Wimbush 1969),  Leura (Vel lenga 1980),  Can-
berra (Frith 1984), Timbertop (Nicholls and
Woinarski 1988). Armidale (Bass 1989).

Key
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Jan uarl'
Fe bruart
Marcl r
Apr i l
May
June
July
August

Mean

0 (0)
0 (2)

14 (1)
23  (31 )
2 t  (  l 1 )
30 ( r0)
7r  (7)
0 (0)

2t (71)

TABLE 1
Pcrccntagc of  imrnature and adul t  Pied Currawongs which
werc bandet l  in l98l l  and re-s ichtecl  in 1989 wi th in a 3 km
radius of  thc bancl ing s i tc .  Total  numbcr of  b i rds bandcd in

cach month is  shown in parenthcscs.

Mon th
banclcri Adul ts Immatures

breeding season ol Pied Currawongs commcnccs
during September in the southern part of their
range (Recher 1976; Macdonald 1992; Marchant
1992) so the disappearance of birds fiom urban
arcas over such a wide area during spring can be
attributed to breeding activit ies in adjacent bush-
land rather than localized factors such as food
availabil ity. Regular diurnal movements have
been observcd at Armidale (Bass 1990) but were
not evident at the banding site.

Vel lenga (1980) noted,  but  d id not  tabulate,
some movements away from Leura. Records
supplied by the ABBBS show that one bird
(090-77395), which was bandcd by her at Leura
on 6 October. 1966 was recovered at Lawson on
10 March, 1967 * a movement to a lower alt itude .
To date no colour-banded individuals have been
observed at towns at a higher alt itude and then
re-sighted at Springwood but all available
evidence points to at least sclme Pied Currawongs
moving from highcr alt itudes to lower alt itudes
dur ing autumn/winter  and then return ing dur ing
winter/spring.

Movements to lowcr alt itudes during the
autumn/winter period ancl to higher alt itudes
during spring have also bccn recorclecl at
Canberra (Frith 1984) and the Snowy Mountains
(Wimbush 1969) although Wirnbush attributcd
the movement from hishcr alt itudes to krwer
altitudcs as a reflection oibirds seurchins for fooci
in  set t led areas that  ure usual ly  s i tuat id  in  the
val leys.  This is  not  thc casc in  thc Bluc Mounta ins
region as towns are situated at regular intcrvals
across a range of alt itudes.

Total movements across the Blue Mountains
over the two years of the study plus observations
up t<> 1992 (Fig. a) show that nearly half the
movements were to a lower alt itude with just over
a th i rd to a h igher  a l t i tude.  Movements nor th-
wards only accountcd for  1-5 pcr  ccnt  of  s ight ings.
As there are very few towns to the north-west
and none fbr some considerable distance to the
south of  the banding s i te .  the probabi l i ty  of
sightings in those directions was very much
reduced.  This may have b iascd thc rcsul ts  s l ight ly .
Even so the major  movements wi th in the Blue
Mountains are in an eilst-west direction. These
movements involved both immature and adul t
birds with the immatures being the largcst com-
poncnt  (70%).

I  (X)

100
oo
56
+5
57
67
33
57

( 1 )
( 1 )
(3 )
(e)

( l l )
(  t1)
( 1 2 )
(3 )

(-51)

The major influx of birds and peak capturcs
occurred dur ing Apr i l  in  both 1988 and 1989.
Vel lcnga (1980) noted an increase in numbers at
Leura dur ing Apr i l  wi th a peak in  May,  Junc and
July. Arrival of birds at Mittagong (Walsh 1965)
commencecl  in  Apr i l  and increased to a pcak in
July with a similar pattern occurring at Beecroft
(Roberts l9:12) and Canberra (Frith 1984). The
inf lux was s l ight ly  la tcr  at  Armidale wi th a
marked increasc dur ing May.  I t  would appear
that  the incrcase in the number of  Pied
Currawongs at Thornleigh (Buchanan 1983) was
slightly later than at the previously mcntioned
sites and may reflect an influx from other regions
as indicated by th is  s tudy (see Fig.  5) .

Thc pcak in  the number of  immature b i rds was
in Apr i l  in  both 1988 and 1989 wi th the peak in
adul t  numbcrs in  June (Fig.  1) .  I t  would appear
frorn these caDture details that immature birds
werc the first io congregate at Springwood with
most adults following one or two months later.
Immature birds were less l ikely to remain at the
banding site (Fig. 2) and in some instances travelled
some dis tance awav.

Thcrc was a sharp drop in both numbers of
birds present at the site and the numbcr capturcd
dur ing August  wi th only  several  pai rs  of  res ident
b i rds being s ighted between Scpte mbcr and
Deccmber.  A s imi lar  dcc l ine in  numbers dur ins
Ar.rgr.rst and September was noted at Beecroft
(Roberts 1912). Mittagong (Walsh 196-5),
Canberra (Fr i th  1984).  T imbertop (Nichol ls  and
Woinarsk i  1988) and Armidale (Bass 1989).  The
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Figurc 5. Ret.ordetl nlovenrcnts of colour-banded Pied Currawongs away from the banding site from 1988 to 1991
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A different pattern is evident when movements
outside the region are examined (Fig. 5). An
easterly and then a noticeably northward move-
ment from Springwood occurred during the
autumn/winter period. There was only one record
of a bird that partially followed the route outl ined
in Figure 5 and then returned to the banding site.
The bird in question (091-11198) was banded on
-5 April, 1988 and was sighted at Blacktown on two
occasions, 5 December, 1988 and 11 March, 1989.
It then reappeared at Springwood on 25 Aprll,
1989 and was not seen after 29 Mav.1989. The
sighting of a colour-banded bird with a yellow
master colour at Warragamba during 1991 does
not provide information on seasonal movements
as this journey lasted at least two years. The same
can be said for two other recorded movements.
The first was a journey from Leura to Buxton a
distance of 62 km to SSE (Vellenga 1980) that
took place from April 1967 to July 1968. The
second was from Wentworth Falls to Silverdale a
distance of 31 km south-east (ABBBS banding
records) that occurred from August 1981 to
June 1983. However, these three riovements do
document a small south-easterly shift from the
Blue Mountains.

Readshaw (1968) concluded from his study
centred at Albury and other recorded movements
that 'most Pied Currawongs regularly shift south-
wards in spring and northwards in autumn in New
South Wales and northern Victoria'. The data
presented in this paper show that this coniecture
is not as clear cut in the central eastern part of
New South Wales.

The number of Pied Currawonss banded in
1988 that returned to within a 3 krn-radius of the
banding site in 1989 (Table 1) was high with a
mlnlmum percentage return of 56 per cent. In
comparison, the four-year study by Vellenga
(1980) at Leura and a six-year study by Wimbush
(1969) in the Snowy Mountains recorded only I
per cent and 15.6 per cent respectively. These
lower percentages of returns/retraps could simply
be attributed to the difficulty of retrapping
banded birds because of their wariness. The
number of adults re-sighted (57%) was higher
than the number of immature birds (27"/"').

The high percentage return of birds at
Springwood would indicate a fairly 'stable'

population within the Blue Mountains region
and this may necessitate many immature birds

travelling farther afield to establish breeding/
feeding ierritories as indicated by the movemeit
data. This is also supported by comparisons of
the average period of residency of banded
immature and adult birds. Immature birds stayed
on average only half as long as adult birds. A
small number of immature birds did remain in the
area and at least 2'7 oer cent returned in 1989.
These birds probably became part of the Blue
Mountains population.

This study highlights a trend in movements to
lower altitudes over a longer range of time
(March to December) than was recorded at
Canberra and the Snowy Mountains. Movements
to a higher altitude were more clear cut and
started in July with the farthest point west
reached in November. A small gro[p of birds
travelled north and was seen resularlv at Bowen
Mountain. As there are no towis diiectly south
for some distance no reports of sightings could be
expected and therefore some movement in that
direction cannot be ruled out. Unfortunatelv. I
was unable to document a precise and regular
altitudinal movement pattern to the west as no
bird banded at Springwood was subsequently
sighted at higher altitudes and then re-sighted at
Springwood. A definite altitudinal movement to
the east was demonstrated by a small number of
birds that were banded, sighted at some distance
to the east of Springwood and subsequently
returned to the banding site. This study suggests
a regular movement of birds from high to low
altitudes in the Blue Mountains durini summer/
autumn with a reversal occurring in winier/spring.

Movements of Pied Currawongs are still poorly
known over much of their ranse but further
banding at strategic places wif certainly fill
substantial gaps in our knowledge.
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE DIET OF THE LEWIN'S HONEYEATER
Meliphaga lewin1 lN THE ILLAWARRA RAINFOREST,
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Observations were made on the feeding behaviour of Lewin's Honeyeaters over a five year period.
The species of plant which contributed fruit to the diet were recorded for each month of the year.
Lewin's Honeyeaters in the lllawarra region of New South Wales were found to consume the fruit of
22 nalive and 2 introduced plant species, and some fruit of these species were available in all months
of the vear.

INTRODUCTION

The Lewin's Honeyeatcr Meliphaga lewinii is a
characteristic bird of Australian rainforests,
ranging from Cooktown in the north of Queens-
land to the Dandenong Ranges in Victoria (Pizzey
1980). It also has the distinction of being the only
honeyeater which has adapted to l iving in the
rainforests of south-eastern Australia. Although
basical ly  a ra inforcst  spccies,  Lcwin 's  Honeyeater
can a lso be f requent ly  seen in adjo in ing wet
scleronhvll forests. heathland and man-made

habitats such as farmland, gardens and fruit
orchards. It f inds food in all these habitats but
possibly its greatest variety of food sources is to
be found in raintbrests and their edges and it is
there where it is most common.

Like most honeyeater species, the Lewin's
Honeyeater includes a lot of insects and other
invertebrates in its diet as well as the nectar of a
variety of f lowers (Barker and Vestjens 1990).
However it differs from all other temDerate Aust-
ralian honeyeaters in that it eats a widc range of


