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LOW ALTITUDE RECORD OF
RUFOUS SCRUB.BIRD
Atrichornis rufescens

The Rufous Scrub-bird Atrichorni,s rufescens is
an uncommon and elusive sDecies. Once distributed
tl.rrough a range of alt itLrdes, it has been considered
cxtirpated frorn bektw 400 m (Morris et al. 1L)BI).
and in recent years has been found rarely bclow
6(X) rn. The bird is very diff icult to see, and even
then an observcd indiv idual  is  a lmost  a lways a
cal l ing ac lu l t  r ra le.  Fcmales and young b i rds are
vcrv crvptic. ancl unlike the male are not vocal
anci show litt lc responsc to broadcasted recordings
of 'ca l ls .  This  has led to v i r tual lv  a l l  i l lust rat ions
l rnr l  photographs und most  desci ip t ions refcrr ing
to aclult males. which also comprise the majority
of specimens reprcsented in museum collections.
In l ight  of  th is  in format ion.  an indiv idual  net tcd
during an Australian Bird Study Association
banding workshop is  of  in terest  because of  i ts
placc of capture and its probable age.

A Rufous Scrub-bird was nctted and banded
by Br ian Tynan at  Pappinbarra (31"15'28"S,
152"25'1(I 'E). 4-5 km west of Wauchope, New South
Wales, on 19 April 1987 (band no. 040-86545).
Bcfore thc bircl was released, plumage notes and
rncasurelnents wcrc taken by Wal ter  Boles.

The altitude of the Pappinbarra netting site was
about 240 m. well below the lower alt itude at
which this srlecies is now considered to occur. It
was in a flai area that had been cleared of forcst
as part of a homestead. This has since failed and
the area is now a field study centre. The actual
site of thc net was in a former rose gardcn, sti l l
containing roses and other non-native plants. This
is very unlike the strict habitat normally required
hy this species (Ferrier 1986). There is regrowth
of bracken fern and Wild Tobacco up to the
garden, which is about ,50 m from the nearest
nat ive vegctat ion.

The bird is considered to have been an
immature. The body plumage was textured l ike
that of an adult. without the looseness associated
with iuvenile body feathers in passerines. The
chin and throat were l isht fawn-brown. darker on
lower part, with a yellrwish tinge; there was no
black on breast .  as in  the adul t  male.  The wings
and tail were barred black: thev lacked excessive
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wear, and were probably new although somewhat
ruffled from netting. There was no wing moult;
thc outer left tail feather was not fully grown.
Soft part colours wcre upper mandible dark horn-
brown. tip paler; lower mandible horn-brown,
basc pale cream yellow; gape pale cream yellow;
and iris dark brown. Measurements were wins
60 mm. wingspan 199 mm, ta l l12 mrn,  to ta l  head
lcngth 37.2 mm ar.rd weight 21.0 g. A photograph
of this individual by Nigel Secomb has bcen
depositcd with the NPIAW (XT8896).

This individual differed from details of plurnage,
soft parts and measurcmcnts given for juvenilcs
(Jackson 1921) and adul t  females (Jackson 1920),
while agreeing wcll with the young malc dcscribed
by Jackson (11)21) . I t  var ied f rom the immature
male in Slater er a1. (1986) by thc absence of
dusky markings along the side of and pale centre
to the chest. It could have been an immature
femalc.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

David Geer ing providcd c leta i ls  of  thc bancl ing s i te.  Sirnon
Ferrier drcw attention to thc scrub-bircl clcscriotions of
Jackson. Thc Nat ional  Phrr tographie Int iex o l  Austra l ian
Wild l i fe permit tcd examinat ion of  thc photograph.

REFERENCES

Fcrr icr .  S.  (19U5).  Habi tat  rcquirements of  a rare spccics.  the
Rutbus Scrub-bird.  In 'Bi rds ol  Eucalypt  Forests and Wood-
lands:  Ecology.  Conserval ion.  Managcment. '  (E,ds A.
Kcast. H. F. Recher. H. Ford and D. Saunders) pp. 241-218.
(Surrey 'Beatty & Sons:  Chipping Norton.)

Jackson. S.  W. (1920).  Haunts of  the Rufous Scrub-Bird
(An'ichornis rufescens, Ramsay). Discovcrv of the female
on the MacPherson Range, s. -e -  Quccnslant l .  Emu 19:
258 272.

Jackson. S.  W. (1921).  Second t r ip to Macphcrson Range,
south-east Queensland. Emu 2O: 195-209.

Mor r i s ,  A .  K . .  McG i l l .  A .  R .  and  Ho lmcs .  G .  ( 1981 ) . 'Hand -
l is t  of  Birds of  New South Wales. '  (New South Wales Fie lc l
Orni thologists Club:  Sydney.)

Slater .  P. .  Slater .  P.  and Slater .  R.  (1986).  'The Slater  Fie ld
Guidc to Austra l izrn Birds. '  (Rigb1' :  Sydncy).

WALTER E. BOLES
Austral ian Museum. 6 Col leee Street .  Svclnev.  NSW 2000

BRIAN TYNAN
8 Feran Crescent. Cloffs Harbour. NSW 2.150

Received 2lJ March. 1991


