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Between Apri l  1961 and June 1983, 21 540 Yellowjaced Honeyeaters Lichenoslomus

ch.ysops and 7 057 White-naped Honeyeaters Meli lhteplus /unaius were bandeo

at inlrtv-tour places in the Auslral ian Capital Terr i tory The bands were provided by the

Aus t ra l i an  B i rd -Band inq  Scheme,  CS IRO D iv i s i on  o f  W i l d l i f e  and  Range lands  Resea rch

I luntl ing ulont t/r<' Murrunbitlqec l l irct

S ix  o l  thc  p laces  a t  \ !h ich  honc) ,ea tc .s  wcrc
bant lc r l  rvc rc  a lo rg  thc  Mur rumbidgcc  R iver
shc le  I2  927 \  c l lo rv - facec l  Ho l !cyca ters  and
. l  677 Whi lc -napcd Honcycatc rs  werc  banded in
March .  Apr i l  and  Ma!  dur ing  thc  au tumn mlgra-
tion of thcsc t\\ 'o spccics. Thc barttl ing \\ 'as un(lcr-
t l kcn  i r  a r l  u t tcnrp t  to  c l i scovcr  thc  o r ig ins  anc l
l l cs t ina t ions  o f  thc  Ye l low- faccd an t l  Whi tc -
napcri Honcycalcrs \\ 'hich ntigratc along thc river
i l r  i l u tunrn-  Ban i l ing  took  p lace  in  most  years
f ronr  196]  th rough to  1977:  the  nra jo r i t y  o f
b i rds  ( I l l l ( ro )  *c re  bandcc l  in  1964.  1965.  1969
u n d  1 9 7 0  ( l - a b l c  I ) .

Thc  numbcr  o f  honeyeaters  banded a long thc
NlLr r rumbic lgcc  R ivcr  in  au tunrn  var ied  cons idcr -
air!,v lrom -!-tar to t-car. As n0 information is
ar r i lab lc  on  the  numbers  o f  honeycatc rs  wh ich
$.c rc  observcc l  to  bc  migra t ing  a t  thc  t ime,  o r
on  uha l  c l lo r t  \as  pu t  in to  captur ing  thcm,  no
cxp lanut ion  can bc  o l l c rcd  to  account  fo r  the
var ia t ion  in  thc  nunrbcrs  banded.  Wi lson  (196. j )
con : idc r -s  thu t  thc  Ncathcr  cond i t ions  prcva i l ing
r t  l l ' r c  t imc harc  an  in f lucncc  o l r  thc  numbcr  o f
honcvcetc rs  \ \h ich  nrove a iong thc  r i vc r  c .g  few
nr ig ra tc  *  hcn  i t  i \  o lc lcas t .

A l though l6  604 hone) 'ca tc rs  \ \ ' c re  banded
a long thc  Mur rumbi t lgcc  I { i l c t  in  aLr tumn,  on ly
lbur  Ye I low- faccc l  I  Io l l c ] -ca tc rs  lnd  two Whi te  -

napec l  Honeyeate t -s  rvc tc  \ubscqucn l l ) '  r ccovcrcd
(Tab lc  2 ) .

In  add i t ion  to  thc  honeycotc l r  wh ich  were
caught and banclctl. f ir 'c Ycllow-faccd Honcy-
eatc rs  and one Whi tc -napc( l  Honcyeatc r  vh ich
werc  a l ready  wcar ing  bands \c rc  caught  a long
the  Mur rumbidgcc  I l i l c r  in  au tumn.  Thcsc  had
bcen banded \ome t imc car l i c r .  c i thc r  a t  p laccs
a long the  Mur rumbidgee R iver ,  bu t  ou ts idc  o f
ths  au tunn pcr iod .  o |  a t  p laces  away I rom the
Murumbidgec  R ivcr  (  Tab le  - l ) .

Thcsc lwclve reccl\crics arc 1oo fcrv to providc
any  conc lus ivc  in fo rmat ion  about  the  or ig ins  and
dest ina t ions  o f  the  Yc l low- faced Honeyeaters  and
Whi te -naped Honeycaters  wh ich  nr ig ra te  c lu r ing
autumn a long thc  Mur rumbidgee l l i ve r  in  thc
,A .us t ra l ian  Cap i ta l  Ter r i to ry .

Banding at otl l(t t imcs und plueas

In  adc l i l i on  to  thc  honcycatc rs  bandcd a long
t i rc  Mur rumbidgcc  R iver  in  March ,  Apr i l  anc l
l\4ay. 8 6l -i Ycllou.facctl Honcvcatcrs antl -l -180
Whi te -napcd Honcvca le ls  rn 'c rc  bandcd i l t  o lher
p laccs  in  thc  ALrs t ra l ian  ( 'ap i ta l  Tcr r i to rv .  o r '
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TABLE I
The numbers of honevea(ers banded ench ]car in-March, Ap.l-and Ma, at lrx places along the Murrumbidgee River in lhe AustrarranCapilal Terr i lory. and thc numhir of the,e Jl i . t  *! . .-*U".qu"ntry ."cou"r.a.

a) Yellow-faced Honeyeater
1963 196,1 1965 t966 1967 19611 tg69 1g7O lgTt tg72 1973 19.t4 t9i5 lg.t6 tg.7.l Totals

Banded
Recovered

6 2 3  1 1 0 5  2 0 l r
I

143 ,155 103 6 t2 927
:l

29 258 4 781 3 343 53 l7
2 1

b) White-naped Honeyeater
1963 196.1 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 tg7t tg72 tg.73 tg71 tg.t5 )976 tg17 Totals

Banded
Recovered

123 683 | 158 640 3
I

953 1',7
I

2 l 3 671
2

TABLE 2
Recoverv detai ls of honeyeaters banded in autumn along thc Murrumbidgec River.

020-77 | t7

021-.119,{3

02r-50631t

{)21-5,1.125

020,9235.1

{ J2 I -,1 | 75,1

26. 1.65
2 6 . 4 . 6 5
1 . . 1 . 6 9

t2. 1.70
1 9 . . 1 . 6 9
1 . 1 . 9 . 7 0
12 .  1 .70
. 1 . 5 . 7 3

Free-flying.
Retrapped.
Fr€e-flying.
Retrapped.
Free-flying.
Found dead.
Free-flyin8.
Ki l ledbycar.

S.J. Wilson
3 krn SSE
M.T .  Murn

M.T .  Murn
l 8 k m N
M.T .  Murn
240 km NE

M.T. Murn
l9(J krn NE
M. ' I .  Mu rn
22 km WNW

16. ,1.65 Adulr.
29. 7.67 Relrapped.
1. 4.69 Adult.

25.10.69 Retrapped.

a) Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Pine lsland. Murrumbidgec River. A.C.T. '
Point Hut, Murrurnbidgee Rivcr. A_C.T.
Point Hut. Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T.
At bandingplace.
Poinl Hut, Murrumbidgee Rivcr. A.C T
Turner. Canberra, A.C.T.
Point Hut. Murrumbidgcc River. A C T
Kurrajoog. NSW

b) White-naped Honeyeater
Point Hur. Murrumbidgee River. A.C T.
Near Fairy Meadow. NSW
Point Hut. Murrumbidgee Rivcr. A.C.T.
Lee s Creek. Brindabella Range, A.C.T.

'The locarions ol rhe sit€s wirhin thc A.c.T. menti()ned in the tcxt and in Tabler 2. 3 and,l  are shown in Figurc L

TABLE 3
Delai ls  of  honc!c.r ters rccovered along thc Murrumbidgee Rivcr  in autumn but  b.rncled etsewhere or  at  othcr  t imes.

020-2-t3s1

020-.153,16

020-57631

020-66753

020-93796

020-8703.r

L  1 0 . 6 1
1 7 .  1 6 5
IJ. l  L62
2 7 . 4 . 6 3
27 .10 .63
1 4 . 3 . 6 . 1
3 { ) . 3 . 6 4
12 . .1 .64
3 l .  7 .65
3 . 5 . 6 9

1 2 . . 1 . 6 4
lu. '1.64

Free-flying.
Retrapped.
Free-flying.
Retrapped.
Free-flyin!!.
Retrapped.
Free-flying.
Relrapped.
Free-flying.
Retrapped.

Adult.
Rctrapped.

a) Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Pine lsland. Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T.
At banding placc.
AngleCrossing, Murrumbidgee River, A.C.T. M.T. Murn
At banding place.
AngleCrossing. Murrurnbidgce River, A.C.T_ M.T. Murn
At banding place.
Blundell 's Creek. Brindabella Range. A. C.T. M.T. Murn
Pine Island. Murrumbidgee River. A.C.T. 21 km ESE
Grafton. NSW p.D. Srrong
Point Hut, Murrumbidgee Rivcr. A.C.T. 715 km SS*

b) White-naped Honey€teJ

S. J Wilson

Blundell 's Crcek, Brindabella Range. A.C.T
Pine Island. Murrumbidgee River, A.C.T.

M.T. Murn
2 l  kmESE
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TABLE .1

Dctai l \  of  other honevcalcrs bandcd in thc A.C.T.  and recovered morc than l0 ktn l rom thci r  bandlDg placc

(J:0-11775

{)10-{3171

l):0-.13781

r ) : 0  5771 I

0l{)-6766.1

{)2t l . l l l l r i

1 6 . 9 . 6 2
ll. I L 6-l
L  l  l . 6 l

27. t ) .62
l .  I  l . 6 l

l . t .  I  .63
5 .10 .6 ' 1

11 .  l : . 6 l
1 6 . 9 . 4
2 7 . 9 . 6 1
It.10.6.1

t t . : . 6 9
t 0 . 9 . 7 0
t9 . I  L70
:r i .  ] ] .70
l .  5 .71

Frccl lying.
Rctrappcd.
Rctrappcd.
Free-f lying.
Retrapped.
Free-f lying.
Retrapped.
Frcc-f lyiner.
Retrapped.
Free-f lying.
Hit window.
Frcc { lying.
Retr pped.
Rctrapped.
Relrnppcd
Retrapped.

S J. Wilson

2lt km W
S.  J .  W i l son
l5  km NW
S. J. wi lson
26 km ENE
M.T. Murn
,10 km SSE
S. J. Wilson

26  km ENE

a) Yellow-faced Honeyeater

Narrabundah. Canbcrra.  A.C.T.
l .cc s Creek.  Br indabel la Rango. A.C.T.
Lce sCrcck.  Br indabelh Rrnge, A.C.T.

Pinc hland,  Murrumbidgec River.  A.C.T.
Murrumbidgee Br idge.  Murrumbidgec River.  A C.T

Lec s Creek,  Br indabcl la Range, A.C. l  .
Bolanic Gardens,  Canbcrra.  A. f l .T.

Ur i  r raClrossing,  MurrumbidScc River.  A.C.T.
Anglc Crossing,  Murrurnbidgcc River.  A.C. l  .

Murrumbidgee Br idgc.  Murrumbidgee River.  A.C.T.
Forrest .  Canbcrra,  A.C.T.

Lee s Creek.  Br indabel la Range, A.C. '1 .
Botanic Gardens.  Canberra.  A.C.T.
Bolanic Gardcns.  Canberra,  A.C.T.
Botanic Gardcns.  Canberra,  A.C.T
Botanic ( ;ardens.  Canberra.  A.C.T.

t , i

r 3

;,,,:'\

l'l'i"" 7''

a long thc  Mur rumLr i i lgce  R ivcr  in  mor ths  o thcr
than March ,  Apr i l  and  May.  Of  thesc .  s ix  ye l low-
faccd Honcycaters werc later rccovcred at dis-
tanccs  i11  cxcess  o f  I0km f rom thc i l  band ing
p laccs  (Tab lc  , l ) .  Thcsc  recovc t ies  a rc  a lso  too
few to  p lov ide  any  conc lus ive  in fo rmat ion  about
the  migra t ion  o f  Yc l low- faccd Honeycaters .
None o f  thc  Whi tc -napcd Honcyea lers  wcrc
rccoverc t l  in  cxccss  o f  l0  km o f  thc i r  band ing
p lace .

Ycllorv-facccl Honeyeaters and White-nape d
Honcvcaters  a rc  v i r tua l l y  ab5cnt  dur ing  the
win ter  n ron ths  f rom Ncw Chum's  Road (Lamrn
ant l  Wi lson  1966) ,  Lce 's  Crcck  Road,  Bush-
ranger 's  ( ' r cck  Road,  and B lundc l l  s  C ' rcek  Road,
a l l  o f  w l r i ch  a re  in  the  Br indabc l la  Range,  A .C.T .
(F igure  I  ) .  The banc l ing  and rccapture  o f  Ye l low-
facccl Honcycaters and Whitc-naped Honeycatcrs
a t  these p laccs  s ince  l96 l  have shown tha t  rnany
ind iv idua l  b i rds  re tu rn  to  them year  a f te r  year .
however ,  band ing  has  n( ) t  sh( )wn whcrc  they  go
in  t l rc  \ !  i r ' r t c r  months .

A to ta l  o f  6  557 Ye l low- faccd Honeyeatc rs
dnt l  2  539 Whi tc -napec l  Honcyca lc rs  have been
banc led  in  thc  Br inc labe l la  Range.  Of  these,
2 754 Yellow-faced Hoeycaters (421ct) antl | 061
Whitc-naped Honeycaters (429o) rl 'ere banded
c lu r ing  March ,  Apr i l  o r  May a t  B lunde l l ' s  Creek
Roat l .  Thcsc  rc la t i vc ly  la rgc  to ta ls  suggest  tha t
B lundc l l ' s  (  rc 'ek  Road mav be  on  an  au tumn

i
(r)

,0,,, 1 asr a.:;l:,, ' Lrrban a,ea.r canbcra

t ; ig l r rc l .  . f i / ( r  in th(  A C. ' l  nt (ntk) tx 'd in th? tc\ t  a l
whith l elktw-larcl Ht)n.\\,ut.r:i and Whit!-
nuptd Ht ' r rcteuters hule been bandel  or
r( t ,v(r t  d.

),1''r, \

..fi-''e*q,

,  ' . 1  r
i ' ' '  ' '  , i  '  

' '
I t:' 

i

I  
' l i
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nr lg r t t lon  rou lc  lo r  t l t csc  honeycatc r \ .  Dcsp i tc
thc  l i i rgc  nuntbcrs  banc lc t l  a t  B lundc l l . s  ( , reek
Roat l  t lL i l ing  au tun tn  on lv  onc  yc l low- faced
Honcvc l tc .  and onc  Whi ic -napc t l  l toneyeatc i :
i l c rc  suhscc lucn t l t  rccorc rc t l  morc  than lb  km
a\ \  r \  (scc  ' fab lc  

4 ) .

Drs(.usstoN
I )csp i tc  thc  rc r l  la rgc  numbers  o f  yc l low_

lacc( l  I loncYca lc rs  cnd \ \ ,h i tc -napcd Honey_
ca lc fs  \ \h ich  harc  becn ban i lcc l  in  the  Aus t ra i ian
(  r p i t r r l  l  c r n r ( , f \  r h (  h u n . l i r r g  o l  r h e . c  . f r c c i e .
l r i \  l ( ' l \ l  u \  r i r r  l i t t l c  r h l l u r  t h c i r  m i g r u t i u n \ .' I  

hc  cont inu ing  Ia i lu fc  to  ob ta in  Lh is  in fo rmat ion
\ \a \  thc  rcason \ \ 'h !  thc  la rgc-sca lc  band ing  o f
l l r c \c  spcc lcs  ! l long  thc  \ lu r rumbidgee R iver .  in
au tunrn  \ \as  d iscont inucd in  1970 cont inuat ion
t r l  thc  ba ld ing  r lou l r l  ha lc  becn a  wastc  o f  banc ls .
l in rc  and e l io r t .  anc l  thc  mcagr ( ,  quant i t y  o f
in l i r rn ta l ion  be ing  ob ta incd  wou l i l  no t . jus t i f l ,  thc
( l i \ tu rbancc  causec l  to  thc  b i rds  by  band ing .

\ \ i l h  h inds igh l .  i l  scems a  p i tv  tha t  thc  c f fo r t
' r l r ' , . 1 r  r r r s  p l l  i r ) 1 , ,  l l t (  b ; r n , l i n g , r l  Y u l l r r w - l a c c r l
I loncvc l rc rs  anr l  Whi tc -naped Hr tneycaters  a long
thc  N lur run tb ic lgec  R i re r  cou ld  no t  havc  been
pu l  in to  a  Y isua l  cc t ' t sus  o f  thc  migra t ion  o f  these
s l . rcc ics  in  thc  Aus t ra l ian  (  ap i ta l  

' f c r r i to ry .  
Th is

nray  hr \c  l , i c ldc r l  fa r  morc  usc fu l  in fo rmat ron .' fhc rc  
i s  no  t loub t .  hon 'cver .  tha t  thc  band ing

had to  hc  do t rc  lo  scc  rvhat  resu l ts  cou ic l  bc
obta incd .  I t  i s  to  thc  c rcd i t  o f  the  rcsearchcrs
coDcc lnc( l  tha t  thcv  \ toppcd the  mass  band ing
o l  honc tca lc rs  \ \hcn  the \  found tha t  i t  was
pro \  i ( l i ng  so  fcu  rcsu l ts .

[3anr l ing  has  a ] l  impor tan t  ro lc  to  p lay  in  thc
\ lu ( l !  o f  b i rc l  m igra t ion  and manv ovcrseas
\ l u \ i i . .  , ' l  h r r ' , 1  n r i . : i a t i , r n  r c l v  h u r r  r l y ' u n  r c p o I t s
rccc i \c ( l  f ro r r  thc  pub l i c  about  the  rccovery  o l '
ban t lcc l  b i rds .  In  Aus t ra l ia  the  pub l ic  havc
rcpor ted  thc  rccovc fy  o f  re la i i vc ly  few banc led
pa\scr incs .  c .g .  o f  lhc  28  597 Ye l low- faced
l loncvcate  rs  an , i  Whi tc -naped Honeveaters
l ' : r , r r l r i i  i r r  t l t L  { u , l r i r l i u n  (  . r p i l a l  T c r r i r , , ; y  ( ' n l y
f0ur  (0 . [ )14( l r  )  nc rc  subsec lucn t lv  [cpor ted  by
thc  pub l ic .  I t  i s  impor tan t  t l t c rc fo lc  t l ta t  o rn i -
tho log is t \  kccp  i l1  n r inc l  thc  l i ke l ihooc i  o l  on lv
r e l r t i i c l r  l c u  f c . . r ' ,  c r i c .  l r o n r  t h , .  p u b l i c  w h e n
thcy  arc  p lann ing  anv  pro jec ts  wh ich  i r rvo lvc
banc l ing  as  a  tcchn iquc  to  s rudv  thc  migra t ion
o l  snra l l  passcr incs  in  Aus t ra l ia  (Wi lson  1965,
Pr r rchase I970) .  As  ( l c lnons t ra ted  in  th is  no te ,
l i t l l c  \ \ i l l  bc  ga incc l  bv  s in rp lv  band ing  la rge

of honeyeaters through A.C.T Corel la 9 (2)

nLrnrbe fs  o l  sn ta l l  passer incs .  such us  ye l low_
faced Honc) 'ca ters  an t l  \ \ ' h i te -naped Honcyca le rs ,
in  thc  hopc  tha l  su l l i c i ! .n t  numbers  w i l l  bc
rccovcrcd  a* ,ay  t rom thc  band ing  p lacc  to
p | r l v ic lc  an  a( le ( lua te  undcrs tand ing  o l  the i r .
n ' t lg laa lons .

I l  band ing  is  to  be  uscc l  succcss fu l l y  in
Aust ra l ia  to  s tudv  the  n t ig ra t ion  o f  smal l  passc-
r ' | l r cs  t l )cn  thc  J tud ic \  mus l  bc  ( l cs igncd so  tha t
thc  banders  thcn tsc lves .  o r  co l labora t i l l g  bandcrs .
unc le r takc  to  rccovcr  thc  b i rds  rvh ich  arc  banded.
I 'h is  i s  P lobab ly  bcs t  ach icvcd .  a t  l cas t  in  thc
l i rs t  p lacc ,  by  thc  bant l ing  o f  la rgc  numbcrs  o f
b r r ( l s  a t  sc !c ra l  p laces  in  a  rcs t r i c tc ( l  a lea ,  per_
haps about  500 knr r .  o r  a long a  suspc i rc r l
m igra t ion  rou le .  in  o rdcr .  1o  g i in  in fo rmat ion
about  t l te i r  n l ig ra l ions  o \c r -  i l to r t  d is tanccs .
Whcrc  poss ib lc ,  th is  band ing  shou l t l  be  unc le r -
takcn  as  a l l  ad junc t  to  t l rc  \ i sua l  s tud ics  o f
n t i S r u t i , ' t t  , , l  i l t c  l l p (  p r , , p , ' \ e , l  h r  D r r c 1 .  P r e r r -
r l r t g r l r t  i r n r l  f r ! , , , t  {  l , ) 8 4 )  l h c . L '  r 1 . x 1 i , 1 u 1 1 . .
r ,v i l l  he lp  to  loca lc  the  n tos t  su i tab lc  p laccs  a t
\ \ 'h ich  to  band b i r . r l s  an i l  so  ach icvc  thc  bss t
poss ib lc  rc tu rn  fo r  the  c l lo r t  and banc ls  rvh ich
rv i l l  bc  cxpcnc led .

\ \  hcn  ur r  un( lc | \ l . l )d inS \ ) l  m i ! rJ l iun  ovcr
shor t  d is tanccs  has  hccn ach icvcd .  i t  r , v i l l  thcn
bc  poss ib lc  to  usc  th is  in fo rn ta l ion  in  thc  p lan-
n ing  o f  p ro jcc ls  c lcs ig r rc t l  1o  under \ ta I1d  migra-
t ion  over  n tuch  grca tc r  ( l i \ tancc | , .
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