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A Report on Visits to Stanley lsland and Flat lsland,

Western Australia

S .  G .  L A N E

In  No lcmbcr  1982 v is i t s  were  madc to  S tan ley
Is lanc l  ( . .15  0 ,1 'S . ,  l l 7  09 '8 . )  and F la t  Is land
( -14  5 l 'S . .  l l 6  00 'E , . ) .  o f f  the  south  coas t  o f
Westc rn  ALrs t ra l ia .  S tan ley  Is land*  o f f  Po in t
H i l l i e r .  bc tuccn Dcnmark  and Walpo lc ,  i s  re -
cordcd a! a breeding station of the Flesh-footed
Shearwatcr PulJinus cornaiper (Scrventy and
Whi r tc l l  1967) .  F la t  I s land.  o f f  Po in t  D 'Ent rc -
cas teaux .  ncar  Windy  Harbour ,  about  100 k i lo -
mct rcs  fu r thcr  Ncs t .  appcars  to  be  prcv ious ly
unkn( )$  n  o rn  i tho log ica l l y .

+ F{)rmerl\ ' thr:rc rras also a Stanler lsland in the Archi-
pclago ()f  thc Rcche.chc: i l  has no$ bccn renamed
Whickham Island.

Thc fo l low ing  dc ta i l s  werc  ob ta ined dur ing  the
v is i ts  to  thcsc  is lands .

Stanley lsland

In  company w i th  T .  A l len .  H.  A l len  and my
wi fc ,  th is  i s land was V is i tcd  f rom 07:00  hours  to
14:00  hours  on  7  November  1982.  access  be ing
by  launch f rom ncarby  Par ry  Beach.

The island is about 700 nr long by 350 m widc
an(l riscs to somc ,.10 m in height. The vcgetation
mainly comprises Poa tussocklantl, Carpohrotu\
in rockicr places. Nirrarla (?) in some parts and
a|cas  o f  baLe rock ,  most ly  a t  thc  nor thcrn  end.



S- G. Lane. Visits to Stanley and Ftat tstands_ W.A. Corel la I  (3)

l i xccp t  fo r  thc  rocky  and sha l low so i l  a rca  on
lhc  r ' cn t rc  r idgc  u l  lhc  i r lanL l ,  bur row: ,  nerc  uc l l
J i \ t f i h u r ! J  t h r L , u g h u u l  m o \ l  o f  t h c  \ e g e l a t c J
parts. About 400 "fresh" burrows were sc;rched.
Scvcntcen containcd Litt lc penguins Eudr-ptulu
min , ' r  . th re (  l i . r rgc  n r : , r l ing , .  th ice  ' .ma l l  ih icks ,
t \  o  ] L l u l t \  c a c l t  o n  t u u  c g g ,  a  J  n i n c  o t h e r' ' i l d u l l \ -  .  A r  r h c  r i m c  r r l  l h c  \  i . i l ,  m o i r  s h c a r _
watcrs would have been at sea during davtintc,
as  lay ing  was s t i l l  two or  th rcc  wccks  away.
Ncver the lcss ,  65  bur rows wcre  occup ied  by
Flcsh-footccl Sltcarwatcrs. Of thesc. 45 contained
t rvo  b i rds ,  l5  conta incd  a  s ing le  b i rd  and l i ve
\ !e rc  too  deep to  de tc rmine  whether  they  con-
ta lncd  onc  or  two b i rds .

Four, "pairs" of Sooly Oystcrcatche$ IIoema-
Iopux lutrgrnosus werc present. From their be_
hav iour ,  two pa i rs  a lmost  cc r ta in ly  had a  ch ick
or  ch icks  in  the i r  te r r i to r ies .  An o ld  ( rcccn t ly
uscd)  ncs t  w i th  an  add led  cgg in  j t  was  found in
one tc r r i to ry  wh i lc  a  la rgc  ch ick  was found h id -
ing  among rocks  in  the  o ther .  Onc "pa i r "  gave
no ind ica t ion  o f  ncs t ing  and lack  o f  t ime pre-
r c n t c . l  l  s e a r c h  " f  l h c  l o u r t h  l c r r i t o r y .

'fwclvc 
Silvcr Gulls Larus noraehollandiae were

counted  on  the  is lanc l .  One c l f  thcse  was a  young
b i rd  barc ly  ab lc  to  f l v -  No ncs ts  were  secn bu t
a  smal l  dead ch ick  was found.  Two pa i rs  o f
Pacific Gulls L. patif icus were also prcscnt, each
wi th  a  ncs t  con ta in ing  two cggs .  A  pa i r  o f  Cas-
pran Terns H rrlrcprogne ('aspia had a iarge chick
ncar  thc  top  o f  thc  i s lan i i .

Two singlc wings. $,cll separated in dif lcrent
parts of the island rverc identif ied as those of
Whitc-faccd Stornt-Petrels Pelagodroma marina.

Othcr  spec ies  scen on  the  is land wcrc  a  Rock
Parrot Neophema petrophila, f ive Richard's Pipits
Anthus noyacscclandiac and fivc Weicome
Swallorvs lt irundct neo.rena. A reccntly used
swallow's ncst \r 'as found in a cavc.

Flat Island

Acconpan icd  by  my rv i fc ,  th is  i s land was v is i te r l
on  9  Novcmbcr  1982,  f rom 09:30  to  l2 :00  hours .
As  thc  rame imp l ies ,  the  is land is  low and f la t ,
r i s ing  on l ] , 'about  two or  th ree  met rcs  above thc
h igh  wa lc r  mark .  I t  i s  about  600m long by
about 250 m at thc widcst. Thcre is a rocky
shore l inc  w i th  sandy  so i l  and lo rv  vcgeta t ion .
I t  has  a  smal l  sandy  beach on  thc  nor th  s ide  bu t
acccss  [o  th is  i s  ( l imcu l t  duc  to  numerous  rocks
closc olTshorc.

Burrows wcre well distributed throughout thc
vcgetatcd arca and somc 160 wcre chccked.
N i r rc tccn  "pa i r . "  und f i rc  . i r rg le '  f j csh- foo lcd
Shca r \ \  a tc  rs  werc  found.

^  TracL.  u l )J  , , lhc r  i ig r t r  u f  thc  p rcsenee o f  L i t t l c
fcngUtns  wcrc  \ccn  and ( \e l t tua l l )  a  b rOker t
pengu in  cgg was found in  a  bur row.  No doubt
a  fcw pa i rs  b reed on  the  is land.

. Three. pairs of Sooty Oystcrcatchcrs rverc hold-
lng terntones. A new ncst scrapc was located
in  one o I  these and a  nes t  w i th  ha l f  she l l s  ncarby
was found in  anothcr .

Th i r ty  S i l ver  Gu l ls  werc  counted ;  two nes ts  w i th
eggs, one large runncr and a small dead chick
wcrc seen. Three pairs of Pacific Gulls were in
te r r i to r ies  and one ncw nes t  was  found.  About
50 Crestcd Terns ,\rerna bcrgii wcrc roosling on
the  rocks  a long the  shorc l inc .

Other birds observecl wcrc one White-faced
Heron Ardeo novaehollandiae, about 80 Rock
Parrots and four Silvereyes Z<tsterops lateralis.

Acknowlcdg(rments

I thank the otlrers who assiste(l with the survcys,
my wifc on both islands, antl Terry and Helen
Allen on Stanley lsland. I also thank Terry for
providing thc boat transport to and lrom Stanley
Island, and Dcrrick and Barry Bcale l ikewisc
for Flat Island. Thc Director'. Fisheries antl
Wi ld l i fe  (W.A. )  gave permiss ion  to  v is i t  F la t
Island. The Under Sccretary for Lands kintl ly
prov idcd  in fo rmat ion  on  the  is lands .

Refcretrces

Servcntl,. D. L. and H. M. Whittcll, (1967). Birds of
Westcrn ALrslralia. Lamb Publications Pt! Ltd, Perth.

S. G. Lane,
Lot 6 Fairview Road,

Harbour, N.S.W. 2450.I\ loonee, via Cofls


