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TAI]LE I
\ fcrns an( l  range's r , l  nreasurr .nrcnls of  mr lc Auslr r l ian cor\ ids.  Valucs for  ( .  ! .  tn\  tani tus.  ( .  ntc lk ' r i  tn l . l  ( .  tanr

rro i r l r i  f rom R(Nlo]  (1970, Table - l ) ;  tho\c for  C.  t .  hortu!  rccalcula le( l  f rom CSIRO dat^ \h! 'e ls.
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A Re-appraisal of the Dimensions of Male Forest Ravens
S. J.  S. DEBUS

l n  an  car l i c r  papcr  (Dcbus 1980) ,  I  po in tcd
out  tha t  thc re  u 'as  confus i0n  ovcr  thc  idcn t i t y
of a ravcn collectecl b-v C'SIRO at Barrington
Tops.  Ncw South  Wales .  A  spcc imen o f  the
Litt lc Ravcn Cortus melkti rvas includcd,
apparcn t ly  on  gcograph ica l  g founds ,  w i th  thosc
spcc imcns ( l cs ignatcd  in  Rowlcy  (1970)  as  the
Forcst RaVcn C. It ismtnicus 60l crrs. An un-
fo r tunatc  rcsu l t  o f  th is  wa: i  tha t  thc  C.  mc lk f i
spcc in rcn  has  contanr ina tc r l  thc  mcasurcmcnts  o f
n ra lc  C.  / .  horL 'us  as  g i rcn  in  Rou4cy  (1970,
Tab lc  - i .  F ig .  l6 ) .  Thc  rc lcvant  scc t ions  0 [  Rorv-
lcv s papcl arc hcrc anrentlcd. basecl on a re-
ca lcu la t ion  o f  thc  o r i .q ina l  spcc in rcn  da ta .

Methods
Data  shcr ts  fo r  thc  re lc \ .an t  spcc imcns (onc

nt i i l c  C.  n rc l l r ; r i :  no .  I  I40 :  f i r ' c  ma le  C.  t .
bo ,c l l l . r :  nos .  1144.  l l .16 .  1117,  1149,  1266)  wcrc
obta incc l  f ronr  ( 'S IRO Div is ion  o f  Wi lc i l i f c  and
Rangc lanr l  Rescarch .  Thc  mcan,  rangc .  s tandard
er ror  and s tandard  dcV ia t ion  fo r  the  c l imens ions
of thc C. t. l)otctls spccinrcns wcrc calculated
uccorc l ing  to  Rotv lc ) - .  (1970) .  (bmbincd b i l l  i s
ca lcu la tc i l  as  ( l cng th  x  w id th  x  dcp th /1000) ,

and b i l l  l cng th  i s  cxposed cu lmcn (mcasurement
A o f  Rowlcy  1970) .

Results

Thc  rcsu l ts  a re  shown in  Tab le  l ,  loge ther
w i th  va lucs  fn rm Rowley  (  l c )70 ,  Tab lc  3 )  fo r
malc\ of C. me llori and C. L tasmani(us.
Measurements  o f  C 'S IRO spec imen l l40  arc  a lso
shown for comparisolt. Figure I is rcdtawn from
Rorv ley  (1970,  F ig .  l6 )  to  show thc  amcnded
values for malc C. t. horcus.

Discussiorl

The s ix  ravcn  spec imcns cons idcrcd  here  were
of the type with short throat hacklcs and well
fea thcrcd  in tc r - ramal  a rca .  C)nc  (no .  I l40)  s tood
out  as  be ing  much smal le r  in  a l l  d imens ions ,
and was a lso  smal le r  than the  s ix  fcmalc  spec i -
mens o f  C.  t .  b ( ) reus  (Rowley  1970,  Tab lc  3 ) .' I -h is  

b i rd  was conf i rmcd by  thc  co l lec to r  C.
( 'hapman ( in  l i t t . )  ^ r  "qu i te  c lcar ly "  C.  me lk t r i .
In  fu r thcr  suppor t  o f  th is  d iagnos is ,  no .  l l40
has  a  s lendcr  b i l l .  I t s  combinc i l  b i l l  mcasurc-
ment  (  14 .3  mnr )  i s  s l igh t ly  bc low the  me an fQr

L e n g t h  ( m m )
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, ' l  spec imcn '  u \ 'u l { l  hc t lu r  i r t t l i ea tc  thc  \1 , / r :  rJng(
, ' t  ih i .  .uh .pcc ic . .  i ,nJ  r t t igh t  u r )uh lc  mt ) rc  \u l i J
comparisons to bc dtawn.
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Co re l l a  8  (1 )

a Firurc L l \4cr \uremcnts of  C.) / " ! ! \  \pp Li t ,  (  nrr l / r ' r r  ln ' rn in l i |nr l  Nc\  Soulh Nalcs
' '  -  

" " 4 -  i . r r r .  . \ u \ t m l i a  ( 8 7 i . ' r l 9 ) ;  ( b )  ( .  n t l l " r i  t n ' n t  K o s c i l r s k o  N a t x ) n a l

f ; i i f  r : f  i ,  6 0 9 ) ;  ( c )  r '  t  t a v n a n i L u \  l r ( ' m  l i L t m l n i : t  O l $ a v  R a n g c s  l l n d

\ \  i l s ( ) n \  I , r o m o n r o r \  ( 2 , 1 , j , 2 5 ? ) ;  ( r l )  C .  / .  t u ' r c u s  1 5 J . 6 ? ) .  I h c  \ c r l i c . t l  l i t r c

rcpresenl \  lhc me.rn.  rnc- l ior izontal  l ine lhc rangc.  the bl ick - rectangle 2 \  S E '
l r x l  t h c  \ \ h i l e  r c e t a n g l e  l  l  x  S . D .  ( r c d r a * n  f r o m  R o * l c }  l 9 7 0  F i g  l 6 l

nt . l le  C.  r t t ' l l r t r i  (15 .4  mm).  an i l  we l l  bc low the
nr in in run t  fo r  c rcn  fcmalc  C.  t  bc t reus  (184
nrnr )  anc l  C .  r .  tusmuni<us  (19 .4  mm) (F igure
l ) .

' l  
hc  rcnrora l  o l  thc  mis idcn t i l ' i c t l  spec imcn

f rom t l ' r c  ca lcu la t ions  s l ra rpcns  up  thc  d iagnos is
of C. t. boreus and it can bc scen from Table I
ancl [ ' igurc I that malc C. r. borcus are closcr
lu  ( .  t .  ta \  lun iL  us  in  b i l l  mass iveness  and body
nc igh t ,  anc l  la rgcr  than C.  ma l lo r t ,  than wou ld
appcar  f ronr  Rowlcy  (1970) .  Thc le  i s  a lso
sc i r l cc lv  any  over lap  in  ta i l  mcasuremcnts  be-
t\\cen nralcs 0l cach subspccics of C. tasmanicus:
Rou ' l cv  ( I970)  founc l  nonc  bc twcen females .
('. t. horc'us avcragcs slightly largcr than the
Ar rs t ra l ian  Rarcn  C.  u t rono ides  in  a l l  d imen-
s ions  cxccpt  hack lc  l cng th  (Rou ' ley  1970,  Tab lc
- i ) .

F ivc  n ra lc  and s ix  fcmalc  spec in rens  o f  C.  t .
Dr ; r l i r s  Arc  a  vcrv  snra l l  san ' rp le .  A  la rgcr  ser ies
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