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b i rc l  lanc lcc l .  thc  ca l l ing  b i rc l  f l c rv  to  i t ,  land ing
about  a  bodv  length  uuay .  Thc  a t lu l t  paused
nromcntar i l y ,  t l ' r cn  mountcd  thc  immature .  The
immaturc  adopted  thc  l cmale  mat ing  pos i t ion
wi th  thc  ta i l  s l igh t ly  a rched anc l  rhe  w ings
lowered under  thc  body  so  tha t  thc  t ips  a lmost
touchcd.  l -hc  adu l t  mountcd  s l igh t l ) '  to  the  le f t
o l  thc  immature 's  bac l (  and s tcad ied  h imsc l f
w i th  smal l  novcmcnts  o l  h is  par t l y  spread
rv ings .  ( i rpu la t ion  was vcry  qu ick ,  las t ing  on ly
about  four  seconc ls .  Thc  adu l t  ma le  hopped back
to the branch. pauscd bricfly, thcn flcw off in
the  d i rcc t io [  f rom whcrc  hc  had come;  the
youngcr  b i rc l  fo l lo$ ,cd  thcrc  a f tc r .

Thc  two b i rc ls  n rovcd about  w i th in  the  v ic in i ty
lo r  a  lu r thcr  t \ \ rcn tv  n l inu lc \ .  Ap l l r t  f rom one
b l ic f  occas ion  whcn thcy  perched on  thc  same
A<at ie  b tanch,  I  obscrvcd  no  fu r ther  contac t
be tween the  two.

Smi thers  (1977)  dcscr ibcd  thc  fccd ing  o f  one
Fan- ta i l cd  Cuckoo by  another .  Unfor tunatc ly ,
hc  no tc t l  bu t  d id  no t  descr ibc  the  ca l l  g ivcn  by
what  he  prcsuntec l  to  bc  the  male  b i rc l .  Marchant
and Hohn (1980)  a lso  lcpor tcd  cour tsh ip  feec l -
ing  anc l  rvc rc  conv inccd tha t  thc  "wh is t l c "  ca l l
i s  on ly  g iven  bv  thc  malc .  I )u r ing  thc  course
of tr,vo hours obscrvation. I cl id not obscrvc
cour tsh ip  feed ing  nor  hear  thc  fcmalc  g ivc  any
ca l l  a t  a l l .

Th is  obser \ 'a l ion  dc \c r ibcs  thc  mat ing  o f  an
adu l t  n ra lc  anc l  immaturc  fcmale  Fan- ta i led
( ' r rckoo and re in fo rccs  thc  dcscr ip t ion  o f  thc
ca l l  o f  thc  n ra lc  Far r - r r i l c r l  (  uckoo g ivcD by
Marchant  and Hohn (  1980) .
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Mating of the Fan-tailed Cuckoo

D.  t .

Drr r ing  l  ban( l in -q  \ tu ( lv  a t  Dccpwatcr  Park ,
Eas t  H i l l s .  N .S. \ \ r . .  I  o f tcn  obscrvec l  in  suntmcr
t ran- tu  i lec l  Cr . rckoos  ( r ta l r r r  p ) . t - t - l t ( )  p l ten  ! ts .

A t  l cas t  lh rcc  b i l c ls  u ,c rc  p rcscn t  on  l8
Dcccmber  1975.  t \ \o  in  ac lu l t  p lumagc an i l  onc
rnrn)a turc  as  r l cscr ibcd  br  D i incv  (197.1) .  fhc
bro l ln  scu l lopc i l  uppcrpar ts .  mot t lec l  b rown-grcy
unr le rpar ls .  ln ( l  ( l i s l inc t i vc  l igh tc r  bu f f  cdg ing
to  thc  \ \ ' i l ' t g  corc f t r  and scconc la r ics  o f  t l re
in lmaturc  b i rd  ucrc  obscrved th rough 8  x  40
b inocu l r rs .  Onc a i lu l t -p lun tagc( l  b i rd  l rcqucnt lv
gavc  a  mourn f r r l .  ck rwn lv l rd - in l l cc t ing  ca l l  ( Ihe
" t r i l l "  o f  Marc l tan t  a r r i l  Hohn 1980) .  anc l  occa-
s iona l l y  a  \ ing lc  h igh-p i tchcd no t r  ( thc  " rvh is t le "

0 f  Marchant  anc l  Hohn) .

On onc  occas ion ,  onc  o f  the  adu l t  cuckoos
r .vas  hc  rc l  -g iv ing  thc  s ing lc  no tc  a t  about  l0 -15
sccont l  in tc I ra l : .  Thc  in ln la tu fc  b i r i l  r . cs1 t ( ) l )c lc r l
to  thc  ca l l  b1 '  f l y in -u  to  a  b ranch about  n inc
met lcs  l fom thc  f l rs t  b i r i l .  Whcn thc  inn la tu rc
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