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The Use of Falconry Hoods in
Handling Australian Kestrels

J. W. HARDY

fhc Australian Kestrcl Falr.o ten<hnides has
a reput4 t ion  o f  be ing  rcs t less  and a  no tor ious
hab i t  o f  tak ing  c \ ' c ry  oppor tun i ty  to  b i te  i t s
captor  wh i ls t  bc ing  hand lcd  fo r  band ing .  A l -
though a  dark  bag may be  used to  cove l  lhc
bircl 's head and body tluring actual banding,
gcnera l l y  thc  b i rd  must  be  removed f rom thc
bag to  pcrml t  mca\urcn tn ts  to  bc  takcn  and
dcta i l s  o f  p lumagc rccorded.  Howcvcr ,  i t  i s
somewhat dil l lcult for a lone bandcr to accorl-
p l i sh  thcsc  tasks  $ 'h i l s t  the  b i rd 's  head and ta lons
are  hc ld  to  p reveDt  thc  bandcr  f lom bc ing
ma u  lcd .

In  an  cndca\ ,our  to  ca lm capt ivc  b i rds ,  s imp l i f y
hand l ing  anc l  p ro tcc t  the  bandcr  l rom be ing
b i t tcn .  a  hooc l  s in t iLar  to  thosc  t rad i t iona l l y  uscd
in falconry n,as dcsignecl to nt Australian
Kcs t fe ls .  The hood has  s i rbsequcnt ly  bccn  usec l
on  about  th i r t . v - .  ind i r  idua ls  w i th  cons iderab le
success .  A l l  o f  thc  hoodcd kcs t rc ls  remaincd
ca lm th roughout  hanc l l ing  and most  impor tan t ly
d ic l  no t  a t tcmpt  to  usc  thc i r  beaks  lo  savage thc
bander .

Methods

Construttion ol ltctod

Thc hood is  n tac le  o f  th in  lea ther  such as  goat
sk in  I  uscc l  a  b lack  book  b ind ing  lea ther  o f
0 .7  mm th ickncss  cu t  to  thc  shape o f  the
pat tc fn  in  F igurc  L  I t  i s  impor tan t  tha t  th in ,
l igh t  lea ther  bc  uscc l  as  the  we igh t  o f  the  hood
must  bc  kept  to  a  n r in imum to  cnsurc  tha t  thc
b i rd  i s  no t  c l i s t rcssec l  by  thc  wc igh t  anc l  hang
i t \  head.  A  kcs t rc l  hood shor r lc l  we igh  no  morc
than about  - l  g rams -  my hood wc ighs  2 .3
grams un(l no discomfort wa\ notcd in hoQclecl
b i rds .  Thc  shac lcc l  a rea  in  thc  pa t te rn  i s  com-
p le tc ly  rcmoved and lo rms the  ho lc  fo r  the  beak .
S l i t s  a rc  cu t  as  shown a t  po in ts  a ,  b .  c .  t l ,  c .
a '  b '  and c ' .

E d g e s  A B  a n c l  A ' B ' a r c  s c w n  t o  c d g e s  A C
and A '  C rcspcc t ivc ly .  The s imp lcs t  mcthod o f
s t i t ch ing  is  to  fo rm an cx te rna l  scam.  Notc  tha t
the  smooth  (ha i r )  s idc  o l  thc  lea ther  i s  to  the
in \ idc .  A l le rna l i vc ly ,  a  s l i t ch  mav bc  uscd wh ich
g ives  a  f lush  jo in t .

The lower back parts ul thc hoocl arc con-
ncc tcd  by  two lca thcr  b raccs .  Thcsc  compr isc
s t r ips  o [  )ca thcr  5  mm u ic lc  a rd  180 mm long.
A  " b u t t o n ' ,  m a d e  b y  r o l l i n g  a b o u t  I 5 m m  o f
thc  l cu thcr  s l r ip  and lhen pass ing  thc  b race
through a  ho lc  punchc t l  in  the  ro l l ,  shou ld  bc
made in  one enc l  o l  each brace and thc  o ther
enc l  t i i pc rcd  fo r  casc  o f  l i t t ing  lo  the  hood.  A
s l i t  -10  mnr  long is  cu t  conrmenc ing  20  mm f rom
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the button. The bt.accs arc thcn attached to
c i thcr  s ide  o f  thc  hood as  i l l us t ra ted  in  F igure  2
and thc  tapercd  ends  then knot te ( I .

tsy pull ing rhc tapcred ends of thc braces, thc
rcar  o f  the  hood is  d rawn c losec l  and by  pu l l ing
t h t  h u t l , r r r .  l h c  h l l , r r l  i .  u p , : n c J .

Thc  las t  s tcp  in  cons t ruc t ion  is  to  a t tach  a
p lume on the  hood.  to  bc  u rc ( l  as  a  ho lc l ing  po in t
when p lac ing  thc  hood on  anc l  remov ing  i t  f ron t
thc  b i rd .  A  s t r ip  o f  len ther  5  mm widc  and
70 mm long is  th readcd equa l ly  l rom the  ins idc
o f  the  hood th rough s l i l s  d  and c .  A  smau s l i t
is thcn cut toward tl ' te base of each protruding
p iece  and thc  oppos i t0  lengths  are  thcn  a l te r -
na tc ly  passed th rough the  s l i t s  to  fo rm an c rcc t
p lumc.

Finallv, wct thc hoocl and manipulatc tltc
f ron t  and s i t les  o f  the  bcak  open ing  so  tha t  they
bulge forwarcl. Thc sides behind thc cyc shoultl
bc bulgctl outwards. Whcn clry, the outsidc of
thc hood ma), be trcatcd with clcar nail polsih
to  main ta in  s t i lTncss  bu t  th is  i s  no t  cssent ia l .

L- it I ing tltc Hu)d
Whcn alone. I hat'c fountl it casiest to hood

kcs t rc ls  wh i ls t  they  are  s t i l l  snared on  the  ba l -
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chatri trap. The upper body and head are l leld
as  the  hood,  he ld  by  thc  p lume.  i s  b r .ought  up
under  thc  b i rd 's  ch in  un t i l  the  s t rap  rcaches  th i
lower  mand ib le .  Thc  hood is  thcn  t i l ted  over
thc  hcad anc l  thc  b raccr  pu l lec l  t igh t .  Most  b i r t l s
w i l l  t ry  to  b i te  the  hood anc l  sevcra l  a t tcmpts
may be ncccssary bcfore thc hood is f itted.

A l though femalc  kcs t lc ls  tcnd  to  be  s i igh t ly
la rger  than malcs ,  a  s ing le  hood mac lc  to  the
pat tc rn  i l l us t ra tc ( l  was  founc l  su i tab lc  fo r  usc
on bo th  sexes  and no  prob lcms werc  cxpcr ienccd
wi lh  l igh t  penc t ra t ion  i f  the  braccs  were  drawn
t igh t .

However ,  i t  i s  n tos t  impor tan t  tha t  the  hood
is a gootl f i t bcforc it is rclicd upon to blind
and ca ln r  cach inc l i v idua l  b i rd .  t f  l i gh t  ge ts
th rough.  the  b i rc l  may s t rugg lc  and cscape w i th
the  hoot l  s t i l l  a t tached.  Th is  o f  course ,  wou ld
bc  cmhar rass ing  to  thc  bandcr  bu t  morc  impor t -
an t ly  i t  rvou lc l  a lso  probab ly  be  Ia ta l  to  the
kestrcl as it may not bc capablc of removing
a properly l i ttcd hood.

As mcntioned abovc, the hood madc to tlte
pattern i lustrated in Figurc I has fitted all
kcstrcls on rvhich I havc tried it, but it is
possible thc occasional hird may bc too large
or too small and this hood should not be used
on thesc  ind iv idua ls .  The bas ic  hood pa t te rn
il lustratcd may be scaled either up or down to
fit dif lcrent sized kcstrcls and other hawks.

On rcmova l  o f  thc  hood,  the  b i rd  shou ld  bc
hcld for a fcw seconds to allow its eyes to adjust
to the l ight bclore being relcascd.
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b i rc l  lanc lcc l .  thc  ca l l ing  b i rc l  f l c rv  to  i t ,  land ing
about  a  bodv  length  uuay .  Thc  a t lu l t  paused
nromcntar i l y ,  t l ' r cn  mountcd  thc  immature .  The
immaturc  adopted  thc  l cmale  mat ing  pos i t ion
wi th  thc  ta i l  s l igh t ly  a rched anc l  rhe  w ings
lowered under  thc  body  so  tha t  thc  t ips  a lmost
touchcd.  l -hc  adu l t  mountcd  s l igh t l ) '  to  the  le f t
o l  thc  immature 's  bac l (  and s tcad ied  h imsc l f
w i th  smal l  novcmcnts  o l  h is  par t l y  spread
rv ings .  ( i rpu la t ion  was vcry  qu ick ,  las t ing  on ly
about  four  seconc ls .  Thc  adu l t  ma le  hopped back
to the branch. pauscd bricfly, thcn flcw off in
the  d i rcc t io [  f rom whcrc  hc  had come;  the
youngcr  b i rc l  fo l lo$ ,cd  thcrc  a f tc r .

Thc  two b i rc ls  n rovcd about  w i th in  the  v ic in i ty
lo r  a  lu r thcr  t \ \ rcn tv  n l inu lc \ .  Ap l l r t  f rom one
b l ic f  occas ion  whcn thcy  perched on  thc  same
A<at ie  b tanch,  I  obscrvcd  no  fu r ther  contac t
be tween the  two.

Smi thers  (1977)  dcscr ibcd  thc  fccd ing  o f  one
Fan- ta i l cd  Cuckoo by  another .  Unfor tunatc ly ,
hc  no tc t l  bu t  d id  no t  descr ibc  the  ca l l  g ivcn  by
what  he  prcsuntec l  to  bc  the  male  b i rc l .  Marchant
and Hohn (1980)  a lso  lcpor tcd  cour tsh ip  feec l -
ing  anc l  rvc rc  conv inccd tha t  thc  "wh is t l c "  ca l l
i s  on ly  g iven  bv  thc  malc .  I )u r ing  thc  course
of tr,vo hours obscrvation. I cl id not obscrvc
cour tsh ip  feed ing  nor  hear  thc  fcmalc  g ivc  any
ca l l  a t  a l l .

Th is  obser \ 'a l ion  dc \c r ibcs  thc  mat ing  o f  an
adu l t  n ra lc  anc l  immaturc  fcmale  Fan- ta i led
( ' r rckoo and re in fo rccs  thc  dcscr ip t ion  o f  thc
ca l l  o f  thc  n ra lc  Far r - r r i l c r l  (  uckoo g ivcD by
Marchant  and Hohn (  1980) .
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Mating of the Fan-tailed Cuckoo

D.  t .

Drr r ing  l  ban( l in -q  \ tu ( lv  a t  Dccpwatcr  Park ,
Eas t  H i l l s .  N .S. \ \ r . .  I  o f tcn  obscrvec l  in  suntmcr
t ran- tu  i lec l  Cr . rckoos  ( r ta l r r r  p ) . t - t - l t ( )  p l ten  ! ts .

A t  l cas t  lh rcc  b i l c ls  u ,c rc  p rcscn t  on  l8
Dcccmber  1975.  t \ \o  in  ac lu l t  p lumagc an i l  onc
rnrn)a turc  as  r l cscr ibcd  br  D i incv  (197.1) .  fhc
bro l ln  scu l lopc i l  uppcrpar ts .  mot t lec l  b rown-grcy
unr le rpar ls .  ln ( l  ( l i s l inc t i vc  l igh tc r  bu f f  cdg ing
to  thc  \ \ ' i l ' t g  corc f t r  and scconc la r ics  o f  t l re
in lmaturc  b i rd  ucrc  obscrved th rough 8  x  40
b inocu l r rs .  Onc a i lu l t -p lun tagc( l  b i rd  l rcqucnt lv
gavc  a  mourn f r r l .  ck rwn lv l rd - in l l cc t ing  ca l l  ( Ihe
" t r i l l "  o f  Marc l tan t  a r r i l  Hohn 1980) .  anc l  occa-
s iona l l y  a  \ ing lc  h igh-p i tchcd no t r  ( thc  " rvh is t le "

0 f  Marchant  anc l  Hohn) .

On onc  occas ion ,  onc  o f  the  adu l t  cuckoos
r .vas  hc  rc l  -g iv ing  thc  s ing lc  no tc  a t  about  l0 -15
sccont l  in tc I ra l : .  Thc  in ln la tu fc  b i r i l  r . cs1 t ( ) l )c lc r l
to  thc  ca l l  b1 '  f l y in -u  to  a  b ranch about  n inc
met lcs  l fom thc  f l rs t  b i r i l .  Whcn thc  inn la tu rc
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