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B I R D IN  THE  HAND

Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicirratus

by W.  J .  M.  Ves t jcns
Div is ion  o f  Wi ld l i f c

Th is  gu ide  is  bascd on  a  s tudy  car r ied  ou t
by  Vcs t jens  (1977)  on  thc  b rccd ing  bchav iour
anc l  cco logy  o f  the  Aus t ra l ian  Pe l ican  a t  Lakc
Gcorgc  and Lakc  Cowal ,  N .S.W.  f rom 1961]  to
1976,  and on  capt ive  b i rds .  I t  i s  the  on ly  spcc ics
o f  pc l i can  tha t  occurs  in  Aus t ra las ia .

AGEING

('hick

Newly  ha tchcd ch icks  are  naked,  o range-p ink
in  cu lour  and opcn-cycc l .  Wi th in  a  week they
arc  covcrcd  w i th  shor t  g rey  c lown.  Thc  co lours
an( l  do$n on  t l rc  hea( l  and ncck ,  a rc  var iab lc
as  showl r  in  Tab le  l .

(Pos thumous) ,  (  S tRO,
Rcscarch, C'anberra.

ln t l i v idua l  co lour  d i fTerc r rccs  s lowly  d isappcar ;
in  a  g roup o f  e  igh l  young b i rds  o f  thc  samc
agc,  kept  in  an  cnc losurc .  two looked the  same
at 70 tlays Lrf age, and all werc thc same bv 132
days.

Juvenile

The p lumage is  b rown in  a reas  wh ich  arc
b lack  in  adu l ts .  Wing covcr ts  a rc  shor t .  Thc  b i l l
and  gu la r  pouch are  f l csh  cokrur ,  thc  t ip  o f  the
b i l l  i s  b r igh t  o range.  thc  hcad is  wh i tc ,  g rey  or
brown, the nakcd skin arouncl th!' c)'c is f lesl 'r
co lour ,  anc l  thc  l cgs  and fcc l  a rc  b rown i lh  g rey .
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Cblour varir l ions in J4 l(nrng at Lake Co$al.
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lmmature

.  .Thc.  p lumagc colours are as in  non-brceding
birds but thc wing coverts arc short ancl thi
fcet arc grcv. Thc bill and throat are pink. and
thc Icgs an( l  fcct  are grev.

. Figufc 1- I'attern on pou(h t)f rcu in| bird.

Non-brccding Bird

Thc b i l l  i s  pa lc  b luc  w i th  p ink ish  r idgc ,  and
thc  -qu la r  pouch is  p ink ish  yc l low.  Thc  i r i s  i s
broun and thc  r ing  arou l ' td  the  cyc  is  ye l low.
Thc  pouch arca  is  scpara tcd  f rom the  fea thered
ncck  by  a  nar row fa in t  b lack  banc l  o f  nakcd sk in .
Thc  lcgs  and fcc t  a lc  s la te  b luc .

(irurtirg Adult

Thc  ccn t ra l  r idge  o f  thc  b i l l  i s  p ink ;  th rec-
quar tc rs  o f  the  length  o f  t l t c  mand ib le  a t  thc
cdgc is slatc bluc. thc front parts and the hook
arc  yc l low-orangc .  Thc  d is ta l  two- th i rds  o f  the
gu lar  pouch is  b r igh t  scar le t ,  thc  rcs t  i s  p ink .
ancl thc base of the pouch lras a narrow dark
b luc  cdgc  f rom wh ich  a  p ron l incn t  dark  b lue
s t r ipe  runs  para l l c l  and a longs idc  thc  b i l l  i n to
the  scar le t  a rca  (F ig .  l ) .  Thc  nakcd r ing  around
thc  cyc  is  yc l low-orange.

Thc  cour tsh ip  co lours  appcare t l  in  one capt ivc
b i rd  a t  4  ycars  o ld .  In  o thcrs  they  d id  no t  show
uf tc r  6  ycars .  l ' he  co lours  appcar  in  the  w i ld
about -1 wccks befure pair-formation and fade
soon a f tc r  the  nes t  s i t c  i s  \c lcc ted .

l| lcubatirg Bird

Thc co lours  o f  b i l l  and  gu la r  pouch fadc
gfadua l ly  to  o rangc-p ink  dur ing  incubat ion .  Thc
dark stripe across thc gular pouch changcs from
dark  b luc  to  red ,  thus  d is t ingu ish ing  incubat ing
lrom non-breeding birds.

SEX ING

Thc sexcs tl i ffer in sizc, but not in plumage.
Males  are  la rger  and ta l le r  than femalcs  and
have longcr  b i l l s .  Thc  b i l l  teng th  o f  l8  adu l t
n]alcs rangcd from 409 to 500 mm, and that of
n inc  adu l t  females  f rom 346 to  398 mm.

Dillerenccs in body size may be used lor
iclentif ication of scxes in pairs or groups of birds.
and d i lTcrcnccs  in  b i ) l  l cng th  io r  idcn t i f i ca t ion
of  ind iv idua l  b i rds  in  the  hand.
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