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' fhe 
state of  Flor ida has one of  the hiphesl  inc idents

ol  lhrcatened wi ld l i fe in rhe Uni leJ Sl i l le \ . -du( Dr imar i l \
t o  i m p r o v e m e n t  r n . l  r r a n . f o r m e r i o n  o i  c r i l i ( i l  h a b i t j r
for  the evergrowing demands of  expanding hrrman habi-
t^ l ion and act iv i t ies.  This threat  to rhe Dlant  and animal
l i fe hus heen rccogni \ed JnJ rr  rer ies ot  invenlor i ( \  on
the present and possib le f  lure status of  potent ia l ly  en-
dirngered rnJ endangerei l  rpei ier  hr .  been proJuj(J
f h i \  i \  r h c  \ c c o n d  o f  l o u r . u c h  v o l u m e .  $ h t c h  h a v e  t h u .
far  appeared on the vef lebrates of  the statc.

lhe 58 \pc! ie\  JnJ \ l tb\pcr ie\  Jr \cu\ \cJ ha\(  beel l
p lu ied rn onc of  f i \1.  r r tegur ic\  enr langered.
lhfcalened. rare.  of  specia l  concern and status 

-unde_

tcrmined. The species accounts have been prcpared by
a wide range of  indiv iduals f rom conservat ion 

_societ ie; ,

univers i l ics,  museums, research stat ions and Aovern
ment JepJr lmcnr\  \uuh r \  Nar ionr l  ParLs \ervr i .e anr l
F ' ish and Wi ld l i fe Service.  Each account pre!enls in-
lormat ion under the heaJrng\  oI  Desct ipLion.  Rangc,
t lahr la l ,  L i te Hi \ tor !  anLl  Feology.  Special i ied or  Uniq-uc
a harr(rcr  i \ r tc \ .  BJ\ i \  of  Sratu\  Cla\ \ i f i l ja t ion.  Recom-
mcndal ions and S€lccted References_

The accumutat ion and publ icat ion of  thesc d la havc
taken three years.  

' fhe 
resl l t  is  one of  the most ex-

haust ive studies of  i ts  type for  any rcgion of  North
America and undoubledly the wor ld.  The ranges are
qui tc precisc in part icular  b.cedinS local i t ies.  In many
cn\es the specie\  is  suf l ic icnt ly  wel l  s !udied that  popula-
l ron numbcrs and t rends can be wel l  documcnted and
the recommendat ions for  i ts  surv ival  delu i led a!  \ome
length. For others, however, there is the reD€ated
\ l r t c m c n t  r h u r  x d J i r i o n a l  r e \ e u r a h  m u \ t  b e  ! a | | i e d  o u l
hEfure the hio log) rnd breeding requiremenl \  are un-
dcrstood and inte l l igent  management p lans proposed.
Spccies designated "of  specia l  concern '  are not  y€l
rare.  but  drc inc luded bccause ol  the vulnerabi l i ty  ot
their  habi turs and thc |ccogni t ion of  rhe potent iu l  for
lhem Io rapid ly become threatened by environmental
changes-

l -here is  a rapid ly growing need for  s imi lar  works
on Austra l ian wi ld l i fe.  Clear ing and al terat ion of  coastat
ateas.  wet lands and forests,  part icular ly  ra inforests,  are
exert lng lncreaslng pressure on species wi th smal l  popu_
lal ion or  specia l ised ecologacal  requirements.  Unioi tu
nalel )  our unJer\ landing of  the\e \ leeie\  remain\
scanty;  l inancia l  support  for  research remains at  a d is-
t ressingly low level .

,  
T l i \ .  hool  i \  u model  for  an) furure proje i l \  of  t t \

r r n c .  r . .  o n t y  h o p e d  r h a t  , u c h  u n d e r t J k i n g  i n  A u s _
lrJ l ra can be provide, l  lor  and (arr ied out  Sfore i t  ts
too late lo- implement resul t ing recommendat ions wi th
any hope oi  success,
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Upl&nd Birds of Northetslem New Guinca, by Brucc
McP. Beehle.. i l lustraled bt Wil l iam J. Adams. Hand,
huo l  N r ' . 4  wau  f co lo8 \  I n \ t r t u t c .  Box  77  Wau ,
P rpu r  \ \ . $  a i u i ned .  P rge \  r \  ' - l so ,  5  ( , , 1 , , u r  p ta t c \ ,
5  m .noch rumc  p la te . ,  l 6  t iEu re ,  l 40mm \  2 l 6mm
Price: Krna 5 

-

'fhis 
handy-sized paperb()und book is lhe first field

guide to have been published on the birds of Papua
New Cuinea, a fact which akrne makes i t  a very wel-
come sight for p.ospective Ncw (iuinea birdwatchers.
It  discusses over J00 species which are to be found
in the Morobe Province from 500 to 4 000 metres.
Subspccies a.e not discussed. The book also gives in-
formation on where i t  is possible to *atch birds in thi\
area, access bcing quite a problem in Papua New
Guinea due to the l imited road system. Thc h)ok is
well set out wilh line drawings of birds families and
gives species l ists for various alt i tudinal zones e.s. hi l l
f ,rrg51 50O- I 050 m subalpine 2 500 m trcel in; clc.
Relat ive abundance in thesc l ist\  i \  indicated bv three
\eparale l !pe laces denoting "c,,mm,, 

,  
"uncr,mmon'

and "rare",

Ihe bulk of the book is givcn over b sp€cie\
accounts averaging three or four k) a page. These are
headed b! the scienti{ ic name, lhen the English namc
and the length of the bird in centimetrer. The English
names are by no means consistent, e.E. Monarcha
manadensit Black and White Monarch Flycatcher and
M. chrt$mela Black and Yello\*, Monarch. Informa-
tion for each sp€cies is set out under rhe heading\"f ield marks", "similar species", "habitat",  "alt i tu-
dinal range", "abundance" and "voice". The "f ield
marks" scction brie{ly describes thc bird and any dis-
t inguishing I ield mark is set in i tal ics. Plumage di lTer-
ences ktween male and female are noted in most
cases. Occasional ly the comments are misleading e.g.
lhe discussion on the differences bet\r'een f)ro alDd
and 7. (apensi\ and the remarks on Calidris ruficollit.
Three species of Collo&lia are discussed, C. estutenta,
C. hirundinatea, C. ,tanikorensis, but a fourth very
d'\ l inct i \c .pecie{ $hich occurs nerh.rp, rcgutarh i ' r  thi .
di i tr icr is not mentioned; in fact i t  \ las rhc l i rst bird I
\aw tvhcn I slepped ofT the plane at Wau. l l  is pre-
sumeably a'oll.x dlra papren"r (Somadikarra 1967.
Proc. L;S Nat. Mu\. Vol. 124. no. 1629). Though
apparerrt ly no specimeDs are kno\rn from the W;u
area. 'Ihis pr()tential sourcc of confusion ouah! at leasl
to have bcen commented on.

Ninety species, forty of which are jn colour, are
clearly and well  i l lustrated. Ho\\cver, I  feel that the
available colour might havc been put to better use.
I would have preferred to have seen some of the
whisl lers and honeyeaters in colour ralher than the
fantails and birds of paradise for example. Idcntitica-
tion of fanlails is more a question of pattern than
r:ulour and lherc ar( alread) a numbcr oi pictures ol
the birds of paradise widely available. A commendable
eflr ' r t  has .been made . to depicl krgether groups of
Dttos ct)nlatnlng scveral sFacte\ such as the cuckoo_
shrikes or greybirds. $ hi\ ! len. fantai l \ .  kingl i{her\,
etc. Male and female birds are often shown. Despite
its failings this book is essential to any birdwatcier
going to Papua New Guinea parricular[ i  \ ie$ of
Its mooerale Drlce.
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