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INTRODUCTION

An Aust ra l i iu t  Nat iona l  Rcscarch  Expcd i t ion
in  thc  surnnrer  o f  I989-1990 madc poss ib le  a
rcconna is lncc  o f  thc  av i fauna o f  thc  Pr ince
C l ta r  les  Mor rn ta ins .  Mac.Robcr tson Land.
Ant l rc t i ca .  S ix tccn  sc icn t is ts .  sc i t t le rcd  w idc lv
l l t r , , u f h , , l l t  l l l \ '  r i l l ! c .  \ \ ' c r c  l l , r v c L l  p e r i , ' , l i e r r l l i
l ) \ '  hc l i cop tc f  to  neu s i tcs .  A  s ta f f  o f  n ine  pcop lc
r ras  l ( )c i i t cd  l t  Dovcrs  F ie ld  Basc  near  the  basc
o l  Far le \  Mass i l .  Thcsc  pcop lc  n radc  oppor tun-
is t i c  o l )sc rvu t ions  o l  b i r t l s  f ronr  26  Decenbcr .
19 f19  to  l t i  Fcbruarv .  1990.  Thc  prcscn t  repor t
sunrnr l r i zcs  thc i r  co l l cc t i vc  f in t l ings .

STUDY AREA

The Nor lhcrn  Pr ince  Char lcs  N lounta ins  a rc
l ( )ca tcd  in  [ -as t  An l t rc t i ca .  midwav bc twccn
N' lauson anc l  Dav is  bascs :  300 km in lanc l  i s  thc
D o r c ' r s  F i c l c l  B a s c  ( 7 0 " 1  I ' S .  { ; i ' : ) l ' L )  ( F i s .  l )  I l
i r l l ,  : i { }  l ( ) ( r L l i t i ( \  r ' t r ' <  r i s i r c t L  b r  , , r r t .  r r r  r r r o r t
l ) i | ]  I i (  s .

RESULTS

Thc avifauna consistcd of tu,o species whiclt
ncs tcd  in  thc  a rca .  Thcse were  the  South  Po lar
Skutt C'uthar(ct( macutrrnit'ki and thc Snow
Petrel Pugodrorna nivad. A third species.
Wi l<on .  \ to r rn  Pc l rc l  a  r ,  a { t r? i la r  l c r ' ia lc r r .s  wr r .
prcscnt but cvicicnce of nesting lvas not found.

Snow Petrel Pttgotlronta nit'au

Thc Snow Pctrcl was thc most conrnron bird in
the  Pr ince  Char lcs  Mounta ins .  I t  ncs tcd  in  th rcc
main  areas :  (1 )  the  nor thern  Amer l '  Peaks ;
(2) Pagodorra Gorgc. Radok Lakc antl cnvirons;
and (3) thc northcrn pirrt of Flur-ustonc Bcnch.
All of thcse arc ir the large ice-free region
co l lec t i vc ly  known as  the  Amcrv  Oas is .

In  t l l c  Anrc ry  Pcaks .  Snow Pct rc ls  wcrc  seen
h igh  up  on  Mt  Scaton .  r>n  Sand i lands  Nunatak
and in  the  nor thwestern  Mann ing  Mass i f .  A l l
thrcc Iocations teature steep. north-facing cliffs.
Bccausc thc Ancrv Groul) sandstoncs arc
par t i cu la r ly  suscept ib lc  to  sa l t  wcdg ing .  c l i l f s  in
thcsc  rocks  arc  o l i cn  honcyconbcd w i th  smal l
cuvitics. These appeared m be preferred ncsting
sitcs for Snow Pctrcls. 

' fhc 
majoritv of ncsts

observed wcrc in such cavitics althougl'r scvcral
wcre  among bou ldcrs  in  sc rcc  s lopcs  a t  the  base
of cliffs. Rclativcll '  lcw petrcls nest in the
Precambr ian  bascmcnt  gnc isscs  tha t  make up  the
nrajoritt, of thc rock outcrop in thc northcrn
Pr ince  Char lcs  Moun la ins .

Thc sitc rvhcrc Snow Pctrcls sccmcd to bc most
abundant  was in  Pagodroma Gorge .  Many b i rds
\r'clc sccn flying abovc tlrc northcrn cliffs of thc
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wcstcrn part of thc gorgc and disaPp-carlng .lnto
crevices in the rocks. 

-I \\ 'o nests wcre found there
and one on the southern cliffs. In Bainmedart
C, \v \ ' .  i rd i i t c r 'n t  t r '  l he  we. l r rn  cnd n I  P l lgodrun l l
G rgL .  n i ' s ts  werc  o l r .c rv .d  b , , rh  in  thc  c l i f f s  on
thc northcrn side and at sevcral loczrtions on the
southeastern sidc. Thcre wcrc also nests in the
cliffs along the eastern side of Radok Lake both
to thc noith and soutl ' t of Bainmedart Cove A
s i n L : l c  n L \ l  $ i r s  \ ( ( n  h i g l l  u p  , ' n  t h e  f ) r a g o n  '
l  c i rh  C l i f t s  l , '  i l r c  wc . t  o l  Rr rdok  Lake.  On
Flagstone Bcnch. thc cliffs along the northern
cagi haa at least threc readily accessible ncsts.
i l l though only one was ln usc.

In placcs. old ncst sites. identi l ied by thick
guanti deposits. have been exposed by rcckfall,
particularly aktng thc northern cliffs of
Pagoclroma Gorge. These probably indicate. a
I ' rng  h i \ to r )  ( r l  l c t re l  ne \ l ing  in  l l l (  gorqe_ i r i  the
c l i l l ' i \  n ( ) t  rc t rc i r l ing  rap id lv  a t  p rcsen l  i rnd  lherc
is l i tt lc fresh rockfall at its base.

Breeding records fbr the arcil were: one nest
with eggs at Pagodroma Gorge on 10 January.
and unfleciged chicks in onc nest at Pagodroma
Gorge (22 January). two nests at Bainmedart
Cove (29 January) and one nest at Flagstone
Bench (3 February). Some of the nesting sites
clcarly had [:recn used over many years as there
wcrc dcep accumulations of guano. One nest half-
way up a steep. south-facing scree sloPe on thc
northern wall of Pagodroma Gorge was in a cavity
under largc bor.rlders. There werc two entranccs
in to  a  chamber  1 .5  m long,  0 .5  m wide  and 0 .5  m
high. A soil pit dug in the floor of the chamber
rcvcalcd guano mixed with fcathers and rock
ch ips  to  a  depth  o f  a t  leas t  15  cm.  A  la rge ,
mummified chick was wedged in a rock crevice.

In addition to known nesting areas. Snow
Petrels were seen flying past Dovers Field Basc
on 26  December  l9U9 (4  b i rds) ,27  December  (3 ) .
2  January  1990 (2 )  and 6  January  (1 ) .

Wilson's Storm Petrel Oceanites oceanicus

This spccics wns not tbund ncsting in thc arca
although it c:rnnot be stated with certainty that it
d id  no t .  Fur ther  observa t ions  may add i t  to  the
Iist of brccding species. There were thrce sight-
ings: itt Dovcrs Ficld Basc on I January (clcvation
I 100 m). Mt Lanyon to the south-east in the first
wcck  o f  January  (700 m)  and on  E lse  P la t fo rm on
2 l l  . lanuarv  (ncar  sca  lcve l ) .

South Polar Skta Cathuructa mac<ormicki

Threc skua nests were found in areas inhabited
by Snow Petrels. thc skua's prcy One ncst was

found in the northwestern part of the Amer]'
Peaks. closc to the junction of Walker Valley with

thc  McKinnon Glac ie r '  Another  was on  thc
southeirstern side of Bainmcdart Cove. Below this
nest over 60 wings of adult petrels wcrc counted'
A \  ay  l ro rn  lhc  ncs t .  \e ry  leu  w ing \  wer (  : \ cen
and it secms likely that petrels wcre capturco ano
flown back to, or closc to. the skua nest to bc
dismcmbercd. The separated pairs of wings wcre

Drobablv then blown short distanccs lrom thc
nest; one such pair was obscrved blowing in thc
winC on one occasioll.

The third ncst was at the wcstern end of
Pagodroma Gorgc on a sitndstone hil l  about 30 tt l
hig"h. on a platfarm in a stccp face about 20 m
atr"ovc thc vallcy flcnr. The nest was in a small
dcoression in rocks, cxposed overhead A largc.
downv chick was presc;t on 23 January. The top
of th6 hil l  was l it iered with bones and skulls of
adult Snow Petrels but there were no wings How-
cver, f ivc pairs of adult wings were on the floor
o I  thc  g , r rge .  Rcgt r rg i t : t t i , ' ns  \ \e r (  [ \ rund nc i r r  lhe
ncs t  and a t  the  h tse  o f  thc  h i l l .

A lourth skua's nest found at Else Platform was
not ncar known nests o[ Snow Petrels The only
b i rd  spec ies  observed thcre .  o thcr  than skuas .  was
Wilson s Storm Petrcl.

Skuas were seen outside their known ncsting
areas at Dovcrs Field Base. (onc bird on I
January and itnother on 8 January). centrirl
Jetty Pcninsula and along the clif ls at Flagstonc
Bench. Thc l.rttcr two recorcls may havc been of
birds that f lew down from the nest at Else
Pla t fo rm.

DISCUSSION

All thrcc species from the Princc Charles
Mountains are known to nest on various Anlarctic
islancis. on the Antarctic Peninsula lnd around
most  o f  the  per imeter  o f  con t incn ta l  Antarc t i ca .
includilg East Antarctica (Watson 19751 Furness
1987). Most nesting records arc from coastal arr:!rs
but all three species have bccn noted at some
inland sitcs and havc bccn rcported as using rock
cliffs and/or scree slopes as nesting habitats. The
most southerl) ' nesting rccorcl for any lrird is in
thc  Thcron Mounta ins .250 knr  in land f rom t l t c
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Wcddcll Sea (79'S), where South Polar Skuas.
Antarctic Pctrels and Snow Petrels have all bccn
reported. Non-breeding skuas go even farthcr
south. and havc been recorded from thc South
Polc anci from Vostock Station (3,188 m clcvation)
near  thc  po lc  (Furness  1987) .

Watson (197-5) gives thc brcccling season for
Snow Pctrcls as: egg laving from latc Novcmber
to mid-Dcccmber, hatching from carly to mid-
January and fledging about mid-March but notcs
that in inland mountains the cvcle mary be dclaycd
as much as a month. Our breeding rccords arc
consistent with thc dclayed schedule.

Our observation of a large skua chick in latc
January is in bcttcr accord with the fledging dates
of late Janurry to February reported for this
specics by Harrison (1983) than those of late
Fetrruarl ' to mid-March givcn by Watson (1975).

Except fbr the dcpcndcncc of thc skuas on
Sno\\, Petrels as prey, food relations of thc spccics
in  thc  Pr incc  C l l r r les  Mount l in r  l rc  uneer l l in .
Snow Pctrcls and Wilson's Storm Petrels both
fccti on marinc organisms and the former have
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also been reported scavenging (Watson 1975).
The nearest opcn watcr is 250 km away and carrion
is unavailable in the Princc Charles Mountains.
Thc only birds seen scavenging during the present
study wcrc skuzrs that camc to thc Glossopteris
Gully campsitc. This arca has bccn occupied by
humans sufficiently frequently in the last few
ycars for thcn to rcgard it as a supplcmcntal tbod
soulcc. Dctailcd observations on thc dict and
daily movcmcnts of all thrcc spccics of birds
would bc rewarding.
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RECOVERY ROUND.UP
'I 

his \tditrt is Fctarcd with th? co-operution oJ the Secrctary,
AL$traltot Bird und But lluruling Sthemes, Australiun Natio al
I'utks und wildliJe S(ri.e. Thc rercveties are onb, a selecti l
ol tht Illousands rcceireLl each tear; thel arc not a completc
hst anl \luruld not be arutlys?d itt full or pun wtthout prior
ttlt$ent oJ tlk bunlos .oncemed. Long?vity and diskulce
r€(oftts t(let b the ABBBS |nless otherwisc stated. Th?
lisk .. is t. short.\r .li.\tunc. in kibnl(tt{ abng rh€ rlire(l
linc toining the plarc ol handittg and /ecovery; the ompass
dift,dion refers to the saik direct line. (There is n.' implication
r(gutditB n1e distanrc fov,,n or the rcute follot|cd b.\, the bird).
wheft uruilabl. ABBBS uge corles have been included in the

Recowry or lonlleity items may be submited dveoly to mc
whereuprn rheir merits lor inclusion will be considered.

Hon. Edi tor .

The fo l lowing abbreviat ions appear in th is issue:

ANARE Auslra l ian Nat ional  Antarct ic  Research Expedi-

NSW NPWS GP -  New South Wales Nat ional  Parks and
Wild l i fe Service.  Gul l  Project .

Little Penguin Eudyptula minor

(a)  190 l3 i t0a.  Ncs! l ing banded by M. H. WntcrDran on
Troubr idge Ishnd. SA on 29 Dec.  86.  Recovcred dead at
B a r w o n  H e a d s .  V i c .  o r  l 0  F c b . 9 1 . 6 9 0  k m  E S E .

(b.)  190-2012.1.  Adul t  banded by R. P.  Cr lc\  on Albatross
IsLand. Tas.  on I5 Sep. 85.  Recovered,  later  d icd at  Port-
land.  Vic.  on l2 Apr.  90.  3.10 knr NW.

(c)  190-61829. Nest l ing banded by H. Bat im on Big ls land,
Five Is lands,  NSW on 4 Dec.90.  Recovered dead at
Forrest ier  Point .  Tas.  on 12 Fcb.  9L 970 knr SSW.

WanderingAlbatross Diomedea exulans
(a) BSall l+. Adull  femalc (+l) banded on Crozet Islands

Indian Ocean (46'25'S, 52"12'E) on 9 Jan. 71. Recaptured
at sea off Bel lambi, NSW (3,1"20'5, 151"00'E) by H.
Battam on 16 Jul.  89, over 18 yenrs 6 months aftcr
banding. 7 921 km ESE.

(b) 857563-. Adult (+1) bandcd on Crozet Islands, Indian
Ocean (46'25'5, 52"12'E) on 30 Jan. ??. Rccapturcd al
sea off Bel lambi, NSW (34"20'S, 151"00'E) by H. Battam
on 16 Jul.  89, ovcr 12 years 5 months after banding. 7 921
km ESE.

*French Banding Scheme Band-


