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SOME PROBLEMS DURING THE
EXODUS OF YOUNG SHEARWATERS

FROM MUTTONBIRD ISLAND,
NEW SOUTH WALES

N{ut tonb i rL l  I s land (30"1 i ] 'S .  1 .53 '09 'E)  o f f  Co l fs
H i i rbour .  Ncrv  South  Walcs .  con ta ins  thc  second
l r rgcs t  b rccd ing  co lonv  o f  Wcdgc- ta i led  Shcar -
wltcrs /1if7iirr.! puti l i ttts \t 'r the Statc, dcspitc
bc ing  io incc l  to  thc  n ra in land bv  a  b rcakwatc r
\ i r ) \ ' r '  . r l \ , ru t  io i5 .  fh , .  r t  i s  s  n l ( .  in lc r le r (nc(  l ! l
thc brccding bircls bv dolls. cats and occasionally
l r ( , ' l ) l r  " u l  t l t i .  t '  n o r r  r r r i c .  I  h c  r o l , ' r t r  . c e r n .  t , '
I t . r r c  i h : r n g e J  l l  I r ' , , \ L . l  r ( ! e n l  \ ' c l l r \ , i n . l  h , , r , , n
es t ina tcd  brccc l ing  popu la t ion  o l  about  6  0 (XJ
p l i rs  (Su.anson 1976) .

In l9fi i i . a pur,cd pathrvav was built lron thc
cnd o l  thc  l ) rcakwi t tc r  to  the  eas tc rn  cnd o f  thc
is lan t l .  to  keep v is i to rs  on  thc  t rack ' .  Th is  work
nrav havc clrtrscrl clcslr 'uction ot sontc burrows
i lu r in {  lhc  non-brcc t l ing  season.  bu t  i t  has  grca t ly
in rprovcc l  con t ro l  o l  pcop lc  on  the  is land.
Prcv ious l r .  peop lc  rva l l ing  ovcr  thc  i s l ln r l
i l cv i l r t cc l  l ro rn  the  l l  i r ck  whcrcvcr  i t  bccarnc  ovc t - -
g roun n i th  \cgc t l l l i on .  anc i  in  c io ing  so .  t lanragcc i
bur rous  anc l  conrpac tcd  fu r thcr  a rcas  \ \h ich
l r r ' r : r t t t  t t n . t t i l : r h l .  l l r  I ' r r  r  r l \ \  i n  r .

( 'h l ingcs  lo l lo rvec l  thc  cs tab l i shnrcn t  o f  1 r
nrar ina  i ld laccn t  to  t l l c  b rcak \ \ i l te r .  Thc  brcak-
w l l t c r  w l ts  resur f i rccd .  a  fence was c rcc tcd  a long
i ts  l cng th .  a r r t l  l i gh t ing  was ins ta l led  fo r  thc  con-
\ \ ' r ) i \ ' r l i (  , ' l  l \ , ' j r l (  u . i | | !  l l l L  r n l r i n i r .

In i t i l l l l  the  l igh ts  on  the  brc i i k$ ,a tc r  wcrc
bafflccl to prcvent rlazzling whcn vic$,c(l dircctl lr
I to rn  thc  i s land.  Thc  lccent ly  ins ta l l cd  l iuh t ing
lupparcn t l )  does  no t  c rca tc  th is  p ro t r l cm.  Unfor tu -
Datc l \ ' .  thc  s rnrc  cunnot  bc  sa i t l  fo r  the  morc
nun ' rc rous  and nrurc  in tcnsc  l igh t ing  o f  thc  com-
mcrcial arca of Coffs Harbour Jcttv i ldiaccnt to
the  Ru ihv i r r  S ta t ion .

I )u r ing  thc  cxoc lus  pcr iod  in  1987.  1 .16  l l cdg l -
ings  $crc  i i runc l  ushore  an t l  wcrc  takcn  to  thc  Pc t
Porpo isc  Poo l  ncar  thc  Jc t t ) ' fo r  rc tu rn  to  the i r
na lu r i l l  env i ronmcnt . ' l -hc  b i rds  had been p ickec l
tup  nra in lv  in  thc  v ic in i tv  o l  thc  commerc ia l  a rca
ncaf  thc  Jc t tv .  I -h is  l t rca  conta ins  thc  c loscs t  con-
ccn l r  i r l i on  o f  b r igh t  l iqh ts  to  the  is lanc l .  Mv w i fe
. r r r , l  I  L , ' l l e r t c , l  r l t .  l i i n l ' , \ n  l ( n  r l i r ) .  l ) c l w c c l
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22 April ancl 6 May. and lranclccl l '1.1 bclirre
rc le i rs ing  them on thc  i s lanc l .  A t  l cas t  141 l l cw o f f
t , '  . , . r r  w l tco  r , . l t l r .e , . j  in t l  lh , .  t r i r .

On the nisht of 2(r April. in aclclit ion to bircls
from thc Jettv arca. thirty wcrc brought in ftonr
1ln irrca about scvcn kil i tmctrcs north oI thc
islancl. l-his area contains rcsot-ts lutal a restaur-
ant. ltnd has a largc conccntritt ion of bright l ights.' l  

lrc local tclcvision stlt ion ran a nc\\"s lcaturc on
thc  b i r t l s  con ing  us l ro lc ' .  and sucges tcd  tha t  anv
lound shou ld  be  takcn  1o  the  Pet  Porpo isc  Poo i
or relcased into tl 'rc it ir fronr a neitrby hcaclland.
Following thc announcenlent no furthcr birds wcrc
brought to the pool front that arca. ancl prcsumatrlv
any l iruntl thcrc u,crc releasecl ncrrbl '.

About  the  sanre  t imc.  rnanv  b i rds  u ,c rc  k i l l cd
on roacls. Ten to twclvc birds u'elc louncl at
caclt of thrce locations: ncar the cor)tn)ercilLl
a rca  i r t  thc  Jc t t ) ' :  on  thc  I ) iLc i l i c  I  I i shwa) '
south of Coffs Harboui rl,hcrc l clrivc-in theltrc
cx is tcc l  a1  thc  t imc ( th is  a rea  is  somc f i ve
k ik r tnc t rcs  in lanc l  f ronr  thc  i s lan t l ) ;  anc l  on  the
Pacil ic Highway adii iccnt to thc rcsort lrcr
n rcn t ioncd ca l l i c r ' .  As  fa r  as  car r  he  t l c lc r r r incd
no o t l )e r  ro ld  k i l l s  occur lcc l  in  numbers  in  thc
C'offs I I i lrbour l irca.

-l 'he 
diita lrom l9SlJ 1990 canrlot lrc contparccl

with 1987 us I wus abscnt fnrnr Cloffs Hartrour
i l r r r in {  thc  c l i t i ca l  per iod .  I lowcver .  thc 'p rob lcn ' t
clcilr lv continucsl .{7 trircls u'crc collcctecl [ror]l
thc  poo l .  bandcc l  and rc lcasc t l  bc t rvcen 27  Apr i l
rnd  2  Ma) '  1990.

I t  uppcars  tha t  concent ra t ions  o f  s t rong.  b r igh t
l igh ts  a t t r i l c t  n )an) '  f l cdg l ing  shcarw l tc ls  $ tcn
thcy  i t re  cndcavour ing  to  g , : r  to  sca .  Th is  i s
rrncloubtetl lv aggravatcd b\ strong onshorc r'"incls
against which \oung birds nliry l lrvc dif l iculty in
1l ving.
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