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LAND BIRD MOVEMENTS ACROSS
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INTRODUCTION

W}ril l : ir is rccosnizctl thar ar lcast 25 lancl bircl
spcc les  l l l l g ta te  annua l lv  i rc l t )ss  Bass  St ra i t  l rn t l
l l l : l l l \  

. i ' l l t (  f \  i l n l t i i l !  n t l \  r h r  s U  i 1 1  1 1 1 . .  ( , , u r \ \ .  , , 1
r r l - | ' ' f | | l j  ( t  r r . r t (  r n r l r r . r . r l , . l i . l t . r : : r l .  t h (  t , ,  t ( .
url l |ng tn(l  cxtcnt of rtovenlcnts l trct l_loorlv( l()cumentcd. mosl accorults bcing anccdoti i l .  [ i (x.
onl!  six spccics. 

- lJrown Gosharvk Aqi) ik,r
/ , t . r r  r r t l t i r .  M ; r r ' . l r  l l , r r r i t r '  (  i i . t i r  , t , , r . 11311 , , , 11 , .
B r , rN r )  I  j r j L l '  I  t 1 , , ,  l t  11y , , 1y ,1 ,  N jU t l c rn  KL . \ t l ! l
t , , \ ' t , t ,  /  t  I  t ' i ,  l .  \ . . U  r . . 1  L r r r r r i l  R  I  t  i  1  a ,  !  1  1  y ,  1  |  t  t  !  i  g i  r  t  u : t t
: r n ( r ,  ) r l \ !  r \ . ) L  , / , ' . , t ,  r , , 1 , ,  / , r r r , r , r / r . r .  l r ; r r r .  l r l  r de r l
l \ l . r , l \  l i e (  f ( . \ 1 , \ (  f r ( l  : i l lC t  c t , , \ \ i n !  l J i t \ \  S t r i t i l
(Aus t r i i l i l n  B i r c l  and  Ba t  Banc l i r r g  Schcmc :
AB I l l lS ) .  G i ven  t hc  d i f f i cu l t i c s  o l  r hc l c r ra i n  anc l
t l r (  I ' , u _  r L \ ' , , \ r . r \  r i r r ( . , r t  h i  r ( l L r l  l r i r d s .  i r  . c c r r r s
l l l i t l  i , r t l \  l r \  r ' r l r i r n J i  !  t l r , . ,  l i r n g , .  i  l , t  n u r ) t l \ c f  , r l
r ) l r s l r \ i l l t , ) n s . _  n : r r l i ( l t l i  l v  ; r t  l e r i , , r l s , r r  n . . l r k
l l l l l l l . l l l ' , t ) .  N t l l  i r  l )C I t ( . r  r r n , l c r s l l r r r d i n i l  , , l  l l t (  I n , , v (
mcn t  pa t t e rn  bc  ob ta inc t l .  

- l i r  
t h i s  e r rd .  band ing

l und  obscrva t ions  wcrc  c i r r r i cd  ou t  a l  Wi lson .s
Promontory  un t l  Dc l r l  I s land in  nor lh_e i rs t  Bass
S ( r i  I  l l , , l l t  F t l ' r r r : r r r  t , ,  l \ l l t r  I ' r r x  l l , , t l l  . i t . . \
u (  r \ '  i t l \ r '  : r \ . r s . L ( l  l , ) r  l u l l l f r  . l l r , l i ( \  i , l  l ) i r L l
n  g f i l l l o n .

METHODS

Bantling lrnd itbsclvations rvcrc cirrricci out in
the  v ic in i t_v  o f  Wi lson 's  p romontorv  I_ igh ts ta t ion
lront- l6 Fci)rulrrv onu,artls ancl aic crjntirruinc.
A t  Dca l  Is lanc l  in tc ts ivc  B ,ork  w ls  cur . r rc ( l  ou l
l5-2-5 Malch. rvith less systcmatic t.rD5c1q,111qyr. .1
o ther  t tDrcs .  Wc i {h t  anc l  s tandar ( l  measr l rc l r l cn ts
.  

-  t I t r r l  I r e r r , l  l r  f l l l .  t l j r  ( . t r ( , 1  $ i  c . l l , , t ( 1 .  l i r i l
t ( ' t l ! r t n  i  t ( l  l i l t \ u : .  r r c r . ,  L r k t . t t  , \ n  i r l l n r , \ t  l l l
birds captured; moult \\, irs rccorcied l irr sitnrc.
Weathcr wils also recordcd fol all blrnorng scssrons.
Observa t ions  werc  no l  cur r i cc l  o r r t  svs lc ln i t t rca l l !
i r \  l h ( )  l t ; r ( l  t , r  l i l  i l t  u  I l l  t h r .  l i r : l r l . r ; r t r , r r t  u , r r (
schcclulc.



Thc arca  undcr  s tudy  is  shown in  F igurc  l .  The
Wi lson 's  Promontory  I - igh ts ta t ion  is  s i tua ted  on
Soutlr-east Capc. a rocky hcadland covcrccl, apart
trom a mo$'n area ncar the Lightstation itself, in
wooclland doninatcd trv Drooping She-oak
AlktLosuarinq yertici l latd with somc Tasmanian
Blue Gurn Eucalvptus globulrlr. It is isolatcd from
the mainland by ir narrow neck clothcd in low
hcath lanc l .  A  smal l  woodcd is land l ies  1  km
offshorc to the south and Deal lsland is just
v is ib lc  72  km a$ay  to  the  sout l l -c ls t .  Dea l  l s land,
I  500 h l .  i s  thc  main  is land o f  the  Kent  Group.
About half is covcrcd in eucalypt and casuarina
woodland, the rcrnaindcr is tussock grassland.
Thc grassier Erith Island. immediately to tltc
north ol Dcal (lslantl), was also visircd for three
h( ) r l rs  on  l9  March .

' l 'hc 
obscrvations arc presented for those

landbircl species that could conccivablv havc
l l l r ) \ cJ  i t c r i r \ \  i r l  l \ . i l \ l  par l  , r l  Bass  S l f i t i l .  ( . rm i l l i ng
those that may have nrovcd among the Kcnt
Group or Irom Wilson s Promontory to Rodondo
I  s  lan  c l .

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

,\pct'ics t'ought or ohservcd

Brown Goshawk Accipiler fasciatus. Onc fcmalc
was scen at Dcal on 23 March, that would probably
havc  been scen ear l ie r  i l  i t  had  t rccn  thcrc .  Movc-
rlent across Bass Strait in March would corres-
pond to the absence of somc Goshawks from their
Tirsnaniirn territories in wint(]r and their presence
at sonre coastal sites in Victoria from only March
k) August (Blakcrs et ..r/. 1984), and there has
bccn one bird banded in Tasrnania and rccovcrcd
in  V ic to r ia  (ABBBS) .

Australian Hobby ,Fclco longipennis. One foraged
on insects above Deal Lightstation compound on
2 | March and w:ls sccn daily for thc ncxt thrcc
days. Thc timing of this sighting suggests that the
vagrants  tha t  supp lement  thc  Tasmanian  popu la-
tion in summer (Blakers et a1. 1984) ma1'. in fact,
bc  rcgu la r  migran ts .

Iiigurc l. /:lll.f.! .\//dil.rhot''ing castt,m islmd thain.

Brown Falcon Fulco berigora. Appearcd to bc
moving across Dcal in small numbers: two werc
secn on  16  March ,  one on  18  March ,  onc  on  20
March, two on 23 March. On different days birds
appeared to have diffcrcnt plumages, and those
scen wcrc slowly working their way north across
the island, gJiding in circles or l lapping at 50-100
nr alt itude. The records conlirm observations thzrt
part of thc Tasrnurnian population migratcs north
in autumn across eastenr Bass Strait (contr.a
B lakers  c l  d1 .  1984 i  Chat to  1987;  F ie ld  1989) .

Australian Kestrel Fnlco cenchroides. First sight-
ings for the year on Deal on 20 March were at least
three on 21 March and one on 23 March. At least
one b i rd  remained on  Dca l  th roughout  thc
winter. Individuals moved slowly north across the
island. combining flapping and gliding fl ight with
hunting and perching. The timing of the move-
ment corrcsponds to cvacuation of Tasmania
during winter (Olsen and Olsen 19t37); one banded
on King Island has been recovered in Victoria
(ABBBS). Deal miry rcprcscnt thc nost southcrly
point of winter residence.

Little Button-quail Turnix vektx. (lnc was flushed
in tussock grassland at Dcal on 23 March, possibly
the l lrst record for Tasmanian territory. The
species is ccrtainly not resident on Deal, but it
can scarcely bc considered a regular migrant.
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Bfue-winged parrot Neoplrc n <.hrysotomn. Htts
oj]ly.Dccn secn on Deal in spring (C;ray et .t l.
1987). At Wilson s promontoiy, ,,,e .pec,cs was
hrst caughr bcfbrc 0300 h on 15 March'besidc tirc
I  i F h l . r i r l i o | l  i r l l e r  i r  n i ! : h t  ( , t  \ l r o n g  W S W  W N W
wrnds.  5u t )scqu(n t11 .  i t  w l rs  \cen  n( i r r  t l r r  L rgh t_
\ l i l l r ( ' n  I n  t l r e  , l r 1 1 ;  m ( ) n l i l g  o n  l r , .  1 t  ; q n 6 -  t 1
tv t r t rcn .  |  ; i l e r  i r r  r i v t l .  . i lm( .  on  n igh ts  o f  l ieh t
w i r rd - r . .1  u r r  r r rught  we ighc t l  r ,5  ; r r r . l  I j  g  , ,na  h ' .J
t r c  t r , l h t w r n B  I t c i t 5 u f c m (  l { :  h c a ( l \  l  X ,  2 7  7
n u n :  . w i n S \  |  I  l .  l o t r  n r m :  r r r i j s  l 0 E .  O 5  n r m  ; r n d
r i l r \ t  lh ._ .  l -1 .6  n rn l  f luck \  o l ,s r r red  jn  l to f lh_wcs l
T , r r rn l r l ia  . t rg ! ( . { t  n r ig r i t t i ( rn  rc t r r \ \  lh (  wes t ( l l
p : l l j  , "  o : ' ' r  5 , l r  r l  (B l i r l c r ,  c /  { / / .  I r rg , l J .  Sornc
r r l lds  l t l i r )  h l t r (  h (en  l r l , rwn i t c ro \s  l l s  l l r r  i r s \ t  i l ron .s
Pr ( 'mon lory  hu t  spr i r rg  s igh t jnA.  r r t  bo th  Wi l : , , ,n . ,
r r ' ' n ) , ' n t , ) r ) . r r n d  D c l l  { U : i g ( \ t  l o r t i o n  r ) l  l h c
pr rpu l i r t lon  ; r l ro  I  I  i l vL  l . i  l r c r . )s \  c l r . l c rn  B lNs Sr r l i t .

Fan-taifed Cutkoo Crrcllrrs py rrhttpharrus. .V{as
not  scen on  Dca l .  One was caugh i  a t  Wi lson .s
P n , n r ( , r n l . ' r )  r r r r  l r r  M i r r c h  r 6 4  g .  h c r r d  4 5 . 1  m m ,
w r l F  t . { h  | l | | ] 1 .  t i  l  l l l  m n t ,  l t 0 d  s ( e n  a n d  h e l r d
| | )  A l )n l .  i r l l e r  wh i ,  h  the  \p ( .c i r .5  \4us  Io l  \ c ( .n
aga in  un t i l  10  Septenber .

Barn Owl Tyt,, t l fu. Onc w1. rsq6 orr Delrl on 4v l i l y .  n i l \  De(  n  sccn  th t . re  p rer  rou : , l y  lCr i ry  c t  , i / .
l ( )x7)  lnd  c ( , l r ld  he  res ident .  nur  rs  \car ( .c  In
l  asmanta_

Skylark Alawla aryr,/?sl.r. Self-inrroduced to Deal,
Y l l : "  l . I  rcs idenr .  Inc t i v rL iu r r ts  uer r .  5 ig f t1111 11w l l s o n  s  P r t ' m ( r n l o r \  o n  l f '  A n r i l  : r n d  I  M : r v .  b u r
sliry('d lor i,nly I |eu hours on each occlsi,rn. Fio..k_
lng h.ls been noted during August in Tasmania(F lc tchcr  l , t l2 )  r rn t j  m, ,J  he ' i r \ \ r ) ( . ra rcd  \ r r th
rcgu l i l r  l l l o !  (  n tL .n  t  l \  n r  ) ted  in  th is  :pec ic \ '  \  ou l  t t r i c \. ' f  o r  ig in  ( (  r rmp lq8h) .  hu l  i t s  g r rdua l  inc rcase in
r rnge lU l i rkc rs  r r  n /  laX4)  ma1 l r l so  account  f r r r
Ine  r r regu l t r  lppe l ran( .e  l t  Wi l \on .s  p romontury .

Welcome Swallow Hiruntlo neuxrnu. At Dcal,
noc l i s  ' r l  J { l  |  \  e tc  oh \ervcd  on  le  Mr rch  anc l
80+ on 20 March. At Wilson's promontory flocks
wcre  prcs^ent  dur ing  thc  las t  two uecks  o f  Apr i l
i l nd , rhe  hrs t  weck  , r f  May.  S ing lc  h i rds  wcr .e
c u  g h t  t  _ D e r r l  ( l r  2  g .  h e a d  2 7 . 0 - 6 6 ,  r \ i n A  l 0 g
nrm.  l i l t l  )E  mm.  ra rsus  l f , . ( )  mm)  rnd  Wi (un .s
P r o m o n r o r y  ( 1 5 . 0  g .  w i n g  l l l  m m ,  r r i l  7 4  m m ) .
l Ie I  h : td  depar lcd  f ron l  T rsman ia  hV 2{ t  March .
. r , , xx  

(A .  F le lcher .  pcrs .  comm.) :  iheV usua l lv
le-ave. southern Tasmania late February mid
March (Park 1981). Observations at King island

(Tenplcton 1976) suggest most birds move nortl)
vra westcrn Ba ss Strait from latc February to carly
April. but thcse observations confirrr thdt at leasi
sontc move up thc ezrstern island chain.

Trec  Mar t in  ( i c r ! 'p . i !  n ig r i t .e t r \ .  Thr . r ,n ly  1qe, . . .n
\ \ r rc  l1  DL. i l l  r . l i t l t  Wr . l corne  Su l t l l rw .  r r  l ,
March. At Wilson's prornontory thcre werc no
s r g h t i l p s  h c r w c e n  l 2  J r n u r r r y  : r n d  l , r  O e r r , l r e r
I  l r c  rn i l l r ) r  rou t r  o l  m igr l t r t ,n  i s  s l r r t l  to  l r r . r r r r  thc

e l | \ t r  
, r  s i L l c  o l  B r . s  S r r l i t  { M r , l l i \ , ,  l , / ( ) t J ) l ) r i t  l h e

Dl lL l \  d ( '  n . r l  n ( . r 'es \ i l r i l )  fu lh ru  thc  i s l l t r r t l  eha i | l .

Richard's Pipit Anthu.s n ovaeseeldfid iqe . Fr.rnt
l5-25 March. thrcc to eight wcrc prcscnt on the
o l l c  i r r ( l  , r l  \hLr r l  gn t \ \  on  DCi r l .  hu t  o l l  l7  Murch
4{ r - l  w t ' re  secn lh i r t  cuu ld  n r ) t  suhsrqucn l l y  l r r
rcc , )u l l l cd  [o r .  fhey  uerc  l |  I  \een  Ln  n i i tn  t . i rn . t
on  l9  -Mu leh .  s ' '  r rc  p r r ' surncr l  l i ,  h  l v (  le l l  lh (
Kcnt  Ur ( ,up .  A . r  \ \  i l son  ,  p romorr l , , r ) .  i Id r \  id_
uAr \  \ \e r ' ( . rccordLd o  l6  Ml r rch  l rnd  2  Apr i l  : rnd
: i , iFhl  , l l  l4 rrnd lE-Apri t  {2q.J.  t r . ( ,  g:  h(.  ( ts
j1, l ]  { l  i  ntrn:  wi l |gs 0{ l  x( /  nrm: l r r i ls  7{r .  r , ( r  rnm:

zn. l  In r ) )  t .  I  wO mOrC u( r t .  r iuh te t l
ln  Mi ry  I  A I I  le  l r  b1  middr r l .  p r r . r r rg . .  rh iourh
Uer i l  In  la tc  Mr reh  w, 'u j t l  f i t  th .J , ,hser r i . l
t l r c l inc  in  P ip i t  nurnbers  round D( . \onpor r  b \
ca t ly  Apr i l  (Do\e  I ' r l7 ) .  t rn t l  n r r rnhe r .  i r rT i r .m; rn i i r
gcnenr l l y  dec l ine  Ju f in t  w in r t r  lB l r r (c rs  r , l  a / .r984).

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Cor0cina novue-
Itollaruliae. Only onc was scen on Deal, on 16
March. Two individuals werc secn tty;ng <rv"i
W i l s , ' n  s  P r o m o n r r r l y .  ' n g  i 1 ;  A p r i l . : , r n d  r h i , , t h c r
r n  V a y .  P l r t i a l  n o r t l t - \ o u r h  m i g r i r r i o n  o t  t h i \
specres has been well documentcd (Blakcrs et
a1. l9ll.1). As with Black-faccd Cuckoo_shrikes
crossing Torres Strait to New Guinea (DralTan cl
a / .  lqSJ) .  mos l  6sv ing  hc lwecn T i rsml rn i i r  r rn i
Yr i ' l unr  p r , 'hah ly  f f y  h igh  rnd  rn r rke  rhe  j , ru rn( .1
wrthout stopping.

Blaclbird Turdus merula. Self-introduced to
Dcu l .  where . i t  i s  now rpparcn t ly  rcs iJcnr .  a l thouAh
Inc  poputa l ron  mrrv  s l i l l  be  supp lcmenred f rdm
the mr in land.  A t  Wi lson 's  p romonrory ; r  l lo t .k  o f
l2 was seen 070G{900 h on i6 Ap;il. Neither
! "ck ing  n , ' r  rcguhr  migr r l ion  l ra r  heen r t .corder l
rn  Aus l ra l i i l  hu l  par t i i r j  m igra t ion  occr r r *  in
F_urope w i lh  f locks  ar r i r  ing  a t r i r  no t . tu rna l  f f ighrs
3J . . .ah( )y t  r iaun  (Cramp j ,J8r i  t  so  rhe  f foc I  a r
wr lson  \  Prumontory  may havc  c rosset i  B lss
St ra t t .
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Flame Robin Petroica phoaniceri. Sontc bandecl
inc l i v idua ls  a rc  rcs idcn t  on  Dea l  th roug l tou t  the
ycar. but rcgul?lr coutrts takcn round the Light-
stl l t iolr compound at about 0900 h cach morning
(' l 'ablc l) sLlggcst sonlc movr:mcnt cluring late
March .  

- fhc  
nuntbcrs  in  thc  compound.  howevcr .

do not ncccssarily rcflect t l lc numbcr of Flamc
Robins  pass ing  th rough thc  i s land.  A l though on ly
l4 ()ut ol 66 bircls wcre retrappcd. suggesting that
i r l  l ( r r \ l  \ ( r n t e  u ( l L  l i t r i l l t r l \ . 1 r n  5 u r n q  m , r l n i n o q
whcn few could be sccn. many werc hcarcl singing
rn thc surrounding u,oodland. They werc also
sccn.  heard  and captured  in  euca lyp l  wood land.
and sccn and heztrd at numerous other places.
Morc convincing evidence for migration was the
hich clcnsitv on thc north-east corncr of Erith
where. irt midday olt 19 March, therc wcrc 40+
wi th in  ha l f  r  hec tare  o f  mixcd  grass land and low
shrLrblancl. This would bc the closest point in thc
Kent Group to tl ' lc Australian mainland and
possibly thc most suitablc placc to observc north-
ward movemcnt \\ ' i thin the group. Neyertheless
hcrc .  as  on  Dca l .  t r i rds  were  chas ing  cach o ther
in a rvay which woulcl suggest rcsidency. even
tenrporar i l y ,  ra thcr  than t rans ience.  A t  Wi lson 's
Pron lon tory  no  F lame Rob ins  werc  sccn  un t i l  3 l
March. with individuals subsequently sigltted on'7 .8 .  

14 ,27  Apr i l  and  1  Mav.  One was caught  on
l4 April. There was no corrclation with the wind
dircction or weather but all wcrc present only in
thc nrorning. Birds caught at Deal weighed
13.3+0.93  I  (11 .8  17 .9 .  n :80) .  s ign i f i can t ly  less
(p<{).(}01) than those caught the following spring
at  Wi lson 's  Promontory .  wh ich  were  15 . l+  l . l3g
(11 .0-16 .9 .  n :7 ) .  Of  n inc  ind iv idua ls  recaptured
at Deal. the mean variation in wcight was ,t 0.7 g
( t ) .1 -1 .6 )  w i th  onc  b i rd  inc reas ing  f rom l4 . l  to
15.6 g over five days. Thc Dcal birds had head
lcngths  o f  30 .610.05  nrm (29 .8-32 .0 .  n -62) ,  w ing
chords  78 .1 i t2 .3  mm (75  85 ,  n :62) .  ta i l s
5-5 .512.5  mrn  (5 ( ! -63 .  n=45) .  and ta rs i  19 .3 t0 .63
mtn  (17 .8-20 .2 .  n : ,16) .  One o f  seven b i rds
cxamined was in wing rr.roult. Thc diffcrcnccs in
wcight suggcst that thcrc may be somc pre-
migratory fattening. although not to the same
degree as long-distance migrants in the northern
hemisphere  .  Dur ing  w in tc r  29  b i rds  a t  Mt  P ipcr ,
Victoria, weighed between I l 2 and 1,1.6 g (Rogers
ct ul. 1981). Althouqh not possible to compare
statistically. thcir weights were probably less
than those caught at Wilson's Promontory but
sinilar to the mixture of resident and presumably
migrating robins at Dcal. Howcvcr. although thc

TABLE I
Counts of  I r lanrc Rol) ins in l ighrsral ion corrpoun. l .  Dcr l

I s l a n d .

Drtcs in Miuch l9El i

l i  h  l 7  l 8  l , )  l r r  l l  l l  l l  1 . 1  1 5

Adul t  malcs I  5
t lncolourcJ bi rds - l I  .15

0 2 ' 1  0  t . 1  2
s  12  t 5  2 .1  l 0  l l  l 0

i 5
1 8  I

mean wcight of bilds at Dcal was lou,er thrn at
Wilson's Promontory. f ivc of the 80 capturcd wcrc
grcater than thc rnaxinlum of 1,1.6 g recordcd by
Rogers  d  d1 .  (1987) .  One o l  thcsc  was a  b i rd  thar
increased in weight by 10 per cent ovcr six days.

Satin Flycatcher M y ialya c,,-anoletca. lnclividuals
were  observed a t  Dca l  on  16 .  18 ,  19 .  22 .23  und
24 March. always alone and always silent. At
Wi lson 's  Promontory  one was caught  on  l8
Fcbruary', three on 2.1 February and onc on l-5
March. all bctwcen 1640 and 18.+-5 h. The mcan
weight of f ivc birds caught at Wilson's Promontory
was 18 .8  g  (16 .1  21 .9)  and thc  mcasurements  o f
four  b i rds  were :  heads  37 .9  mn (37 .1-39 .2) .
wings 88.5 Inm (8-5-91), tails 77.-5 rnm (75-79).
and ta rs i  16 .3  rnm (15 .9-16 .5) .  The b i rds  seen a t
Wilson's Promontory in Fcbruary may not have
comc from Tasmania but. given the distance
travelled by Satin Flycatchers after brceding. it is
l ikely that any failcd brccdcrs would dcpart carly.
The last date at Wilson's Promontory was actually
earlier than the observations at Deal suggesting
that most birds travel long distances with few
stops.

Grey Fantail Rhipidura Juliginost. At Deal the)'
wcrc numcrous and appilrcntly nlobilc. T(:n wcrc
caught at thc enc sitc with no rctrzlps. On cach of
thc four evenings the site was used there were
fbur to scvcn unbandcd fantails in thc vicinity. At
Wilson's Promontory they were absent unti l
l6 March with subscqucnt arrivals occurring
spasmodically unti l 3 May. Captures for banding
tended to be clustcrcd; thcy were captured on
only seven of 39 days of netting between the first
and last observations of Grey Fantails, with singlc
birds being caught on two days and groups of 2,
.1. 5. E and 3lJ on the other five. Arrivals werc
apparently only in the morning on days of l ight
winds of no consistent dircction. They were seen
flying in the l ight beams at 0500 h and had
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| ' r ' i ) r I , ' t ) t , ' r \  , I I |  I | !  i r t  u | l l r ]  r r e i l l t t . r l  -  , t  .  t r  r , s  "

1 l ' n  
' , , 1 .  

.  r r  . i i r  . i r : n r n , : U r t l \  l ( . . \  i l , .  i r . t x j l l
l l r i r n ,  l ' , ' t l t  t l r , r . , .  t . r r r " l r t  . r r r r i r r !  . r r i r t r n l r  : r l
l ) ( i r l .  ( \ ( )  F l l  J -  f .  \ . 1  , , . , r  g .  s 1  - 1 4 1  :  r r l  r l r , r . . .
\ ' j r l l t l l l  : r l  \ \ t l . , r n .  P l i r l l t . , n t , r | r  t j t r  l , , l l , , $ i r r s
s f r i n { ,  { \  t . .  5 , , , 1  . . ,  

-  , r - , / . r ,  i  n  -  1 . . ;  l l r . :
l ) L , r l  1 1 r ( l \  l r . r , l  I r r ; r , l  l r '  _ r l l i , t  ' J  -  { )  7 i  l l l l
{ . . ' _  _ { , . 1 ,  r r -  I l l .  u i r r r : s  - - + . - .  

l . _ l  t l r l  ( - l  - r ,
n  l j ) . .  t .  l \  l  

.  t . ' ,  I  l t  { d r ,  t ) { t .  l t t )  i l t ) ( l
l : | l \ r  I { ' . '  r )  - -  

n ) n l  I  l i  . l  l - . s .  r r  =  I t r l  \ t r r . s
wcrc  no t  c l i s t ingu ishcc l  bu t  l l vc  ou t  o l  l ; l
\ \ ' L . re  l l r s t - \ ' ca r  b i rds .  Onc t r i rd  tvas  undcr
going $'inl rrroult. J'hcsc rccor(]s corroDoratc
r , r l ' . r ' n . r l r , r r t r  i , l  n i r \ \ i r . l r  |  )  I  {  ,  \  ( .  I  I  I  \ .  I  I  I  (L t r , ,111. .1 .
l ' ,  \ ) .  f i r f l i (  l ,  l r  t r l , ' r r r :  l j r t .  r i r \ l ( . r  I  j \ l :  t r l
J r . ,  r  i l - , , l i l  l ( ) s l ) .  A .  r r i r l t  F l ; r  r r .  R , , l r i n r .
thc  \ \e i rh t  d i l l c rcnccs  l )e t recn  d i f le rcn t  cohor ts

: ' l  , l ' l i l .  : r  
L : ( . r  

, \ J r r r (  l ) r (  l r i . ! r i r r i , r \  t i r l r , . n i n !
i l l  r \ \ l l t  I ) r ' i i l  r , r t r J  \ \ ' i j s , , r r ' .  p r . , r r r , , l r r  n  i r r  t l r t .
spr ing .  u l thout l t -g ivcn  thc  scrua l  c l i rnor .ph isn t
rn  

. th rs  
spcc ics  (Rogcrs  c l  a1 .  l9 i j7 ) .  thc  pcx t lec l

d l l l : r  r n  l h i \  s t u d \  c o u l d  n t a s k  b i a s e i c l  s c x
r  i l t i ( ) \ .

Sil\ereye 1.ost(rops lutL,rulit. At Dcal f locks oi
<-i{) bjrds \\ 'erc sccn l lyin,!l r.ouncl thc island
tn f ( )Ug l l ( )u t  aL l tunrD but  t )c - \ .e r  i lnv  inc l i spu tab lc
r : t iqnr t ion .  Sontc  in lc r - i s la l r l  lnovcmcnt  \ \ i th jn
I l t r  R . . r r t  (  ' r ' , , r r l '  \ ! i r \  n ( , 1 ( . ( 1 .  . r D , l  l , ; r I r i r . s  \ r ( . t L . i r l _ r ,
scen lccrl ing on lntjt o1 Alt,_riu bu.ri l i t l iu. At
Wi lson  s  Pn) rno  o | r  i t  rvas  thc  lnos t  obv ious l ) ,
n ) ls l r t ins  b i r t l .  u  i th  p i t r t i cs  I rcqucnt lv  secn f l y ing
rn lforn across thc scl f loln 5 Mitrch to at lcasi
t t r r f . l r r r r L .  . l j t l t , , u ! l l  i t ) l t ( . . l l t f l  i , l t \ . 1  j ( r  A p r r l .  O t r
i r l l  r r r r t  ' r l l (  r \ ' ( : r \ t . , n .  t l , , .  1 .  " . . , .  . ( . ( . n  d \  t : .  r
du l rn ! l  thc  n rorn ing .  t l te  rna io r i tV  bc ing  sccn
0700 i)90(l h irnd dcplrting beliric noo-n. irut
tncrc  w i ts  no  cor re la t ion  be twecn w inc l  c l i rec t io t r
an t l  l r r rv l r l  o l  S i l vc rc lcs .  A l l  cohor ts  o f  S i l vc r_
(  \ r \  \ L , r (  s t l r r i . t i . ; r l l r  i n r l i . l i l ) S u t . l t i l l r l \ .  t  u ( l S h l .
r r l  l ) L . r l  r h e \ '  r r . i ; l r r ' r l  I  I  J -  I  r i \  .  t \  i .  l l  .
1 -5 i i ) l  a t  Wi lson  s  Pnr rnontory  t l i cv  we ighcc l
l l l t 0 . 7 5  g  ( 9 . 5 - 1 1 . 1 .  n - 6 7 )  i n -  a u r L i n r n .
l l  l  r l ' r _ ' ,  !  { . r ,  I  l i  r \ .  n  . . l . l t .  i n  l l t r .  l , r l l r ) $ i n E
. P t t r t l  T h r  D r . l r l  l r i r r l s  l r r L l  h t . ; r , l  l c n g t h s  n l
17 .3 t0 .9J  nr rn  (h ( r l9 . l .  n=-10) .  w ings  6 i .812. ,1
n tnr , (56- ( r l i .  n= j l ) .  t r r i l s  -16 .5  | l . i t  rnm ( .1 .1  -50 .
n : 2 5 )  a n d  r a r s i  I ( r . l : ! 0 . 6 t i  m n  ( 1 5 . 2 - 1 7 . 6 .
n : l - l ) :  s ix  ( )u t  o l  lT  b i rL ls  ex i tm incd werc  ln  ac t rvc
r l  r t tg  rn t tu l l .

T rsnra l ian  S i l verevcs  arc  kno\ \ , l t  to  c l ( rss  l lass
\ t t i r i t  c . r r ' j r  l r  l r r n r r r  l r r r , l  < 1 ' r ' i r r g  t B l . r k , . r .  , . 1  , i / .
l ( l x - l ) .  C ) l l r  o | r . r ' r r ; r t i o r r .  . , , r . r , , l u , r ; r t t .  r I t , , . .  o l
A ' l r l r r  1 1 , t ] y 1  r h ; r r  S i l r t . r r r r . s  l r r , , l r ; r l r l r  l c r r , , L
. l l ( n r i r t l t i r  I t  l l l \ j  ( \ r ' t ]  l S  l r n t l  l r r t i r ( . ( , n  ( l l c  l : l i n _
l i r l r ( l  I l r (  l , , l l , ' \  

. l !  
|  I  L  '  I  r  I  i  I  I  !  \ . \  e  I  I  t l t o r r . r : l t  t l t | J r  l r t r r  t

Dcc l l  scen pass lng  nor th  l l .Ont  S$, l r l r  I s laDd.  o l i
n r ) t th -c i ts1  T t rs rnan ia .  tou ,arc ls  ( . l l r rke  ls lanc i .
ah(nr t  20  knr  to  thc  nor th .  a t  anv  t in rc  o f  thc  dav
rf thc wi:athcr u'as far,ounrble lI, iclt i  in prcssi.
Thc  raDgc o l  u 'c igh ts  in  c l rc l r  g roup suqgcs ts  th i t l
\ ( ) l ) l t  l i l l l L t l  t l  r , ( L l l r \  ( l u l i t ) r  n ) i ! I j t l i , r l )  j l \  i t l l
l h r r . e  i  h r , l t s  l r . r t l  i  t l r r  i . l r r l r l .  h . . t r r  r ( r  t l t , r r r  l , r t t  , r t
thc 1.96 wcighe'cl bv Rogcrs ./ .11. ( l9l]7) oll the
rn l ln l i tnd .  rv l r i ch  had l  \ \ , c i rh t  r i l t rgc  o i  ( l . l  l l . - l  g .
i  r r i l r r n  t , , , l i s r r r r : : r r i s l r  l r L . r r r L . r . l , l i t i . , . , t r  g r , , 1 1 , . , i ,
l l l (  l r : r \ t \  , r l  $ ( . t L ' l l t  I t i r \  l ' . . t l r t '  t i . , L r l t , , t  , , i i ^ i , r "
I ' e l \ ^ ! ' (  | |  I ' , ( i r l  j I t , l  n t i r r i l l  I ' r r ' , 1 .  A 1 . , , .  1 , , . t . : r r r : . .
thc  s r lvc lc \cs  wcfc  l ccd ing  l t s  t l l c ) , t r i l \ , c l l c r l .  cac l r
conor t .  l l ta \  havc  c ( )n ta jncd  prc  i rn r i  Pos t_ lc t lin t l i v idur r l s

European Gotdfinch ( urdualis r.ru.rlrclir. A flock( ) l  t l l ) ( )u t  60  b i rc ls  was sccn  d i l i l i -  I rc l r r  I l t c  c ( )n t_
l lound on  Dca l .  Much o l  thc  tuss{ )ck  gnrss l l rn t l  i s
i r r l cs tc t l  rv i th  th is l l cs  on  wh ich  thc  

'go l r i l i nc i tcs

u ( r (  l ( ( ( l i D ! . .  V i u r ' : r r i , ,  1 , , l l l ( .  i . l . ,  r l  l  , r \  , , r i . U l
l l l  u  r r l l U r .  \ \ l t c t )  D U  l l , r ' t \  i r r r ' t t . : r s r , , l r . : r t t t : r t t t . . r l l t .
A  . i n t r l l r r  i n e t . l ' r , .  u l r .  , r l s , ,  r r , , r t t l  ; r l  \ \  r l . r , l i r
Pron to l t t ( ) r ) .  T l tosc  car rgh t  l r l  Dea l  wc iqhcc l
15 .9 t  I . . s .1  g  (  13 .9-19 . { ) .  n :=8) .  o l  $ .h ich  f iu "  i : c ic
rncasurcd :  hcac ls  l i i .0  n tm (2( r .5  19 . i j ) .  rv ings  75 .0
rnm(73 76) .  ta i l s  -18 .S nrnr  (J ( r  5 ( r ) .  ra r .s i  i3 .7  n rnr
( l l . . l  l l . - , .  W r r r t r ' r  l l , , r k r r r !  i r  r l ) i .  \ 1 , . . ( . 1 ( . \  i \  \ ( l l
h n , ' $ t r  l r l r t  l h r r  i r  t l r t  t i r s t . . , , 1 , l \ r 1 1 , . . .  t l r r , r  i r  r r r . r r
r  t l s .  B : r . s  \ r r . r i t .

Greenlinch C t r d u d i s r./r1orl.r. Scvcr lr I i  nclivicluals
and smi i l l  f locks  u  c re  no tc ( l  on  Dc i l l  in  March .
pilrt icularly on Erith \\ 'hcre thcv roftrgcc antorrg
scarvcccl. ' fhcir 

aLrsclrcc. lt lcasi clur.ing summer:.
suggcs ls  novcmcnt  l l c ross  a t  Icas l  p l t r t  o l
B ; i . ' ,  

: ' j  l l ,  
fh , ' r t  . , , , , r , , '  uu ig l rc r t  l :  

- .  
I  l l  I

t _ , 1 . . \ - .  u .  n  L l  u t l l t  I l | ( . i l \ l | | . \ .  t a  t \ :  l ] ( . . t \ l \
32. i j t0 . .12  mm (12 .3-33 .1 .  n=( r ) .  u , i lgs  37 .0+1. .1
n n t  ( 8 5  9 0 .  n = ( r ) .  l l i l s . 5 J . 7  r r r m  ( 5 i . 5 9 .  n : l ) .
t a r s i , l 7 . 0  n m  ( 1 6 . + 1 7 . 2 .  n = - 5 ) .  T h c  a p p u r . e  n t l r
rcgu la r  se i rson l r l  occur rcncc  on  Dc l i l  i s  thc
l r rs t  

, su-gScs t ion  t l l i t t  th is  spcc ics  lna \  undcr l i t k ( j
regutar  movemcnts  ln  AL ls t r i t l i i l  (B l l kc rs  c t  r r / .
I 9lJ:l ).



House Sparrow Pusser domesticus. They arc
rcsidcnt at Dcal which has bccn repeirtedly
recolonizcd after tcmporarv eradication. The
lhrcc  c i [ rgh t  wc ighed 30 . ,1  g  (28 .7  31 .9)  w i th
measurcncnts :  heads  32 . '1  n ]m (31 .9  33 . l  ) .  w ings
7,9 .3  n rnr  (7G-80) .  ta i l s  -56 .7  r rn  ( -51  6 l ) .  and ta r i i
18 . .1  n rnr  (16 .6  19 .5) .  A t  Wi lson 's  Promontorv
' ,n (  i r l f i r i l r r r l  r rn  l - l  Fc l r ru i r r )  l rn r l  n , r  m( , re  lh ; rn
two | t  a  t imc have appcared a t  o ther  t incs  o f  the
1-car .  Nonc h |vc  s taved morc  than two hours .
Gcncrally I Iousc Sparrows arc considered to have
lirl lowcd hunan settlcncnt. but records of brecd-
itrg awuy fron humans lravc bccn made at Goose
Is l r rnc l  on  Bass  St ra i t  and numcrous  s i tes  on  the
rna in lanc l  (Hobbs i95 lJ ) .

Common Starling.Sarrrirs lalgnris. As with the
[[ousc Sparlorv. Starlings havc rcpeatedly re-
cokrnizcd Dcal whcrc thcv itre no\\,residcnt. C)nc
r ' r r t t , . : l r l  rv t i r :hed " ( )  7  F  ( i l , ru l r \ , r l  r rP  to  f i vc  were
sccn spoftrclicallv at Wilson s Promonk)rv through-
out  au tu [ ln  bu t  ncvcr  s taycd longcr  th rn  th rcc
t lays .  B lakcrs  c l  a1 .  (198:1)  suggcs tcd  inovcment
acRrss Bass Strl l i t bul no evitlcncc for it was pro-
viclccl by this stucly.

Dusky Woodswallow Artonuts cyartopteru.s. C)nc
flock wts present al Dcal during ,l 6 Mav. This
corrcsponds \\, ith an obscryation in south-castcrn
Tasmania ol l locks mi!{rating north in carly to
mi t l -Apr i l  (Mo l l i son  1962)  o r  l cav ing  Devonpor t
as  car lV  as  3 l  March  (Dove 193 '1 ) ,  suggest ing
lc isurc lv  p rogrcss  a long thc  cas tern  is lands .

Forest Raven ('orrus tu'manicLts. Prcscnt on Deal
in autumn but l locks lrave been seen flying south-
cnst ircross thc sca towards Flindcrs Island ancl
disnppcaring without any sign that they intended
to  tu rn  back .  S imi la r ly .  a t  Wi lson 's  Promontory ,
small p{rtics havc bcen sccn flying hwards
Rotlondo lsland but may havc gonc furthcr. The
n i l in land popu la t ions  o f  the  southern  subspec ies
ol thc Forcst Rilvcn i lt Wilson's Promontory,
thc Otways and south-cast South Australia arc
generally considered remnants lrom the last ice
agc  w l rcn  Tasmania  was l inkcd  to  thc  main land.
Thesc observations suggest that the population
r t  Wi lson 's  Pron lon tor ) ' .  a t  leas t .  m y  no t  be
gcnc t ica l l y  i so la tcd  l rom tha t  in  Tasnran ia .
Fur thcr  south .  Forcs t  Ravens havc  becn seen
l ly ing  f ro rn  Swan ls la rd .  nor th -eus t  o f  Tasmania .
to Clark.^ Island in thc Furncarux Group (Field, in
prcss) .
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Suitabilitv o.f sites lbr studv of AustraktTusmaniun
tnlgrullOn

While Deal lslancl is wcll placed for observing
migration through north-cast Bass Strait, being
scparated from both nrain land masses. it sutlcrs
scvcral disadvantages fbr dctccting chaDgcs in
nunrbers o[ passerines. Bcing a largc wOocled
island any birds that sk)p can clo so surreptit iously.
and many of thc resident birds are the saDtc
species as thosc that migratc. Although thc
southernmost of thc islancls in thc Kcnt Group.
the southcrn flank of the island whcrc birds would
first i lrr ivc is stccp and clcnscly woodccl and has
no pronrincnt southeln point towards which
migratory birds would oricntirtc. Thc Light-
station itsclf is 3(X) m above sea levcl anrl, unlikc
at Wilson's Promontory or most other l ight-
houscs. docs not lppci[ to attract travell ing
bircls or cause many bird fatalit ies. . lust to
the  nor th  o f  Dea l  Is land is  Er i th  l s land.  so  cvcn
i f  a  b i rd  i s  sccn  lcav ing  Dea l  there  is  no  proo l
tha t  i t  i s  f l y ing  bcyonc l  Er i th .  Ncvcr thc less
lar.gc nurnbcrs of Grcy Fantails, Flarr.rc Robins
and Silvcrcvcs can bc czrught and somc of thc
largcr non-passcrincs anci grassland spccics arc
casily otrserved. Systematic estimates of bird
clcnsity could reveal much about thc tinring of
mrgrilt lon.

l 'hc point on whiclr thc Liglrtstatiolr at Wilson's
Promontory is situatcd is in many ways cquivalent
to  a  smal l  woodcd is land and.  as  such,  can p lay
the salne role in tlre study of miEiration as places
such as  He l igo land and Fa i r  I s lc  in  thc  Pa lcarc t i c
or  Booby Is land in  thc  Aus t r^ l ian  t rop ics .
Situated d|'te north of central 

' I 'asmania, 
it protr-

ably receives wayward migrants travcll ing up thc
island chains at both thc wcstcrn ?rnd castcrn cnds
()1 the Strait. However. it also rcccivcs rcgular
influxes of mainland birds involved in movements
of unknown length, and species oI honeyeater
never rccerdcd in Tasmania havc bccn secn llying
out to Rodondo just oftshore, with which there
must bc somc avian tlaffic. The continuing
ebservations wil l provicle more intbrmation
on the  t im ing  o f  b i rd  movcmcnts  bu t  on ly
dctailcd morphonlctric anall/sis of capturcd
birds or immunophorctic sanrpling wil l bc ablc to
scparatc birds of mainland origin from those from
'I'aslnania.
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BOOK REVIEW

The tscginner 's  cuide to Austra l ian Birds.  R.  Balmford.  i r90.
Pcng(r in Book\ .  2ar i i  pf .  r rp gAl2 99.

,  
T I  \  1 , , , , k  r \  l h .  n .  \  r . \ r * J  . J i r r . , | | , r  R , , \ r  r n j \

I t : , l  r l . , r , l .  I r , l r , l .  I  , . , j r ) r . r t  : , h , ,  l  \ r r . r I l , l i . r  B r r J s  u h r i i
$ . , \  " I | f  r , , l l \  f ' r l ' l r . l r ( ( l  r  t  , ^ r r  f h (  . . , t ! .  \ (  , , 1  r l r f  I , 1 , , , ^
is  to providc l t  s in l lc  rc l i rcncc for  a.new brrd walcher to
scck.  c lc i t r  lnd concisc in lornat ion on al l  aspccts of  b i r r l
wir lchrng i rnd lo l .ov idc ln ins i . {h l  jn lo thc morc i tdvrnccLl
l rc ls  ot  orni (hol( )gy that  h is/hcr  ncw found inrcrest  ma!

Thc t i rs l  s ix  chaprers dcal  lv i th rhc basics of  b i la l  watching,
\uch as *hcrc i rnct  whcr lo l (x)k l r  b i rds.  choosing binoculais
. t t  , l  ' r c l . J  . . : r r r . l . .  l ' l . , n n  r f  h . t . t  , , u t r n f . .  r i r . , t  r , l . n r r n c : , t r i i r ,
. , | I r  q l , , . l  r , ,  r . , ,  r , l .  l t r ( . .  . , r L  r .  , , s < . t  h \  c \ p l : , n J l r . ) n \  o l
thc tccJrniqLrcs used in t ic t r t  s ludics rnd nos,rhc readcf
r l lgbl  bccomc rnvolved in rcscarch such r \  ccnsusirg ard
birndins.  lvr i l ing up rhc rcsul1\  of  rcsearcn and prcsc t rDg
tr lks.  The l : rsr  lcw chaptcrs br ien!  d iscuss the c lassihcar io i
and amr g of  b i rds avi . rn evolut io l r  i |nd fossi ls .  Appcndiccs

l isr  thc namc\ and lddrcsscs ol  rc lcvarrL organrzarrons ancl
rurhor i t ics mcnl ioncd in rhc rcr l  ( rhc ABSA i ;d ( i r1r i {  $erc

]r"" , , . "9.1 
,1, '  nulncrous occasr()nt  t lnd.  r i  l l r l . .  Roscrnaf ! .

na\  provtdcd a corrprehcnsivc l is t  of  rcfcrcnccs l i ) r  fur thcr
rcrd 'ng.  fhcsc l rc r  Lrngcd undcr b! ic l t  \ubhcld inss ro
i issrs l  thc readcr who wishcs n)  fur lhcr  cx l l ( ) re an arca of
part lcul i l r  in tcrcsl .

_ l  d(nr ' t  bc l ievc lh l t  I  i rn a bcl i  ner.  ln( t  haLl  I  n()1 bccn
rskcct  to rcv icw th is book I  doubt lhat  I  $ould havc evcr
pickcd i l  up in a hook shop. There rrc pr{)brbl } ,  mar}  othcr
nrur teur omirhologistr  and bi rd r , , , l rchcrs who *uul . f  " t " ,
ignorc thc book bccausc ol  *bat  I  bc l icvc rs i rn unio uDalc
r . , D x  -  t h . , , n r i  : r .  r i t t (  n r : , \  t , . , ! {  \ . r .  t , ( r r , . r .  I  t , , J n . t  r h (' r n . k  r \ '  l \  r , \ t  i r r r r c . r r r r r . , , r , r  r t , ,  n , l r \ ! . . , n , i  I  m  g l . r , l r l r : r r
l ) . 1 .  . , . 1 ' c , l  r , ,  r L  \  r c $  i | '  I  t r , .  B L  ! . r n I ( r  .  L , u r . t , .  r . ,  A u . . r  , t r . ,
l l r r , l .  r r ' \ l  J : r n . r \ l \  u ( ( u t 1 r q .  J  \ ( . r \  . n ( . r . r l  n r . h c  i r )  t l r .  \ I \ r -
r J l r : r I |  , ,  r l r , , l , , . t i ( ' j r l  t r t L  r . r r L r L  , , I , t  I  . , ,  t j I r  I . i  . t  r . . c \ ( r \ 1 r n L
u r l l r . I r  r r .  r ( \ r  i  h i r . l .
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