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Gulch Island, Archipelago of the Recherche,
Western Australia

Location: 34'02'S, 123'14'E; 9 kilometres east-
south-east of Cape Arid. Western Australia.

Status: Class A Reservc vested in the Western
Australian Wildlifc Authority.

Description: 100 ha; 2 km long by up to 750 m at
the widest part and rising to 14 m high. It is a
gr rn i te  i s l rnd  u i t l t  smul l  rock)  uu tc rops  in rc r -
spcrsed among thc vegetation. Acacia rostell iJera,
Hakeq clavata, Albizia lophantha and Myoporum
insukrre grow around the granite outcrops; Poc
sp., Carpobrotus sp. and Olearia axillaris occur in
sandy areas. Other plants include Threlkeldi.t
diffusa, Leucopogon obovatus, Dianella revoluta,
Gonocarpus scordioides, Senecio lautus, Pelar-
gonium austrqle, Enchylaena tomentosa and
Muehlenbeckia sp.

Landing: Onto rocks and sand in the gulch near
the south-western end.

Ornitholo€ical History: The early ornithological
history ofthe island is rather vague. Serventy and
Whittellr l ist Ftesh-footed Shearwaters, pallnas
carncipes as breeding but the original source of
this data cannot bc traced. R. E. Johnstonc
visited the island for two hours on 28 March,
198,1 .  Johns tone.  L .  A .  Smi th ,  N.  I .  K lo rnp ,  M.
Burkc  and A.  Byrne  spcnt  lwo hour :  lhc re  un  9
Dccembcr .  19 t i7 .

Breeding Seabirds and Status

PuJfirrus tenuirostrl.r Short-tailcd Shcarwater -
About  2  000 pa i rs  b rced on  the  is land.  Most
l l U l l ( ' w \  l r e  l l t  p l i t \ \ \  i t r ( . ; l \  a l o n g  l h c  . o u l h _
c ls te rn  \ t ( l ( .  u  l te rc  2 ( l  hu l rows were  eountcd  in  r rn
area  I0  m squarc .  In  Deccnber .  s ix  bur rows wcre
cxanrined. Four containcd single adults incubating

an egg) onc contained an adult on an empty nest,
and one was empty. In March. burrows contained
downy young.

Puffinus assimilis Littlc Shearwater - Fifiy to 100
pairs breed on the island. Most burrows are in
small sandy areas with mats of Carpobrotus near
the south-westcrn end. In March birds lrad just
begun to rcnovate their burrows.

(  e re , ' , . t i r  n t ,v t , .ho l lan , I ia r '  C i tp t  Bar ren  G, ' r r .c
St re r r l  p l r i rs  p ro l , i rb iy  h reer l  on  rhe  is l ; r r r r l .  Seven
wcre present in Mirlch ancl 12 in Deccntber.
Droppings and teathcrs (including brownish
teathcrs of young birds) wcrc fbund all ovcr the
is land.
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Factors Affecting Status

Fcw people visit the island and there was no
evidence of human interference. Six Australian
Ravens Cbrvas coronoides were present during
the December visit and no doubt take eggs and
nestlings of breeding seabirds. White-breasted
Sea-Eagles Hqliqeetus leucogaster nest near the
south-western end of the island. They undoubtedly
would take some breeding seabirds and nestl ings.

OTHER VERTEBRATES

One gecko PhyllodactyLus marrnoratus, three
skinks, Egernia kingii, E. napoleonis al,d
Ctenotus labillartlleri and one snake NolecftIs
coronatus wete recorded.

Other Seabirds Recorded

Haematopwfuliginosur SoolyOyslercatchcr
t,arut pacifcus Pacilic Gull
Hydroprogn. caspid Caspian Tern

c Gulch Islarul - Iooking north over the landing bay.
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