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December five nests wcrc found: thcy contained
- a single adult; an adult on two cggs; two cggs
(one fresh and one addled); a downy chick; and
a chick about six wceks old.

Puffinus tenuirostlls Short-tailed Shearwatcr -
About 8 000 pairs breed on thc island. Most
burrows are in sandy areas with Spinifex hirsutus,
Lobelia aluta and Pr.ra sp. Near thc northern end
of the island 34 burrows werc counted in an arca
10 m square. In December. 15 burrows werc
cxamincd.  S ix  conta ined an  adu l t  incubat ing  an
egg, five contained single adults on cmpty nasts.
one containcd an cgg and thrce werc impty. In
March burrows contained downy young (wcights
of two chicks were 520 g and 86i) g). 
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SEABIRD ISLANDS

Wickham lsland, Archipelago of the Recherche,
Western Australia

Locat ion :  3 .1"01 'S .  t23 '17 'E :  13  k i lomct res  eas t  o f
Cape Ar id .  Wcstern  Aus t ra l ia .

Status: Class A Reserve vestcd in the Western
Australian Wildlife Authority.

Other Name: Stanley Island (formerly).

Description: 40 ha: I 100 m long by 600 m wide
ancl l-5 m high near thc southern end. It is a l iat
sandy islanci with a few small areas of low exposcd
granite and a granitc fringe. A sandy beach on
the north-wcstern side is backed by a low dunc
systcm vcgetated wtth Spinifex hirsutus, Nitrari.l
hillurdicrei. Olearia axilhris trrl.J Myop<trum
insulare. Tltere are two small. densc patches of
Nitraria (1.5 m high) near the northern end.
C)ther plants rccorded werc Pelargonium australe,
(l u lo t e p lut I us brc w ni i, T h re I ke ld i u d iff usa, Fran-
kertia tetrupetola, Lobelia al e, Enchvlacna
Iomenlosd. Spontbolus virginictts, Pr>1r sp. and
(larpoltrotus sp.

Landing: Onto the sandv beach on the north-
wcs tern  s idc .

Ornithological History: The early ornithological
history of the island is rather vague. Fairbridge
and Scrventyr mcntioned that muttonbirds occ;r
on the island, and Seryenty and Whittell2 l ist
Flesh-looted Shearwaters as breeding there; how-
cver the prime source of the latter record cannot
bc traced. R. E. Johnstone visited the island for
3 .5  hours  on  28  March ,  19U4.  Johns tone,  L .  A .
Smi th .  S .  Smi th ,  N.  I .  K lomp,  M.  Burke  and A.
Byrnc  v is i ted  fo r  5  hours  on  9 l )ecember ,  1987.

Breeding Seabirds and Status

Eudypnrlo minor Litt le Pcnguin - About 10 pairs
brecd on thc island. Most ncsts are under grinitc
s labs  on  the  south-wcs tc rn  and eas tc rn  s idcs .  ln
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R. E. Johnstone et al. :W ickham lsland Core la l4(4)

(.ereopsis novuchollundiue Capc Batrcn Cioosc -
Thirty wcre present in March and 23 in Dcccmbcr
including l ivc spccklcd iIrrmaturcs, sorl c sti l l
unablc to fly. Droppings antl tcathcrs wer-e tbund
throughout  thc  i s land.  Es t i rna tcd  5-10  breec l ing
pa l rs .

Laru.s ltut if ic'tts Pacific Gull - In Dcccmbcr, I I
adults wcrc obscrvetl and a nest with onc ncwly
hatchcd ch ick  was found on  barc  g ran i tc  on  thc
north-western side of the island. In March. 26
adu l ts  und 13  in tna turcs  wcrc  a t t rac tcd  to  dcad
Shoft-tailcd Slrcaru'atcr chicks.

Ilt 'droprognc ca.?la Claspii ln Tern Scvcral
pa i rs  p robab ly  b reed on  the  is land.  (Jne  adu l t  was
prcscnt  in  March  and l2  in  f )cccmbcr  inc luc l ing
two pairs that werc attacking Pacific Gulls and
d ive-bombing  observers .

Factors Affecting Status

Fcu 'pcop lc  v is i t  thc  i s lanc l  a ld  therc  i s  no
cvidcncc of hurnun intcrfcrcncc. Twcnty-four
Austlir l ian ILavens Cr.rrrrrs coronoidc.s wcre
present in March anci tu() in Dcccnrbcr. Judging
f ronr  thc i r  t racks .  Ravcns  venturc  in to  bur rows o l
Short-tri lcd Shcar$'atcis to stcal cggs ancl cirag
vou l rg  to  thc  sur lacc .

OTHER VF]RI 'EBRA fES

In Nli irch. 26 Australian Scu I-iorrs Naopltoctt
t irr?r'r,4 comprising two bulls. 20 cows and firur
ycur l ings  u ,c lc  p resent ;  in  Dcccmbct .  2 .1  wcre
obscrvccl inclucling four bulls. l l  cows anci ltrur

pups. Thrcc spccies of skink Egerniu nupoleonis,
Hcntiargis perortii t\t<l Lcristu Lnicrotis \\ere
col lecte d.

Other Seabirds Recorded

Ltu(o(u )o lusLtsNts
I Iau1eloI s Iuligitn!tL\

Lilack lacc(lShag
Sooty L)!stcrci lrchcr
C rcslcd Tcrn

Banding

N i t .
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