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Thc combinatiorr of cstablished. rclatively con-
{ l r r t l  l l i gh l  p i r ths  i  td  t l i s ; r1 .1s ;11  ,11  . r .ed  hy  Pr ( t1
(  u f r i r \ \ . r n g s  r e s u l t *  i n  r r  c o l ) l i n  i r l  r i r i n , r l  5 c c d ,  i n
thc forrn of regurgitatcd pellets, during thc wintcr
over ASF and ncarbf areas. As the distribution
and abundancc of 'cscaped' ornantcntal antl
hcdgc plants increase, thc wintcr food resources
also lncrcasc. ancl in turn mav support an
i t t c rc r r .cd  P ie  d  Cur r l rwong p{ rpu l t t i ( rn  {Mr r lvanc l
l \ tah) .  P t r . t . : t  hn  rpp .  , ' r i  th i  rn r r jo r  w in rc r  l i ro f l
tor Picd Currawongs in Armidalc and as such
their sccds arc widcly dispcrsed in and around
Arnrii lale. O. mottoglnu shrubs oftcn keep thcir
l ru i t  un t i l  summcr  anc l  do  no t  p rov idc  a  rna jo r
portion of I ' iccl (lurrawong winter diet in
Arrridalc. but nray bc an inlportant food rcscrve
for harsh \\ ' inters and suddcn cold pcriods in
spring. Fruits of othcr woocly species are ingcsted
to i l lesscr cxtent but mav bccomc mrtrc signil i-
c i ln t  in  thc  fu tu rc .
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A.  K.  MofrA.  Corontal  nest ing ol  Slr id led Herons

Cote a 14\1):27 2A

COLONIAL NESTING OF
STRIATED HERONS AT TUGGERAH,

NEW SOUTH WALES

Standard reference tcxts state that thc Striatecl
l leron Butorit les .ttr iutus (2\') normally ncsts
sOl i ta r i l y  bu t  occas iona l l y  co lon ia l l y  (Hancock
and Kush lan  198,1) :  (b )  ncs ts  so l i ta r i l y  in  rnan-
grovcs but givcs onc rccord of colonial ncsting at
Port Essington. Northcrn l 'erritory (Blakers cl a1.
19E4) l  (c )  nes ts  (so l i ta r i l y )  in  mangroves  or
similar leafy covcr 3-9 nr abovc $'atcr (Pizzcv
l ( ) R { ) ) :  ( d )  r r , s t  ( : . , ' l i t r r r i l l  I  i n  I i ' r k  i r r  m i r n g r o \ ( . r ) r
o thcr  swanp t rccs  up  t ( )  i0  m (Macdona ld  1973) :
and (c )  ncs t  so l i ta r i l y  in  mangrovcs  (S I i r t c r  c r  a1 .
19136). Thcrcforc 2rn apparent succcssful colonial
ncs t ing  a t tempt  a t  Ch i t taway Po in t ,  Tuggc lah
[-akcs. on thc Ncw South Wales Ccntral (i)ast,
war ran ts  fu r thcr  dc ta i l s .

The Ch i t taway Po in t  (33"20 'S . .  151"05 'E ' .  )  ncs t -
ing sitc wirs located in Swamp oak Allocasuarina
g/aaca swanp folcst, which has an undcrstrtrcy of
thc Common Reed Phragnitcs aa.rr,"d/ls. Excepl
for thc drv pcriod during Octobcr l9il i l  vcry
shallow watcr has been present in thc swamp
most of thc tinrc the colony has bccn under
observation. Thc wetlancl is locatcd on the
northern bank of Ourimbah Creek. forming part
of the delta of the creek wherc it cnters Tuggerah
I-akes. The three nests in thc colony were located
among ninc Litt lc Egret Egrdto gdzette nests,
thc lattcr breeding colony having been located
here  s ince  1982 (L indsey  1985) .  A I I  S t r ia ted
Heron and Litt lc Egret nests wcrc locatcd in
Swamp-oaks. even though onc Grey Mangrove
Avicennia murina and several Norfolk Island
White Oak Lagunaria patersonia were in close
v ic in i ty .

Thc thrcc Striated Heron ncsts wcrc feund over
a thrcc month period, btrt this was because
colonial ncsting was not expected so no special
effort was madc to scarch for nests. Dctails of
each nest arc as follows:

Ner/ A; Located I November 1988 3.4 m above
ground. against and under a bend in the main
trunk. Nest platform consistcd cntircly of Swamp-
()ak twigs and measured 33 x 18 cm, depth of cup
4 cm, total depth of platfornr l9 cm.



()nc largc youtg locatcd J m awav o|r I
N , r r t l l t l r r ' r  l ( r \ \  i | | t J  l t p  t , r . 1 0  t ) t  i l \ \ ' i t \  i l  t ( . w  r l i r ) \
l i l l e r .  l l t c s \ '  l . l \ .  , ' l  l , ' u r \ ( .  l r : r r e  l r . . r . n  J j l l c r , . r r l
birt ls.

Nc.rl IJ: Locatccl l9 Dcccmbcr lgll lJ 2. I m abovc
groLu ld .  i lg i l ins t  s ide  o f  t rcc  on  hor izon ta l  b ranch.
Ncs t  p la t l i r rm was i l i sh -s l rapc i l .  J l  cm c l ia r l c tc r .
nc.st cup 2.1 cnr clccp and k)tal clcpth of platl i)rnr
l i . -5  cn .  Ncs t  cons is tcd  cn t i rc ly  o l  sw imp-oak
tw lgs .

Onc downv voung and two e tgs  on  l9
Dcccrnbcr  l9 i l8 :  t l l r cc  voung bandcd 26
Dcccrntrcr l9E3: voung up t(; 3 nr awav trorn ncst
i . l : r t t t t : r r r  l r ) \ r r .  r n ( l  . , n  l 7  l i  l  . l r \  i , r S , r  ) , ' t r r r l
cou ld  no l  be  loc i r tcd-  a l though adu l ts  wcrc  s t i l l
g iv inS ( l i s t rac l ion  ( l i sp l |vs .

N. , r I  ( :  Locu lcc l  l7  Junuar '1  1989 ( r . l J  m a tx rvc
gount l  on  hor izon t t r l  l i n r t t .  I  n r  ou1 l ron  mi t in
l runk  on  a  hor izo t r la l  b ranc l r  a r rd  madc l lo  t
S \anrp-o lk  tw igs .  Th is  rc \1  was n( ) t  i l s  subs lan t i i t l
irs thc othcr t$1) ancl $,i ls so prccarious that it
c ( )L l l ( l  t ) ( )1  be  nrcasr r rc r i -

Nes t  con t i l incd  1 \ \ 'o  voung.  cs t in l r tcc l  e ig l l t  days
o ld  ( )n  l7  Januar r '  191J9.  and twr ' l vc  c l i t vs  { ) l ( l  on
l0  . l i rnuu lv  l t )E t )  u 'hcn  thcv  wcrc  b r rnc le t l .  I lo th
younp clirrircrl up t() I m llwil! l()nr ncst \\,hcn
c l lp tu rc  \ \ ' i r i  a t tc l l lP tCd.  On l !  two cn lp t \  cggshc l l s
\ !c rc  loca tcd  f rc l ( )$ ,  1hc  ncs t .  con l i r rn ing  c lu tch
s izc  i rs  C/1 .  \ 'oung wcrc  l i t s t  loca tcd  nc i t r  t l l c  ncs l
on  l5  . l i rnu i r f \  I9 l l9  bu t  i rc lu l ts  wcrc  s t i l l  g iv in !
( l r \1nrc1 ion  ( l l s f l i t \ s  \ )n  l5  I -cbn l l t rv  l9 f l ( . )

Ihc  lh rcc  nc \ t \  \ \ ' c rc  loc i l t c ( l  in  l t  l t i i tng ic  $ i1h
s i ( i . s  , \B  6 l  n r .  l l (  61  nr  i r  ( l  ( - r \  S l  n r  Whi lc  r l rc
nrs l  cu l )s  c ( )Dt l l incd  Sn ' lLn t l t -o l rk  ncc( i l cs
i - l c i l \ c \ ) -  i l  \ \ u s  i c l i  t l L L l  l h c s c  h l ( l  n ( J l  l ) e c D
s l . .cc r l i c i r l l )  , . rsce l  l i r r  l i r ing .  n t l l l c r  th i l t  lhcy  h i l ( l
. l l .  '  t l r .  r r  r l t .  ,  , r r r . , .  . ' l  - r . r r l r

I l l n rock  l rn r l  Kus l r i l tn  i  193-1)  fccor (1  lh l r l  s ( ) l t1c
ncs t i r l {  ! t i )uPS (c ( ) t i r ) t r \  r ) ( ) t  s ta tcd)  lL t rc  l t cc r r
tcco lc lcc j  $ i lh  ncs t \  L i l )  t ( )  S  n l  l tpar l  i tn . l  t rcs l
i rc i { i t i s  l l r . rn r  0 . j  r r r  l ( l  m u l )ovc  groLr l t i .  l tn r l
s ( ) r l c l i r l c \  tn  i t ssoc i l i t io  \ \ i l h  o thc f  sPcc ics .  T I t i \
s r tL r l l  c r r lon t  i l t  ( 'h i l t l l \ \ ' i t \  I ) ( ) in l  con l i ) t  n ts  1o  l l l i r l
l ) i r t te rn  cxcc l ) t  thc  ncs ts  \ \ ' c rc  Dt r i ch  l i l r lhc f  upar t .

I  cons idcr  lh i i l  l i t c  ncs t ing  w l ts  a  co l ( )n ia l
l l c l i \ i1 \  i rD( l  Do l  l  co- inc identn l  g l l thc r ing  l i ) r  t l t c
l i r l l ou  in  g  tc l rsons :

A. K. Maris:Colontal nes|ng ol Str ated herons C o r e l l a  l 4 ( 1 )

' l ' hc rc  
l l c  n l i lnv  k i lomct rcs  o f  s im i la r  nes t ing

hub i t r t  round the  shores  o l  Tuggc lah  Lakcs
in  Ch i t tawav and Tuggerah Bav.  yc t  i r l l  ncs ls
werc  in  th is  snr i l l l  l oca l i t ) :

Ncs t  ( l  w i ts  a t  thc  c i l s lc rn  end o f  thc  cgrc t  rook-
er! l)cing l. l rn front the closcst L_itt lc Egret
ncs t .  wh i lc  ncs t  B  w i ls  a t  the  wcs tc rn  cnc l  o l
t l 'rc cgret colonv. being aboLtt 20 n't l lom an
cSrc t ' s  r l cs t .  Thc  cgrc ts  wcrc  d isp lay ing  in
thc  co lonv  be lo rc  thc  cnd o l  Sc l t t cmber  i lnd
no ( loL l l ) t  con t r ibu tcd  to  a t t rac t ing  thc
S l f ia tcd  Hcrons  k )  t l l c  s i t c .

No intclaction bctu'ccn irircls was obcrvccl but.
as  thc  ncs ts  wcrc  no t  f i tund  c lu r ing  thc  in i t ia l
v is i t s  to  thc  cg lc t  co lonv .  thc rc  w l ls  no  oppor -
t l rn i tV  1o  invcs t iga tc  th is  mat tc r .

Fro l r r  d i t t i t  l ) t ( ) \ ' i dcd  l )v  I lancock  an t l  Kush lan
( l9 i i -1 )  l i r r  thc  incu l ) i t t ion  pcr io t l  (21-25  r lays) .  anc l
l ' t i r sc t l  on  our  cxpcr icncc  o l  thc  l tg i l i$ 'o l  b i l c ls  o f
knorvn  l tgc .  cx l rap( ) l i l t cd  da l i r  sL tggcs t  th i t t  thc
th rcc  c lu tchcs  $c fc  conrp lc t ! 'd  appfox in l l l t c lv  2 ( )
Sc1 ' r tc rnbcr  I  98S.  l8  Novcmbcr  1983 lnd  l i l
Dcccmtrc t  I  931 i .  rcspcc t ivc l r ' .

Tltc only l irocl itcrn iclcnti l icd rlas l iruncl bckru'
n c s t  C ' o n  l 0 . l a n u u r !  l 9 f i 9 :  i r  l ) c s h l v  e x p i r c d
wlrolc younll Scrr NlLrl lct Mrrgil r cplulrts, \) clt i l
l e r t S l l r .  I l r . . ,  . r r r : r l l  . . l t , u ' l  n ) U I l L  t  i r r r  \ . . , t I l t  , , r \  l
w i l te  I  a rour ) ( l  thc  ( l c l t i r .
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