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A DfSPLAY OF THE SPANGLED DRONGO Dicrurus hottentottus
N .  W .  L O N G M O R E  a n d  R .  M .  S C O L I I - I - A R
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Bchaviour oi lcsscI knowlt Australian bircls is
o l tcn  bc t tc r  documcntcd  than tha t  o f  morc
comnron spcc ics .  ln  Br isbanc .  Or . rccns land,  thc
Spangfcrl Drrrngo 1)icnrruis hottentottt!s is co'n-
sidcrcd a krcal resident and also a cofiIuon
spcc ics .  I t s  n rovcments  a rc  gcncra l l y  rcgarded as
wc l l  known.  Rcadcr 's  D igcs t  (1986)  ind ica te  tha t
thc  spcc ics  i s  "nomat l i c  rnd  par t -n ig ra to ry  in  thc
cas t " .  say ing  th | t  the  b i rds  d isp lay  c losc  to  thc
ncst. and clcscribcd a pre-copulatory clisplay
pcr fo rmcd by  bo th  scxcs  ncar  thc  ncs t .

In Septenrber l9il8 a pair. accomp:rnied
occasionally by a third bird, constructed a
stardard suspcnded nest in an konbark Eucalyp
tus cl. petl iotlalo at Toowong. a western suburb
()1 Brisbanc. 

' l 'hc 
ncst site was at the cnd of a

branch sonrc l5 m above ground lcvcl. The birds
hati prcviously ncstcd in thc irnmcdiatc vicinity
lor irt least two ycars. Actual nest construction
was not observed. but zl ncst watched by one of
us  (NWL)  wh i lc  undcr  cons t ruc t ion  a t  Mount
Ncbo was bcing built by two adults. Wc did not

asccrtain whcthcr cggs wcre laid in the Toowong
ncs t  a l though one adu l t  was  seen s i t t ing  on  thc
ncst on a few Occasions. We also nolcd thc closc
attcndancc of som(] ncst prcdators. thc Picd
Butchcrbircl (.radi(u.r trigroguluti.s and Picd
Clurrawong SIrepera grucuIinu.

Wc r ra in la incc l  ( )bscrva l i ( )ns  ovcr  thc  ensu ing
two months  whcn i t  cou lc l  bc  an t ic ipa tcd  tha t .  i f
brccding had bccn succcssful, young bircls woulcl
bc visible eithcr being fed by their parents or near
the nest. On no occasion durirg the pcriod wcrc
young obscrvcd. This lpparcntly unsucccssful
nes t ing  a t tempt  was due in  a l l  p robab i l i t v  to
human intcrfcrcncc. Inrnrcdiatcly prior to ncst
construction. l imbs and lcavcs wcrc loppcd
cutting a swathc through thc local trees. presum-
ably to cnhancc tlrc vicw of a nurrl.rcr oi adjoining
apartmcnt units. 

' l 'his 
opcncd tl lc ncsl sitc to

potcn t ia l  p rcdat ion .

C)n 2tl Octobcr lgli l t. at 1745 hrs, a singlc bird
$/i!s hcrrd giving a distinctivc song, consisting of
five or six single notes uttered in series. After a
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br ic l  in tc r ludc .  thc  songs ter  appeared,  f l y ing  over
the roof of a ncighbouring cottage. It moved
above roo f  l cvc l  ( l ( l  l ; l  m)  in  a  westc r ly  d i rec t ion .
Both wings were raiscd about 45 dcgrees abovc
thc body, which was held almost vertically. The
fliglrt ceased its forward momentum, the wings
wcrc continucd to be hcld in an outstretched pos-
it ion abovc thc bod)'. which was now dropping
forward. With thc tail arched wcll over the body
and its head pointed earthwards. the bird com-
nrcnccd to drop vertically and with somc rapidity.
Thc call ing ceasccl when the bird was within 3 nr
ol thc ground. The bird then flew off with its
normal pattern of f l ight. After alighting in a
nearby trcc tirr less than it minutc, it f lew away.
Thc display appcarcd to last only a fcw seconds
r r n d  i l  w r r .  w i l h i n  l l l l l  r n  , ' f  i r s  n e s r i r r !  r r t t .

Banfielcl ( l9()8) brieflv dcscritred a sirnilar
display fl ight by a bird on Dunk Island, Ouccns-
land. His description has not bccD rcfcrrcd to,
nor havc sinri lar clisplays been reportcd by, other
observcrs. Thc Toowong l.rird continued display-
ing  f requcnt ly  un t i l  m id-Dcccmbcr  1988,  a f tc r
which we were both absent for two wccks. On
our rcturn in latc Decembcr the display fl ights
hatl ccascd. Each display was similar to thc dis-
play describcd abovc. We did n<tt confirm thc
numbcr  o f  ind iv idua ls  par t i c ipa t ing  in  thc  d isp lay .

There was no fixcd time for thc display fl ights,
which wcrc rccorded at any tirrc from 0430 hrs
until l7(X) hrs, cach lasting for only a fcw scconds.
Prc-fl ight t l isplays wcrc not observecl. Flights
wcrc rccordctl as frcqucntly as l0 minutes apart
or at intcrvals of sevcral hours although thcsc can
not be considcrcd as exact intcrvals as other
l i igh ts  mi ly  havc  bccn undcr takcn w i thout  bc ing
observcd. Scvcral of the fl ights occurrcd whcn thc
bircl travellcd in a westerly or south-wcstcrly
ciircction: fewcr wcrc sccn being nradc in south-
c r lv  o r  sou th- rvcs tc r ly  d i rcc t ions .

D isp lav  l l i gh ts  fo r  o thcr  spec ies  arc  o f tcn  wc l l
docunrentcd .  Scvcra l  Aus t ra l ian  passcr incs .  such
lrs somc honcvcatcr-s (Bolcs ancl Longrrorc 1985).
i l l l s t ra tc  th is  behuv iour .  Thcsc  honeveater  t l i s -
p lavs  or  tc r r i to r ia l  f l i gh ts  a re  regu la r ly  r i s ing  and
o l ten  ussoc ia tcd  \ ! i t i r  song.  A f te r  pcak ing .  the
bircl clrops back into covcr. Similarly docurnentccl
i s  thc  d is t inc l  r i sc  anc l  Ia l l .  w i thout  ca l l s .  o f  so i rc
p i tcons .  c .g . .  Spot tcd  

- lu r t le  
Dovc  St rcp tope l iu

t lt i ttutsi.s ancl Birr-shoulcicrccl Dovc Cerpclla
hr lncru l i s  (McGi l l  l96 l t :  F r i th  1982) .

N. W. Longmorc & R. M. Sco.//ar: Display of Spangled DronOo 1 6 1

The long tail of the drongo has probably
dcvcloped primarily for manoeuvrabil ity but is
used fbr display. The aerobatics of thc trird while
capturing food in fl ight and the switching of thc
tail while at rest ale most noticeable to thc casual
obscrver. Asian subspecies ol thc Spangled
Drongo are oficn rccorded as riding on thc backs
of cattlc, using them as sallying points whcn pur-
suing insccts. This activity lras as yct not been
recorded for Australian birds. tn the display
dcscribed here, the tail is uscd to etTect along with
the wings and accornpanying vocalizations.

Wc wish to acknowlcdgc the assistancc ancl
suggestions tbl inlprovcmcnt givcn try S. Van
Dyck .
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DATA EXCHANGE
UNUSUAL IRIS COLOUR IN

WHITE-CHEEKED HONEYEATER

' l 'hc 
iris colour of thc Whitc-chcckcd Honcy

ezrter Phylid<tnlris ri lgrc is dcscribcd us bcing dark
brown or  b lack ish-b lown a t  a l l  ages .

On l6  August  1989.  wh i lc  l )aDd ing  r t  Mooncc .
ncar  Cof l . s  Harbour .  New South  Walcs .  w i th
( i .  P .  ( l lancy .  l5  o f  these b i rc ls  rverc  cuught .
inc lu t l ing  a  juvcn i le  an t l  scve  ml  in rn l r tu rc  ( l i r s t
y-.cirr) l.t irris. Thc iris colour of t)nc adult was note d
as  fo l lows:  in r rc r  i r i s  tn id  b r ( )wn ln rL tch  pa le r
than thc  usua l  co lour ) :  ou ter  i r i s  l igh t  b lown
1 l t  l i gh t  l i r$ 'n  i r t  thc  ou tc r  edge.

I  have bandec i  somc I  l (X)  o l  thcsc  b i r t i s  in  ovcr
30  ycars .  anc i  th is  i s  thc  l i r s t  occas ion  such i l  var i l -
l i on  has  bccn no tcd-
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