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SHORT CONTRIBUTION

A RECORD OF FIRST-YEAR DISPERSAL
FOR A BLACK NODDY Anous minutus

Thc Black Nodcly ,4noa.r minutus is widcly dis-
tributcd throughout the tropics of thc Pacitic and
At lan t ic  Occans (Har r ison  1983) .  Aus t ra l ian
breeding colonics occur off thc Ouccnsland coast
betwccn Torrcs Strait and the Capricorn-Bunkcr
Group a t  thc  southcrn  cx t remi ty  o f  the  Great
Barricr Rccf. and in thc Coral Sea (Servcnty ?/
41. 1971. Blakcrs et al. 1984).

On thc Capricorn-Bunkcr islands. brccding
takcs place between Octobcr and early March.
Ashmole  (1962)  and Cu l lcn  and Ashmolc  (1963)
havc dcscribed in detail thc rcproductivc biology
tbr Ascension Island noddies but no cquivalcnt
brccding data are availablc for any Pacific Occan
loca t ion .

The Black Noddy has been considcrcd to be a
prcdominantly sedentary spccies feeding within a
30 km rad ius  o l  i s land roos ts  (Servcn tycr r i / .  1971.
I Iu lsman 1977) .  l lowever ,  McClurc  (197.1)  has
rccorded thc migration of a bircl a)40 km to the
wcst  o f  where  i t  was  brndcd in  the  Hawai ian
ls lands .

Hcron Is land (23 '26 'S . ,  151"5-5 'E . )  i s  s i t r . ra tcd
in  the  C 'ap l i corn- [Junkcr  Group o f  i s la lds  and
was inhabited by an cstimatcd lJ7 (XX) adult t l lack
Nodd ics  dur ing  thc  1983-84 summcr  breed ing
season (Hu lsman,  pers .  cor rn . ) .  ln  February
l9 lJ -5 ,  133 adu l ts  z rnd  75  juven i l cs  wcrc  b i rnded a t
th rcc  s tudy  s i tcs  (conpr is ing  1 l  t rees) .  Ncs ts  o f
banded b i rc ls  were  n ta rkcc l  to  de terminc  s i te
u t tachmcnt  in  subsequcnt  ncs t ing  seasons.

On 19 May l9U-5 .  onc  o l  thcsc  banded juvcn i les
was s igh tcd  on  Michac l rnas  Cay (1 f f35 'S . ,
146 '02 'E . ) .976 km f rom the  brccd ing  s i rc ,  320
dcgrees to thc north (advicc from thc Australian
I l i rd  and Bat  Band ing  Schcncs) .  Th is  b i r i l  was
bandcd as a pullus betwccn 6 and 9 Fcbruary
1985, with a red clarvic band on irs lcft lcg ancl a
meta l  band on  i t s  r igh t  l cg .  I t  cou ld  no t  l tave  been
o ldcr  than 21  weeks  a t  thc  t imc i t  was  s igh tcd .
Thc bird was not cilptured. conscqucntly precisc
details relating to that bird cannot bc provided.
Four or f ivc other juvenile Black Nodil ies were
prcsent at thc time of sighting (.1. McKean, pcrs.
c o m m . ) .
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. ,  M i r l r . r . . l r r r l r .  (  . r \  r \  i r  m : r i , t r  I ' r r  r t l i n g  i , l l r r r r J  l o r
\ , r ' t ;  1 . ' , , .  . \ t ,  r t t r t  . l i t t t  t t t t t  i l n ( l  B r i , $ - n  \ , , ( l ( l i ( . \
Ateu.\ stolidu.\. The'rc arc no trccs or snrubs on
thc  is land.  and i t  i s  thus  cons idcred  an  un lavour_
ab lc  roos t ing  s i tc  fo r  la rgc  numbers  o f  B luck
N , , t l r l i q s  f l r e  n r ( \ r n ( . 1  ( ) t  ; i j r r v t . r r i l c  B l , r r k  N , r t l , l v
r l  l l t i \  l , , C . l l i , ,  p r r , l r i r h l \  c i ,  : l i l l t t L . \  . l  t \ . l l l p , , l l t r )
s top-ovcr .  poss ib lv  on  a  lonecr  nor thern  l l r ig ra_
l l ( ) n .

._No b i rds  bant led  as  juvcn i l cs  c lu r ing  thc  l9g4
fi5 [rrcctl ing sclrson wcrc sccn on IIaron Island
(luring ir 2-1 dav ol)servation pcriotl in thc l9ll5-fi(r
brcedrng scason and a scvcn clay obscrvation
pcriod clrrring thc l9li6-87 scason.

Nc lson ( l9 i i0 )  rc fc r rcd  to  thc  d i f l i cu l tv  in  d is t in -
i r u i \ l l i r r r  l , ( . l u ( (  n  l l i ! r i r t i , , n .  r l i s p r : r . l r l  ; r l , l
l l , r n l i l r l l \ t n  l  \ r r  t (  \ ( i t h i r r l  . p c r  r c r  l l (  t l l r i n r ( ' L J
tha t  l l r s t -vcar  b i r t l s  wcrc  thc  n tos t  nomadic  and
cr tcd  migra l ions  in  thc  o rdcr  o f  6  (X)0  km l i r r
boobic-s ancl frigltc birds. Robcr.tson (lcX ) t l is-
t rngu ishcd.  be twccn long d is tancc  juvcn i le  migra-
tions and local adult diipersal in ri banding stircly
o f  thc  Sootv  Tcrn  in  Nor th  Anrer ic l r . -wherc
juvcn i l cs  migra tcd  as  fa r  i l s  I  I  3 (X)  kn t  c lu r ing  a
pc l io r l  o f  l (17  davs .  E lscwherc .  I_anc  ( l9 i r7 )
recor t i cc l  t f rc  recovcrv  in  thc  Ph i l ipp incs  o l  a
Stx r tv  I ' c rn  rvh ich  u , l rs  bandc t l  l i tu r .vcars  ear l i c r
on  l -o rc l  Howc Is lan t l  (31 '33 'S . .  159.05 'E . ) .  o i l
thc  c i l s l  coas t  o l  ALrs t ra l ia .  i l  movcmcnt  o [  5  S2: l
k  n r .

The prcscnt Blrck Nodciy record suggcsts tltat
Iong-ciistancc clispcrsal of f lrst vear birds may
occu l  shor t l v  a l te r  thc  ch icks  havc  f lec lgcc l .  I t  i s
no t  known what  p t1 rpor t io r r .  i l  anv .  o f  thcsc  b i rds
rc tu rn  t ( )  the i r  na ta l  co lon ics .  I t  i s  hopcd tha t  thc
prcscnt  band ing  prog la rnmc on the  is lands  o f  thc
( ' i rp l i corn-Bunkcr  ( ) roup w i l l  hc lp  e luc ic la tc
wl)cthcr or not such dispersal is l imitcd k) l irst-year
b i rds  anc l  whc ther  such long c l i s tancc  d ispcrsa l  i s
l rcq  uc  n  t .
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OBITUARY NOTICE
Al len Scf ton ()A. l l I ]N. I .  d icd on ]  Ml) .  1939. 1 { i rs l  Inct  Al lcn
whcn hc rnd I )ous ( ; i l )son io incd Robcr r  ( 'u f r ick i ,nd nrhcl l
lo  burrd Si l !cr  Gul ls  lnd ( ' r r \ lc( l  fcrns ut  rhc I : ivc IsLrnds.
l lJr t  KcInhLr.  Nc!v Solr lh Wit lcs in 1955 Hi \  cnl i {hrencd an(t
gcnurnc roncern orcr  lhc chlngc\  rh l t  werc ocrurr ing i I  lhe
I l h w i t l r r  d i s t r i c r  ! ! c r c  \ ( r ) n  a p p r r c n r .  r \  w c t c  h i s  i n c l u i r i r g
I n i n d  r n d  d e p l h  o '  k n { ) $ l c d g c  o f  r h c  r c l i o n  I n i l i r l l \  h c  $ l \
.  l . r r ,  . , r . f r . r . ' u .  ' l  .  r ,  h | r  I , . l  l . ' I , ' r  r '  |  . r . 1 .  ' , r '  l r r  ,  , , 1
rc i r l i rcd that  i t  c  rh lc( l  \ont  of  thr  i rn\ t !crs ro h is nr i r  !
. 1 r r " s r i ' , r ' .  r , '  r \  "  ' r . , . r , , 1  l l ,  r ' , ( r l \ . , r r . , " .  | | " ' . ' , ' , '  , , ' ; l
a  loundi l t ion mcnbcr of  our Associat i ru.

Wi lh a lc hc bccamc norc and rr r ( ) rc concernc( l  wirh
bfoi ldcr  c l rv i ronIncnt i l l  pI r )b1c l \ .  i rnd b{rcanc nuch rcspc(ted
in lhc local  connruni t l  as l l  \ ! r tchclog.  a( l ! isor  rnd l ighrcr  ( '1
causcs.  Such wr\  thc h igh rcgl  in which hc $i rs hcld lhat  hc
l v r s  r w r . d e d  l h c  B r i t i s h  E m p i r c  M c ( t a l .  t h c  a ) r d c r  o l  , \ u s t -
fu l i r .  and thc Au\t r i r l i ln  Nir lunl  Hi \ torv Mcdal .  t lc  wls to
hrvc bccn rwrrdcd rn I l (nrorar l  Doctol1rrc o l  l )h i los( 'phy l ) !
lhc Univcrs i tv  o l  Wol l (ngorg on his 6 i i th b i r lhdly bul  d icd
\hor l ly  bcforehand i r l tcr  I  shor l  i l lncss Hc was qurrc a
rcorarkabl f  pcr \on wl losc valuc was l ( ) r tunatc l r  rccogl i red
dur ing his l i lc l inc.  LIc ! \ i l l  bc sudl , -  In is\ed bv nran! .

M. D. t\,1.


