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SHORT CONTRIBUTION

- A VISIT TO DISTANT CAY,
SWAIN BEEFS, GREAT BARRIER

QUEENSLAND

S. G. Lare: Visit to Disiant Cay

REEF,

,  A f te r  l rnd inp .  r r  r .hc , .k  u r r r  madc o l  rhc  h i r r l s
r r rc (d rng  o  thc  top  , ' f  thc  ca) .  l J r , rwn Roo l ) i ( \
werc nesttng antl onc fernale was incubating two
eggs.  There  ucre  f i ve  . ing lc  doun;  c l t i , k i  : rnd
I  u t  luvcnr lc \  Mr rs t  o l  t l r csc  ) , ,u  g  h r rds  wcr (
aCCi )mPi ln tc ( l  h \  On\ .  o r  lwo l r t lU l t .  l l  r  l rV in r . l
trmes throughout the visits but at least one zrduli
was usually.in attendancc with thc i lowny chicks.
Dr ied  rcmains  o f  tw , r  j s r ,y111 (  h tc l .  $c t ( .  lounLJ .
I  he  n( { f \  \ \e r r  C i th ( . l  i tmonp c lunrps  o l  l loerha t  i t t

or on coral rubble. The five Maskcd Boobies wcrc
\ l a n d i n g . a m o n g  t l r r . n c . r i n g  B r o u  n  B o o h i r . . .
I a I n ( r  I n d t c i l l l n g  n c s t r n g  t e f l i l , r r i c s .  T l r c i r  p t . a k
nreed lnA r \CCUTS tn  W In  tc r .

A  fcw B lar ' k -n rpcJ  T , . rns  uerc  n \ , \ l i ng  i r t  , ,nc
end ncar the top of thc cay, adjacent io small
clumps of Bocrhaviu. Three ncsts contained two
eggs each. two contil ined one cgg, and a small
downy chick was found hiding in ihe Boarhavia.
Anothcr isolated ncst with tw; cggs was situated
among coral rubble near the l imit of vegetation
r t  t l re  oppLr5 i l c  cnd  o l  rhc  cuy .  Th(  cgg\  u i rc  la i . t
o n  l h c  c o r ! l  r u h h l c .  W h i l e . r l ' m i n i r " r !  t h (  B r o u l
of nests. a second chick walkcd acrosi thc rubblc
some 30 metrcs away ancl was pronptly taken by
a S i l vc r  Gu l l .

Thc dried remains of a Crcstcd 
'fcrn 

S. bergii
were also prescnt on thc top of the cay.

I thank Terry Walkcr for providing details of
his observations of the boobics on thi cay. The
visit was rnade during a survcy of cays in the
Swain Reefs which wals funded !y an Australian
Rescarch Council grant to J. Charley and H.
Heatwole. I thank Hal Hcatw()le and .l im Charlcy
lor the opportunity of accompanying them on the
survey.
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Dis tan t  Cay  (21 .06 'S . ,  152"29,E. )  i s  in  the
northern sector of Swain Reefs. at thc southern
ent l  , r l  the  Grc l r t  Br r r r ie r  Reet .  Ou(cns l lnd .  rnd
l l  rs  lhc  I i l r lhe i l  vegc t i r t rd  c r )  l rom th ( .  m l in l ln r l
( r n  t h c  A u \ t L t l i l r n  c o n l i n c n t u l  s h e l f .  I t  i s  i r h o u t
100 m long by about 35 m widc. There are no
prcviously published ornithological records for
ln rs  cay .

Bccause of its rcmote situation in thc Swain
Reefs .  rnd  ts  lherL  \  r \  n ( ,  p re \ iou \  knowledge
r r l  sc r rh i rJ '  b recd ing  r rn  i t .  thc  e r1  n  \  nor  nccn
includcd in carlicr study visits to the Swain Reefs
complex .

On 6  March  1987,  T .  A .  Walker  (pcrs .  comm.) ,
l rom l rn  acr ic l  survey .  iden l i f ied  Brown Boob ics
Sultt lcucogaskr rnd MJskcLl B(xrlrics .S {/ac
4  / r r l r r . r  s i t t ing  on  D i : tan t  C i ,y .  ap ! , r r r . .n t r r  ncsr rng .
In  eompar ry  \a i t l r  H .  He i l \ \o l i  rn r l  o thcr . , - l
v is i ted  D is tan t  Cay  in  January  1989 as  par t  o f  an
ongotng survey ot cays and rccfs in the Swain
Rccf r  compler .  Lund ingr  wcrc  madr . , rn  D is l : rn l
Cay  f , ' r  l . . s  h , ' r r rs  on  2 . l lanur ry  an t l  f , r r  onc  hour
on 24 January. Many birds were present on the
shorc l ine around the island when thc ship
anchored in the lcc of thc reef at the westcrn end
of thc cay. As the approach was madc by dinghy,
most of thesc. cstimatcd at ovcr 500, f lcw off
; rnd  ( l i \ rppc t red .  Th is  g roup inc luded Brown
Boohir. s. Common Nu-ddic; Anous stolidus
(about 100-200) and many small terns which could
not be identif ied in the conditbns. A count of the
remaining birds was carried out from the dinghy
as it circumnavigated thc cay. Bccause of thc very
choppy conditions. a high dcgree of accuracy was
impossible and thc figures are mainly estinratcs.
Prcsent werc Comnton Noddies (500+), Brown
Boob ics  (30) ,  Masked Boob ics  (5 ) ,  B lack-naped
Terns ,ltena sumatrana (about 250), a single
Roseatc Tcrn S. dougall i i , thrce Silvcr Gulls
Larus novaehollantl ise .and 12 Ruddy Turnstones
Arenaria interpres. Received 1 April, 1989


