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SEABIRD ISLANDS No. 201

Lady Elliot Island, Great Barrier Reef, eueensland

Location: 24'07'S.. 152'13, E.; the southcrnmost
island and reef of the Great Barrier Reef. The
nearest mainland is 80 kilometres to the south-
$c \ t  u r  Bund herg .  Oucens l lnd .

Sta tus :  Commonwca l th  Depan l tcn l  o l  T ranspon
l igh thouse rcserve .  21 .5  h r ;  tour is t  resor l  rnd
a i rs t r ip  leasc ,  13 .5  ha .

Other. Names: Lady Ell iott lsland, Lady Ell iot's
ls land.

Description: 35 ha; l l50 m x 550 m (measurcments
at high l ide). A coral cay situated at the north-
westcrn sidc of a rounded 180 ha rccf. The surface
c , rns is ts  p r im i r r i l y  o l  phos fha te  rock  w i th  r rcus  o I
rubhlc r sand. Thc rock surfrrcc is grooved and
ridged following extensive guano miningr.:.r. An
arrstnp and cross-runway were graded in 1969.
At th.e western sidc of the cay there is a l ighthouse
and thrce houses built in 1872. At the souti-eastern
side of the cay there is a tourist resort with 20
buildings. all but two of which were constructed
after 1984.

Almost half the cay is forested with Casuarina
equisetifoliat ) . Othcr native trecs include Pcn,
danus tactorius, Pisonia grandis, Argusia argentea
and Ficr,s <tpposita. Fields are dominated by
weeds (c.9.. Lannna camura, Tridax pro-
cumbens, Bryophyllum tubiflorum) and grasses
but native herbs predominate in some arcas (e.g.,
Melanthera biflora, Canavalia rosea, Abutilon
indicuftt, Boerhavia tetandra). Ovcr 70 non-
cultivatcd species are present and many ornamen-
tal plants occur around buildings.

Landing: Across the recf at high tide usually at
the north-western or western side. The anchorage
is poor and most visitation is by aircraft from
Bundaberg.
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Ornithological History: In thc 1800's guano miners
reported that the cay "was occupied by countless
scabirds'r and this was i l lustratcd by Jukcs in
18.177. MacGill ivraye reported it as "bne of the
great breeding places of thc sea-birds of this
portion of the coitst". Serventy bricfly recorded
birds on l0 May 1954. but few rccords were pub-
l i shcdr ' .  An  account  o f  the  is land b i rds  in
Novembcr  l97 l  was  g ivcn  by  F ienr .  G.  Smi th6
visitcd in Janr.rarv l9fl3 and L. Shinkarenkor,
visited in January 198.1. Walkerrr described birds
during the 19135 il(r ncsting season and lrom visits
in  198.1 .  T .  A .  Walker  n tadc  12  v is i t s  bc tween
March 1986 and Jirnuary 1989. P. Ogilvie made
summer  v is i t s  in  recent  ycars .

Breeding Seabirds and Status

PuJlinus pttctf<trs Wedge-tailccl Shc!!rwater -
Adults arrive regularly in September and the last
l l cdg l ings  dcpr r r l  rn  Mi ry .  Ncs t ing  urs  rce , ' rdcd  in
I q s l  l l n d  l g T l ' L r .  I n  l ( , x 2  - d J  i r n d  I u 8 . l  d - l  t h c r c
wcre ferver than I 000 birds estirnatcd6. ln 1985-
116 about 7(X) activc burrows werc cstimatedrl.

I ' lurctltort rultric uutlu Red-tailed Tropicbird - A
pair f irst ncsted in Dccenrber 1983. They were
lo incd  by  a  sccond pa i r  in  Dccember  1985 and by
two n lo rc  pa i rs  in  car ly  l9 l ]9 .  Ac lu l ts  rc tu rn
annually to thc same nest scrtpcs under ,,1r,gaslri
ncar  thc  bcach a t  the  south-cas tern  s ide  o f  thc
cav .  Brecd in {  occurs  t rc twccn Scptember  and
Apr i l .

F-grettu sucru Eastcrn Reef Egret - Six wcrc
r r o t r r l  i r r  l ( ) 5 - l  i l l d  n ( . \ t i n p  u r r r  r L P , r r r t d  l r 1  l i g h t -
I t r r u . c  l t c l r r s .  N r . s t i l l 5  w r r r  n ( ) l ( J  i n  l , 1 7 l ' .  U l )  t , )
ninc whitc ancl two dark colourcd birds havc bccn
prcscnt  In  rcccn t  years .  F ivc  occup ied  o l  cn tp tv
ncsts wcrc founcl at widesprrcacl sites in 198-5 ancl
19u6.

IIaenmtopus lo gito.\t i.t Pied ()ystcrcatchcr
Ncs t ing  was repor tcd  in  the  la te  1970 's r r .  Two to
four bircls have been regularlv prcsent in rcccltt
ycars  w i th  suspcc ted  ncs t ing  behnv iour  a t  the
cas lc rn  po ln t .

I. A. Walkerr Lady Elliol lsland

Haematopus fuliginosus Sooty Oystercatcher
Ncsting was reported in thc latc 1970'srr. One to
four  h i rds  h r r re  heen regu l r r l y  p rcscr r t  in  recent
years with suspcctcd ncsting bchaviour at the
eastern point.

l,arus novaehollanrllae Silver Gull About 150-
200 wcrc prcscnt from 1986-1989. Ncsting occurs
throughout the year. Nests are well hiddcn but up
to 30 havc bccn found during a search. Fifty gulls
wcrc prcscnt in 1954 and although not ncsting
thcy cxhibitcd aggression. Nesting was not
obscrved in  1971 ' .  Band ing  has  shown tha t  thc
population consists partially of transicnt birds or
birds from thc mainland that visit to nest.

Sterna dougall i i  Roseate Tern - Two to three
pr i rs  ncs tcd  in - thc  B lack-naped Tern  co lon ies  in
the  la te  1970 's r r .  One pa i r  ncs tcd  w i th  the  B lack-
napcd Tcrn colony in 1986-87 and 1987 88. They
are  abser t  in  w in tc r .

Slerna .tu,nqlrena Black-naped Tern - Summer
ncsting was recordecl in the late 1970's and carly
l9ll0 s (up ro 100 birdslr). in 198-5-86 (52 birds in
two co lon ies) .  in  191J6- l t7  (1 ,10  b i rds .  >53 ncs ts ) .
in  1987 88  (>69 ncs ts  in  two co lon ics )  and in
December 1988 whcn the colonl' was lost to rough
scas .  COlOnics  occur red  o f tcn  a t  thc  cas tc rn
corncr beneath,,1/gll.f ld trees.

Srerna tnaetht:tu.s Br-idlcd Tcrn Arrival ancl
ncsting comn]enccs in Oclobcr. Most hav(]
dcpartcd by Fcbruary but a fcw may sti l l  occupv
ncs ts  in  Apr i l .  They  are  ubscnt  c lu l ing  w in tc r .
Ne\ t \  i r re  J ispcr : r ' , .1  l lnL lL r  \ (g ( l i r l i "n  i , \ c r  n r i , \ t
ol thc cay with the Iargest concentration on thc
nor thern  and eas tc rn  l i c lds .  In  l97 l  thc rc  wcre
"hundrcc is  o f  ncs ts " ' .  in  1982-83 and l98 i  ,34
thcrc $,crc abor.rt 300 ncstingr'. i l l  l9l i5 8(r thclc
wcrc Ovcr,100 nesting and in l9ttGllT and 1937-lJlJ
thcrc  werc  over  -500 ncs t ing .

Stcrntt alhi.ft ons Litt lc Tcrn - A . 'small colonv '

was  nes t ing  in  Novcrnbcr  l97 l  ncar  the  l igh t -
houser .  S igh t ings  o f  th is  spec ies  are  ra re .
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o Ltub, Elliot Islantl from the uir (looking north wast).
Photo:  T.  , , \ .  Wl lkcr

Stc.rna bargii Crestcd Tern - Large brccding
colonlcs occur on the north-castern hcrb flat cach
surnmcr: 1953---c'1 (two cokrnics); 197 |
( "hundreds"  of  b i rds) ;  1982 t t3  (403 b i rds) ;  l9{ t3-
lJ4 (6 (XX) birds): 1985-tj6 (7 000 birds); 198G87
(,1 -5()(} 6 0(X) birds); l9tt7-88 (thousancls) and
l98tt-tl9 (thousan(ls). Small numbers of []irds arc
prcsent  throughout  the year .

Anous stolitlus Common Noddy - Usually abscnt
in  Ju ly  and August  but  arr ivc in  Scptcrnber .  Ncst-
ing commcnccs in Octobcr and a fiw eggs are stil l
present in May. Nests are dispersed over the
nor thcrn and eastern f ie lds and a l l  s tages of  young
alc prcscnt lrom Decentbcr onwards. About 100

ac lu l ts  wcre  prcscn t  in  l97 l -72 .  1982 83  and
1983-8,1J ". From 2(X) to 300 adults wcrc prcscrlt
in 1985 86. In 1986-lJ7 thcrc werc ar least 360
adults, and in l9{J7-88 ovcr 4-50 adulrs. I_ight-
housc keepers rcported nesting in 1953 54 but the
cggs were washed away by a cyclone.

Anous minutus Black Noddy - Prior to 198-5 few
visitcd the caty. In sunlmcr 1985-lJ6 thcre wcrc
scvcral thousand roosting birds and the first
cololrv of J0 nestsrr. This was followcd by :127
ncsts in 1986-87. 455 ncsts in January 1988 and
570 nes ts  in  January  1989.  Most  nes ts  a re  in
Clasutri nu followed by .4,.gusla. Thousands roost
in  t rees  a t  n igh t  dur ing  sunmcr .
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Factors Affecting Status

Ciuano min ing  was devas ta l t ing  to  t l l c  cay .  In
lEl9 it was wootlcds but the surfalce was strippcd
in thc latc 1it0i) s and kcpt trare by goats unti l thc
la tc  1960 's .  A  l9 -5 .1  phoro  o f  thc  cayr r )shows on ly
r smafl stand <t[ I ' isortiu gr?ndr.r trees ancl grlzcd" lawn .  In  l9 ( r9  Hcatwo le i  cons idercd  tha t  i ' Lady

El l io t  I s land has  bccn v i r tua l l v  dcs t royec l  anc l  w i l l
probably ncvcr regain its natural stzrtc". Revcgc-
tation l i) l lowing the rcmoval oI thc g()ats was
in i t ia l l y  s low but  acce le ra tcd  rap id ly  in  thc  la te
1970s and l9 l l0s .  Thcre  arc  no  recr t rds  o l  thc
b i r t l  launa prcscnt  be forc  rn in ing  and thc
dcpos i to rs  o l  the  guano arc  unknown.

Areas with shcarwalcr burrows havc bccn conr
plctcd Ii)r buildings and airstrips. 

' l 'hc 
runway is

kr:pt frcc of nesting birds by claily air traffic and
b i rd  s t r i kes  occur  dur ing  summer .  A i rc ra f t  no ise
causes tcrns and noddics to fly ofT thcir nests but
thc  impact  on  breed ing  is  unknown.

Predation on Crestcd Tern eggs b1' gulls is high
particularlv u,hcn peoplc disturb paronts fronl
thc i r  ncs ts .  Dcs t ruc t ion  o I  tc rn  ncs ts  by  lay ing
tur t l cs  i s  ncg l ig ib le .  Dogs were  rcs idcn t  in  thc
lE90 s .  1960 's  and probab ly  a t  o ther  t imcs .  Thcrc
is  a  rcpor t  o [  a  rcs ident  ca t  in  thc  1970 's .

Ladv  F . l l i o t  i s  thc  I i rs t  Creat  Bar r ic r  Rcc f  i s lund
cncotLntcrcd bv seabircls comin[ fronr the south
Ci r ra l  Sca enc l  ih is  may cxp la in  i vhy  i t  i s  thc  on ly
is land in  thc  rcg ion  whcrc  C lon tnon Nodd ies  and
Rcd- ta i l cd  Trop icb i rds  rcs t .

Thc  cav  is  undcrgo ing  grc i l t  changc.  P lan ts ,
scab i r t l s .  landb i rds  an t l  pcop lc  a rc  inc rcas ingr l .
Sea l . r i rds  w i th  an  a l f in i t y  fo r  t rccs  o r  peop lc  (c .g . .
B lack  Nodc ly .  S i l vc r  Gu l l )  shou l t l  con t inuc
incrcas ing  wh i lc  mln-shy  spec ies  tha t  nes t  in  opcn

rcas  (c . ! . .  ( i r cs ted  Tcrn)  mav dcc l inc .

Banding

I' lurcthon rubricuLtdu 6 aciults. 6 chicks
Lurus rtovaehollandiae l5 adults, 6 chicks
Anous Drinutus 20 adults
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