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SEABIRD ISLANDS No. 200

North Reef Island, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

Locat ion :  23 ' l l 'S . .  l5 l '54 'E . ;  s i tua ted  on  the
northcrn reef of the Capricorn Group at the
southern end of the Great Barrier Rccf, Oueens-
land.  The nearcs t  ma in land is  100 km to  thc
south-wcst at Gladstone.

Status: Commonwealth Lighthouse Rcserve.

Description: 1.4 ha 220 nr x 80 m (mcasured
above high tidc). This sand cay is prcsently
situated west of thc ccntre of a 250 ha reef but is
known to  have movcd la rge  d is tances  in  p rcv ious
decadesrJ. A l ighthouse ii prcsent and thc cay is
wooded primarily with Argusia argenteq and
Scuevola sericea lcss than 4 m high. There is a
gro"'e of Pandanus trccs west of thc l ighthouse.
Two smalf Pisoniq grqndis, four Casuarina
cquisetiJolia and two Cocos nucf?ra trecs are also
present .  Ten non-woodv spcr . ies  ue le  p rc \cn t  in
May 1987: fhuarea involuta, Boerhovia'tetrandra,
Cakile edentula, Achyranthes aspera, Lepturus
repens, Ipomea pes-caprae, Bitlens pilctsa, Por-
tulaca oleracea, Cassytha ftliformis and
S porobolus v irginicus').

Land ing :  Acr r rss  the  rec l  u r  h igh  r idc  usua l l l  a r
the  nor lh -we\ tc rn .  wes lc rn  o r  \ou l l t - \  es tc rn  5 idc
of the cay. The anchorage is poor during rough
seas.

Ornithological History: The island was visitcd by
an R.A.O.U.  exped i t ion  in  1910 bu t  observa t ions
uere  no t  p r rh l i sher l  lb r  any  ycc ics  except  Eas tern
Recf  Fgrers r r .  K .  Hu lsmlnrsurveycd s iuh i rds  on
9 February  1983 and S.  G.  Lane fo r  Hu lsman,  on

9 January l9ll4. Walkcr and DommE recorded
birds on l8 visits from February 1983 to August
1984 and frorr.r December 1984 to Fcbruary 1986.
T. Walker recorded birds on ten occasions
betwccn May l9ti6 and May l9{t7.
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Breeding Seabirds and Status
Phaluc ro<orax melqnoleucos Lit e picd Corrnor_
ant - Roughly a dozen frcquent thc cav _
maxrmum 2l . The y are shy and fly to rcmaiirs of
; l  shrp$rcck  . | l l  Ihe  ree [  $hcn pco l r le  g , r  l \hure .
)cven nc \1 . \  \ \ c re  l ) rcscn t  in  Argu: ia  t t (e \  in  thc
c c | l l r (  o t  t h c  c a 1  d u r i n g  M i r r c h  l , ] H 1 . .

Egr r .u t t  t  t rn t  E  \ le rn  R\ .e I  Egr r . t  _  .Sc( ) re \ .werL

n l L s c r l  I n  l ( ) J { ) ' -  \ q 1 p l q 1 1  f l u c t u i r t c  h u l  u s u J l l V
7O x lJ  in l ) r . l ) i l  l hc  ( . i ry .  Fe \  e r  11r . ,n  1 . ,  , r , .  g l . . i
n r r ( l \  l rnd  th (  rc \ t  l  c  u l r i t c .  Se l r rchr . .s  in  lVg f r_X7
f , runr l  ncs t ing  f rom Sepremher  t i ,  \1 . r r ( .h  w th
l (w(  r  lh i to  l0  p l r i rs  n (s t ing  i t t  i rnv  l im( . .  Nc . ts  l r rc
nll l l l  l t) Aryarl(?, .\, r ieuO/.i lrnel l.t/r,r../4r\ tr\.1,s.

I, l u t m.,u, t p u s J u l ry i t ut t u.t SLrr,l) Oy\l crcirl cher
A P i l | r  .wcr (  p r ( .sen l  n  ha l f  u I  thc  s l l rveys .  In
Scptcmber 19{i6 a nest with two cggs was presenr
undcr an Argusiu l jee.lt thc western cnd of thc
cay .

Sterna dougallii Roseate Tern - Six and 24
nested with colonies ol Black-napcti or Crested
Tcrns in 1982-1J3 and 1983 {l,t 

- 
rcspectivetys.s.

Thcrc  uus  no  nes t ing  in  lq85-x6  ur  Iq8( r 'g7 .
Nr rne  \^ i l s  Prc \en l  Jur ing  lhC w in l ( r  months .

Sterno sunntrena Black-napcd Tcrn - About 30
appeared to be ncsting in March 1983 on thc
s , , ,u th  \ idc  o f  rhc  l ighr i r r r ion .  In  . l i rnur r ry  l . )x4
r rh , ru t  4O \ \e rc  nes t ing  w i lh  co l , rn ie i  o l  Cres tc t l
and Roscate Terns south of the l ightstation and
i r t  l h r  ( u s l L . t n  c n r l  l  t h L .  r i t y .  I n  F e h r u i r r )  1 , , 8 h
lherL  wcr (  4 f1  ncs t5  w i th  cgg.  o r  ha tch l ings  .  Thc
( . )h 'ny  v , i r \  i r l  the  nor th -$c \ t r rn  s ide  o f  lhc  c r r )
with odd ncsts t the eastcrn atld western ends.
Thcre was no nesting in the 1986 87 season
although I00 birds werc prescnt in Dccembcr. A
tcw wcre olten prcscnt during thc non-brceding
m()n  tn  s .

Sterwt bergii Crested Tcrn A colony on the
south -sidc Of the l ightstation in February 1983 was
attended by at least 950 birds of which 410 pairs
had chicksr. Two colonics totall ing about i 500
birds commenced in December 1983 south of the
lightstation and at the wcstern end of the cay.' l 'hcre 

wcrc no colonies in l9tt5-86 or in 1986i7.

1 'hc  l igh thouse wus inhab j tcd  un t i l  I97 ! )  and thc
f t \ l d r n t s . k ( j p l  d r r n r e . t i c  1 r , r u l 1 r y  n d , l  ( i r r  o n  l h ( .
c i l y  - . .  

. lh .e  r ' c (  r rp i r l j ( )n  l \ y  l i !h t l t  U . ( .  kc \ ,pcr .
Pr t rnur l l )  r \  th t  re r r r , rn  t l r r r t  B l i t l l c t l  f c rns  r rn . l
Whi tL 'hc l l i c t l  S t r r -E l rg les  I  ld l iu tc ru . t  l , . t r , .og , t t r r r
d r r  n " t  nc \ t  lhe tc .  Both  spec . i t . s  r t r . s t  o r  nes t r .< l  r rn
: r l l  o lhcr  (  i rn f l c ( ' f i )  i \ l l rnd \  cxcept  w l l (  re  humtrn
lnterlcrcDcc occurrcd. The automatic l ighthouse
rcceivcd six-wcekl), hclicopter visits t iy main_
ten i rncc  \ t i r [ l  un t i l  A  gu . l  l ( r87  whUn so l i r r  p ( ,we r
u i l s . r t s t r l l ( r l .  L r r n d i n g  , ' l  h c l i c o p t e r s  , , n  i r r t . l r  ; r
\ rna l l  (ay  , . .ou l , . l  hav , . .  dc r : rs t l i i ng  r . . l [e r1s  ' '
ground-nesting tcrns zlnd other blros.

A  Whi te -bc l l i cd  Sea-Eag lc  occas iona l l y  v is i t s .
zrnd thc remains of shcarwaters and nodil ies arc
present undcr fecding roosts. Tern colonics arc
susccptiblc 19_d.aTlS9 from turtles coming ashore
to ncst. In 1954 lighthousc keepcrs rcpor"tctl that
all tcrn nests wcre dcstro),cd by turtlcs eirch year.,.
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Factors Affecting Status

Other Scabirds Recorded
Pul l inus pKi f tu!

Phulucrrx:orax urbo
Ptu acro<orur vurius
P haht roco rut su I t i nsrris

At ?a norkhollundiuc
I I ac ntu bp u \ I o n !:i rost / i \
Lutu: novuehottdndik,

SIernu h0gal?nsis

Banding

.Sterna dougallii I fledgling
Sterna sumatrdna - l runner
Starna bergii 44 runncrs

Wcdgc-ta i lcd Shei t r l f r rcr
(dead onlv)

Brown Booby (r  afc on cay)
Greal  Cormori rn l  ( l  rccord)
Pied C0.mof i rn l  (2 fccords)
Li t l le  Black Clornl t ) ranr ( rarc)
Ler\ l  Fr igatcbird

(2 rcconls on cry)
Whi le- i : rccd Hcron (rarc)
Picd Ovstcrcnlchcr
Si lvcr  Gul l
B r i d l c d T c r n ( l r e c o r d )
Li t l lc  Tern
Lesscr Crcsled Tcrn
Black Noddy
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c North Reef Island Jrom the air (looking south).
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