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Descr ip l ion :  Rocky  Is lc ls  g r i )up  c , 'mpr i \e \  rh ree
is l l r rds  re fe r rcd  t { r  her (  as  Rocky  ls lc t ,  E ls t  l s lc t
and South-wcst Islet. Rocky Islct, the central.
largcst of thc three is 750 m x 3(X) m; it is well
vegctatcd. with a farge stand of Pisonia grandis
on i r  low s r rndy  r r rc l r  lh r r t t ing  a  mi rs \ i ve  r ( rcky  ou l -
crop 46 m high. Other vegetation consists of
closcd scrub and a small amount of grassland. The
is le l  to  rhc  ( i r \ t  {E i rs l  l s le  i s  I5  m h igh  : rnd
vegetatcd by a low, dense shrub layer, while the
smallest islet to the south-west (South-west Islet)
is 10 m high and has a sparse herb vegetation.
Ncither of thcsc latter islands has a beach.

Landing: Approach ro rhc group ir besr made
l rom lhc  nor th -wcs le rn  quar te r .  The ree l  i s  a
crescent-shaped drying reef that occurs exten-
sively betwecn the islands. Landing on the two
smal le r  i \ le ts  i : ,  d i f f i cu l r  un le 's  seas  are  ca lm.
Rocky Islet has beaches on the northern and
southern  s ide \ .  and l rnd ing  depcnds on  lhe  s t ! t c
o f  l idcs  and u ind .  On the  ner r thern  s ide  5cour in r
has  cxposed beachrock ,  wh ieh  mat  hamocr  land i
ing .  Anchoruge dunng thc  rou lh - ;as t  l rade-u in t l
seuson is  rc l i lb le  bu t  rockv

SEABIRD ISLANDS

Rocky Islets, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

Locat ion :  1 ,1"51 'S . .  145 '29 'E . ;  2 l  k ik rn re t res
south-south-east oI Lizarcl Island and 19 kilomctres
from thc closcst mainland, Cape Flattcry.
Quccns  land.

Status: Quccnsland National Park.
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Ornithological History: Somervil ler, in his account
of survey work carricd out in the Lizard Island
area, described his visit to "a certain low rockv
js land ahout  I2  mi lcs  l rom where  thc  sh ip  h r .  her
base" (i,c., Lizard Island). This location plus his
description of thc island and its rcef, leaves l itt lc
doubt that he was at Rocky Islets. No dates are
supplied in this account but Ingleton: recordcd
the.suwey by HMS Darr front i6e Hope Islands
to  thc  Tur t le  Group he ing  car r ied , ru t  Jur ing  the
frrst half of 1889
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.Sr tmq,u111. '  n tud t .  v i r r r r i r l l )  n r )  rc tc rcncc  l , r  thc
t \ l i tnd  l i runa thor rgh  hc  d id  r r .eor r r r r  i r  mys le l r  us
t i r l c  ( ) l  lushrng ,w inds  rnd  d l r rk  :h rPcr  in  ih .  r l ; r ^ ,
sky .  Un \pceu l i r l ion  Ihcse  cncoun ic rs  cou l . l  h jvc
beL'n with Wedge-tailed Shcarwaters which arrive
undcr tltc cloak of darkness

DOmmr gitvc thc first account of seabirds of the
islands from his visits between 1973 ancl 1976. Hc
drcw i l  cn l io  to  l l l re (  i  rpor t l ln t  le i t lu res :  L  Ihc
l i t r p e s t  o f r h t  R o e k y  l \ l e r s  i s  r h c  , r n l )  i s l r r l d  i n  l h e
area on wlrich Pixtnir grandis is found; 2. it is the
only island in the area whcre the Wcdge_tailecl
Sh\ ' i l rw i r tc r  nesrs :  lnd  .1 .  i t  i s  f reqLrcn ted  l r t  la rce
nr rmher \  L , l  Whi rc -cupp( .J  lB l r rck ]  \ , ,ddrc jwh i ih
roost therc at night. Further observations for this
papcr. wc_re rnade by G. C. Smith during visits
trom l3-14 Fcbruary t982_ 2i-29 April l9itt3, on
l l  November  1983 and 5  February  i9g6.

Slerna anuethetus Bridled Tcrn - Large numbcrs
of Bridlcd Terns havc nested on all t l iree islands
o l  t h c  R , r r ' k 1  l s l c r .  C r o u p  i n  c : r c l r  y r r r r , , n  r c c , , r d .
L ) ( ) t  ln r  r ( .cordCLl  l l l , ru l  . l t ) i ,  l l c \ ts  ( . . l c l t  \un l l Ie r ,
althouglr >l 000 birds were seen in tlrc late aftcr._
noon in Fcbruary 19U2. Birds vacate tlrc island
Jnd iu r round ing  \^ r te r \  Jur i l tg  l l r t .  nUn- l r rccd ing
pef l ( )o .  l J t (cd tng  rc l tv r t )  i l p l )cars  I , ,  hC l rom
Novemher  to  fcbrur rv .  C( ' r t f l \ l r ip  ; rc l i v i t l  u r r .
secn on l l Novcmbcr 1983 and eggs were ibund
as latc as 14 February 1982.

Sterna bergii Crested Tern - Two eggs wcre
found on South-wcst Islet in Februai! 19g2.
Twenty adults were counted on this islet prior to
landing. Four werc later noted at the East Islet.
During a stay on Rocky Islet, Crested Terns were
frequently observed fecding in the shallows closc
to thc beaclt on thc northc;n side.

G. C. Sm/fh 8 P. Og,/v/er Bocky tstets Corel la 13(4)

.Oblique view of Rocky Islet (looking north-east)
with East Islet in the background ut right.

P h o t o :  P .  O g i l v i c

Breeding Seabirds and Status

Puffinus pucil icus Wedge-tailed Shearwater -
Dommrest imated I  i l (X) -bur rows on  Rocky  Is le t .
Smith estimatcd 990 [rurrows in . 'current and
rccent  usc"  in  19U3.  bu t  th is  ceunr  d id  no t  inc lude
burrows occurring away from thc pisonla forcst.
Adults or young, or both were encountered in
burrows on all visits. A pullus in down was found
in a trurrow in Fcbruary 19ti2: pull i. incluc.l ing a
few tha t  lookcd s ick .  anc i  adu l ts  (a t  n igh t )  w i rc
noted  in  Apr i l  1983:  th ree  adu l ts  werc  no ted  in
bur rows in  Novembcr  1983.  Dur ing  the  1985 U6
brccding season. Wedgc-tailcd Sheitrw2ltcrs werc
commonly  sccn  ind iv idua l l y  and in  la rgc  ra f ts  in
the  waters  a round L izard  Is land.  Invcs t iga t ion  o f
L rur rows dur ing  the  br ic f  v is i t  in  Februarv  1986
r c r c r l , . d  , r r r l )  r h r e e  r , r u n g .  a l t h o u g h  d c r r i  p u l l i
on thc surface were cornmon.

Sterna sumatrunu Black-naped Tcrn - Eggs were
found in Fcbruary 1982 on South-wcii Islet.
Thesc had been laid on thc rock substrate and
wcre nol associatcd in any way with any of the
vcgc ta t ion  on  the  is land.  Each o f  the  nes ts  was
sur roundcd by  smal l  pebb les .  p icces  o f  cora l
shingle and shells. Ten adult birds wcrc seen on
South-west  Is le t  and 50  on  East  Is lc t  on  th is
occitsron.
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Factors Affecting Status

'I 
hc I 'r.rr,,r i lc Iorest on Rockv Islct is verv sirnilar

to  th l t  o l  i s lunds  o l  thc  Capr icorn-Bur rkcr  Group
rvhcrc  l l l i r ck  Noc ld ics  nes t  in  c lcnsc  co lon ics .
Dcsp i tc  thc  l r iqh l \  su i t i rb lc  hab i ta t  l va i lab le
lo r  ncs t i r rg .  thc rc  h i rvc  bccn no  rcc r t rds .  E i rc l r
t r ig f t l  thous i inc ls  o f  B lack  Not ld ics  l rnd  Comnton
Notlrf ies rrrrivc aftcr cllrrk to r(x)s1 in thc I ' i \oni(
t recs  b l r t  t l r cD r l i spcrsc  in  thc  car lv  r r r t r .n ing .  I t  i s
cv idcn t  th i i t  thcv  l i r ragc  wc l l  ou t  to  sca  c lu r ing  the
dav .  us  fc rv  b i r r l s  can  bc  founc l  in  thc  v ic in i ty .  I l
cou lc l  bc  th i t t  B l i t ck  Noc ld ics  on lv  ncs l  l t c rc  i r l
( \ ! (  P l i r )  i l j l \  r : , ' , u l  l . . t l i r r - ' . :  r c i r r s  :  l , l  l l l i \  n ) i t \
a l l cc t  thc  s ta tus  o f  th is  i s l rnd .

As  f l r r  as  huntan  c l l cc ts  a rc  conccrncc l .  onc  s ig -
n i l i c r rn t  l inc i  on  Rockv  Is lc t  u ,as  thc  p rcscncc  o l -' 'a cr)l lcction of rlmshucklc ancl clcscr-iccl *,ooclcn
l r r r l .  u i t l r  . l \ \ . \ ' l i l r L ( l  \ \  r \ . l i l l \ l c  ! ; r r r l e l r '  r r r r , l  r r
u  r ' l l  ' .  S ,  ' r t t r '  l : r r  l r ' ,  I  u  r  i t in . t  ,  , r r  i r  p i (  ( . \ '  ,  ' t  r  r1 t r .  l i r l ,L  r
rcvc i r l cd  tha t  t i r i s  q ,as  l t  b ln rcoon - -  a  p l l cc  u ,hcr  c
thc  b l l rckb i rc le rs  hck l  na t ivc  l i i bourc rs  i l l i c i t l v
l j l k (  t t  I r , ' l l |  t l r r  P r r . r t i r  r s l . r  L l .  I  r  I  ,  I  ,  ,  r  r  |  '  t  r  ,  i  I  )  .  . t r ,  h
pcop lc  wou ld  bc  rcqu i rcd  to  ob t i t iD  as  much i i roc l
as  poss ib lc  f ro rn  thc  i s land and i t s  rcc l .  Scab i rds
an i l  ihe i l  cggs  wou ld  cc l ta in lv  l rave  l rccn  a  p r inc
sourcc  o l  loo t l .  I - i kc  h is  p rcdcccssors .  Somcrv i l le l
ancl lr is nten ciinctl orr bircls. Hc rcmarkcd'.(irorrps
o l  la rgc  t rhck  and- rvh i tc  p igcons .  in  bant ls  o l  i0
r r n d  l l  h i r J . .  l t \ u i t l l \  c i l l l l c  l l i r l  i n l  r ' \ ( . r  l r , ' n t  I l t (
n r i | | r l : l | ) ( l  in  rh (  .1  |  |  ( .1  |  l ,  ' ,  I  n .  .  : rnJ  p l rusud l i r r  r r
b rc i r thc r  on  our  t rccs ' .  Poss ib lv  manv o l  thc rn
u ( r !  l l l  l r r r l r t l r i r r g  m r r . h  l , , i r r ,  r  : r f t t r  t h r . 1
a  l igh  tcc l .

Currcntly Rockv Islcts arc protcctcd by
Nat iona l  Park  s ta tus  and the  sur rounc l ing  rcc f  bv
Mar i r rc  Park  Buf fc r  Zone s la tus .  Yaahts  and
other  p leasurc  c ra f t  occas iona l l y  ca l l  in .  The main
in f l r rcncc  o f  huntans  thesc  da_vs  migh t  be  the
dangcr  to  Wcdgc- ta i l cc l  Shearwater  adu l ts  and/or
ch icks  b_v  v is i to rs  wr lk ing  th rough thc  co lony  und
co l laps in t  bur rows in  th i  so f t  s ind .

. A pair ol Whire -bcll icd Sca-l_agles I IuliucetuS
larcttgoster which arc evidcnth,, rCsidents of thc
is lands  poss ib lv  p rcdatc  Wedgc- ta i l c t l  Shcar -
w i r tc rs ,  as  thev  do  in  thc  ( lapr icorn-Bunker
r ) roup _
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