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EDITORIAL

THE SEABIRDISLANDS SERIES 1973-1988

In  1973 the  Aus t ra l ian  B i rd  S tudy  Assoc ia t ion
launched a scries of publications on 'Scabird

Islands'to rccord succinctly our knowlcdgc, past
arnd prcscnt, of thc trreeding status of seabirds on
thc islands around the Australian coast. Thc
objccts were to stimulate an intcrest in visit ing
thcsc islands to obtain information, to enablc
changcs in distribution and abundance of scabird
colonics to be rccognized and their significancc
appraiscd, and to produce that volumc of data
nccessary for responsiblc land usagc along our
c()asts. and the conscrvation of scabirds dependant
upon coastal habitats. Over 200 islands have now
been dcscribed and their gcneral distribution
around the Australian coast may be sccn in Figurc
L Thc success of thc project has been remarkable.

Clcarly there is a long way to go as a complctc
appraisal cannot bc given unti l all potential sea-
bird brceding islands have bccn visited. However,
in somc rcgions the coverage is alrcady good. All
the islands of thc ' inhospitable' coast of New
South Wales havc been dcscribed. Also, therc are
accounts tor most of thc islands along thc coast
of Victoria. Thcre is a good coverage of thc
imposing rocky stacks ancl islands to thc south of
Tasmania with an impressive avifauna ol albatros-
scs. shcarwaters and prions. Most rcmarkable is
thc numbcr of islancls of thc Great Barricr Rccf
w i lh  lhc i r  t rop ica l  r r rscmhlcgcs  th r t  hure  heen
t i r ' s r  r iher l .  r rnd  the  h io log i r . : r l l y  in lc r \ . \ t ing  \ou th-
wcst corner of Westcrn Australia is wcll
rcprcscnted .

Figurc L L,rr nun$er ol Srubird llantls +thich have hcu
d?s(ti.h?Ll b,n vuriout ttn,kh(\ ol tlrc Au\ttuliun

One of thc important rcgiitns of Australia is
Bass  St ra i t  and herc  many morc  is lands  rcqu i rc
to be examined bcforc thc quantity of knowlcclgc
hccoming r \a i l i r l r l ( .  l r "m reccr r t  .  i l .ns i r . .  , ,e .1 -n
ographic studics can be uti l izcd. Anotllcr important
reg ion  is  the  South  Aus t ra l ian  coas t  wh ich  is
poorly represcnted and rcquires a najor effrtrt.
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,  
\ , , . i . 1 .1n -J1  l r l r c  I ' c cn  r l c sc r i l , c t l  l r ( ) t n  1 r ) r t h  u Il i r l l t l t ( l c  l r ) o o u ' S .  i I  W t . : l t . r r r  A r r s t r l r l i r r  t , ,  l ( l n g i _

l u ( l c  1 . ] ' r o t ) t t  E .  i n  r l r e  G u l f  o t  t  a r p e D t l r i i r  w l r i e h
r c l ) r ( \ (  l i _ n c i l r j y  l r  t h i r r l  , r l  t i t c  A u r t r l r l i u n
( - l | i l ( I I n c  t h l \  t i  i r  r r F i , r n  u h i c h  i s  p r , r l r l r b l r  r r l
t t t ( ) r (  t r t , ) l ( , I r L . i r l  s i gn i f i ( . an !e  t h r r I  h i t h t i r t , ,  r e l r l i z ( t l
l l ' rw  l h . r l  l l ) (  tm fon i l ncc  o l  l hU  LUr .uu in  (  r r cn l
I i l i l l  n r r \ \ \  l r r r r n  r r o  h  l i ,  \ ( l r r t h  . t l r , n t  t h L  w c \ t ( . n t
A t t s l l r t l i ; r  L r , l r . t  i s  l r ( j 1 1 g  i t p p r C u i r l c ( j .  (  o l r : i J e r _
i l r i t L  l | l i , v (  l \ '  l \  , r l  se l t h i r d r  l r  r n  t hC  p i rL . i f i .
Occan  i n to  t he  I nd ian  C )cean  by  wav  o f  t hc
Araluri t  and Timor scas arc now srrorgly sus-
pcc tcd . (scc  Stokes  and Dun 19g9.  Core  a i i :  ( t2 ) .
Aus t ra l ia  and Indones ia  havc  reccnt ly  ncgot ia tc i
r  t r u i r t y  l ( '  r l r r r i l l  c l l r i r r r s  t o  t h s  5 q 1 l r q j 1 , 1 1  , , 1 1
C\ lh ,n t ( t , rn  ln  t l t ( .  T i tn ( ) r  S( . i t  \  ( l \ . \ehrpn l ( . I | t \
l i kc lv . to  a f l cc t  th is  a rca  can bc  cxpcc tcd  In  thc
ncar  fu tu rc .  Yc t  wc  know l i t t le  o f  thc  seab i rds  o l .
thc  l rc ' l  and  no th ing  o f  thc i r  b recd ing  $ , i t l t in  t l l c
I t t t ; . r .  I - l t , . r r '  i \ . '  u r ! \ ' n l  n ( r . J  l r ,  i l \ \ ( . \ \  t l l C  \ C i l _
h r r i l \ . . i r n L l  t l r c  i r l u n , l r  ( h (  \  I l r . q u r  t ) t .  i r l , , n f  l l  \
n i r r t  i ' l  th !  Au\ t rJ l i i l l l  c ( ) i r \ t

Rcpcatcc i  ' " i s i t s  to  i s lanc ls  p rov idc  t l l c  da ta
wh ich  cnub lc  ch : rngcs  to  bc  rccogn izec l  and thc i r
\ l ! l l r l t f : r n \ (  r , r l r r l .  P r ( ' l r i j l r l )  l h r  h c < l  r l , r ( . 1 I n l L , n I ( . d
l \ l , l r ) \ l :  i l r (  t l r .  F i r .  l . l r r r r d . .  \ e u  S , r r r t h  W r r l t . r .
nnd hcrc  changcs  have cont inued w i th  rcccn t
tu r thcr  inc rcuscs  in  t r rccd ing  S i l vc r  Gu l ls  L r i r r rs
rutr.uclutl laud iut', Kclp Gulls-t. r lrttt irt i turtus ..tnd
nou, Austrit l irrn Pelicans / 'clc.rrzirrs <.onspicil latus_
A r i rp ic l  inc rcasc  in  numbcrs  o f  Ke lp  Gu l ls  a r rd
Whitc-ltr)ntcd Tcrns Srt,rra stri(ttu it l  thc Bass
St r i r i t  i s  occur r ing .  ye t  anothcr  rcason f i r r  thc
tu r lcnc l  in  complc t ing  thc  exp lo ra t ion  o f  i s lan t ls
in  th is  rc_g ion  and thc  rcgu l i i r  rcv is i t inu  o f  key
is l rnds .  ( 'h lngcs  in  gu l l  c i i s t r ibu t ion  r rnc ]  abund-
i ln \ ' r '  h (8 i l r )  j r l  l f : r \ l  l l l  \ (  i , r \ : rA , ) .  u t  r , . .  w t . l l  r . . t l rh_
l i \ h c d  l i l  \ u i t r \  i r r l  l t n r l  h l r r c  g l r t h (  r ( f l  I n . r m c l t l l l n t
l l l  t ( ( r ' r l l  \ ( l l t \ .  A ( C . , n t p i r | t r i n g  t l t C  i r t C r r l r : , . . s  i
I ) l l | l l l \ !  rs  , ' l  \ i ' rne  \ f (c iu \  h l rv , .  l ' ccn  , l , . . , . l i r t r . s  in
i tbundancc  o f  o thcrs ;  thc  loss  o I  Whi te - faccd

I t j t r n '  
P . , r . t , '  f ,  l , r q , , t l r , u t t , t  / / t , / / / / i , /  t r r , t n  l l r ( .F l vc

r \ r . r nd \ .  .  r ( r  , l r .  , l l , l 1 :  r ec ,_ .n r  d t . r . l j n t  i n  h r cL . , l i ng
L rT I l (  f  

, e r  
n \  , \ . .  , r l h i l i , , t t t  i r r  r , r 11111_1 . ;1 .1 , . | - , ,  4 r . , _

r i l l l i l ,  l l t e \ (  c h i t n F c :  , | | (  n r ) l  \ , l c l \  h , t : r l  _  t h e
u f i l cK  w l f t t cd  Vc l r t l  p t , , r , t l r o r t t , r  r r r ( r r l , , . r r r i l .  r r , rw
brccds. on Norfolk Islantl  ancl LorJ' l iowc Island
i t n \ l  ; l  l . \ \  l l L  \ u s l ! C I ( ( l  , r l l  t l t L  \ L \  S , , u r t r  W " i . i
co i l \ r .  I nc  p ro \ rd ( . nc ( .  p , . t r c l  / r  r , , / , i 4 , / r i  i s  r r ou
sighted regularl l '  of l  thc east cclast ot Austral i i l
i r nd  h i l s  I cec I l I l )  

. hL t ' n  l ( , l  t r l  I ' r t . t . . l r n6  : r t  ph i l i p
l r l r i r t r l -  \ r ' r l , r l k  l s l l r n t l .  l r , , r r r  u l t e r , . .  r r  w . 1 5  1 1 1 , , 1 g 1 1
to havc bcen cxtcrninatcd alrnost 200 y.ur. uirr.- lhc 

r . l is t , r rcry  , r l  I ler r r l r l  perrc ls  l .  , , r , i , i , ,1 , , , , i , i , , , ,
l ) r c (L l r l g  i r l  R l r i n t .  l r l l r r t r l  i n  t l t e  C , , 1 ;11  g . . ; 1  . , 11 .1
In r r rL  r cCcn t l \  l i \ unL l  i l \ h ( , r 1 .  i r t  t l l ( .  C , , c r , .  lKc ( . 1_
In f  )  l s l i r nd .  i n  r h ! .  11111 ; , ' 1 t  (  ) ( . ( . i l )  r c l l ( . \ . t  t l l ! .  1 ) ( l t u l
covelttgc Dow ltvai lablc front t l rcsc outlvins
islanils. Bullcr's Shcrrwatcr I,ulf inus hultcii i i ,
i nc rcas ing  in  numbcrs  in  New Zc i i lanc l  r rnd  n tany
othcr citangcs havc bcctr notctl clscwhcrc in thc
wor ld .  Thc  s ta lus  o f  seab i rds  is  la r  l ro tD s la t i c :
dvnamic  changcs  i l r c  c l l l  I  cn t l v  in  p rogrcss  and thc
causes nccd to bc sought.

Thcrc  i s  inc rcas ing  ev ic lcncc  t l ta t  thc  ac t iv i t i cs
. ' l  n l i r r  i l r (  l r [ [ , r ' l i n p  t r , ' s l s t c n r s  i r r r r l  i t  i s  l i k c l v
l l l i r l  h . l c i n  l i L  s , l l n c  , , t  t l t \ .  L i  r \ r . .  . , t  l h C \ r .
r ' l ' \ r r \ c d  . l r i r n g , . .  i n ' c l r l r i r , l  l r l ' r r r r , l l r r r , <  l r l r l  r l i r
l | | l r u t i ( )  .  F o r r 1 1 n , , t | ' 1 ,  r l r t  5 c r r l r i r t l  l s l r r r r , l .  S e r r r . s
Degan In  t rDrc  to  p rov idc  somc basc  I incs  l tu t  i t  i s
in lpcra t ivc  tha t  thc  mon lcn tun l  c rca lcd  is  no t  los t .
I t  i s  a l rcady  c lc l r  tha t  i s lan t ls  shou ld  bc  rcv is i t cd
cvcry l ivc ycars iI clrangcs arc to ltc recrtr<iccl
i l ( l c r l l . r i r l c l ) -  . l n L l  n t , , l (  l r . . r 1 r r e r r t l 1 , r n , ( . l e c l r J
r . l i l  ( l \  l ( r  L l c l , . r n r i n L  ( h c  r i r l L  , ' l  ( l l . l n . C ( .

I t  i s  p roposcd to  ana lysc  in  dc t t r i l  thc  ava i l i r t r l c
dltit [r()m each biological rcgion ancl putrl is]r thc
conclusions in forthconrin-q issucs dcvotcd to
occan lc  and co i rs ta l  b i rds .  T l rcsc  ana lyscs  w i l l
dcfine futurc objcctivcs ancl cnablc uil to sec
whcrs  an  immedia tc  cont r ibu t ion  is  rcqu i rcd .
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