
On -5 July I983 a Lcast Frigatcbird Fregatu ariel
was slrot on Homc Island in the Cocos (Keeling)
Is lands of  the centra l  Inc l ian Ocean (12.07,S. ,
96"5,1'E.). The bird had been banded as a chick
ncar Enderbury Island in the ccntral Pacific
Ocean (3"08 '5. .  l7 l '05 'W.) .  on 11 Novcnber
196,1 with United Statcs Fish and Wildlife Servicc
nunber 747-66358. This 19 year old bird had
travc l lcd a min imum dis tancc of  l0  165 km
betwccn the two is lands (F ig.  1) .

A sccond Least Frigatebirtl chick was bandcd
(Austra l ian Bi rd-Banding Scheme Number 210-
04492) at North-East Cay, in the Herald Cays of
the Coral  Sea (16 ' -57 'S. ,  149 '11 'E.) ,  on 13 June
1986. It was rccovered at Fak Fak. Irian Jaya.
Indoncsia (2 '55 'S. .  132 '1 i . i 'E. ) .  on 29 August
1987. and had probably moved through the
Torres Strait.

Dunlop (1988) and Dunlop e/ a/. (1988) discuss
the movement of Pacific-breeding seabirds into
the Eastern Indian Ocean, and Sibley and Clapp
(1967) speculatc that the Central Pacihc popula-
tions of thc Least Frigatcbird follow an arc in dis-
persing from their breeding colonies to Papua
New Guinea,  the Phi l ipp ines and Japan.
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The movcments noted in this paper iDdicate
that somc, and probably many, frigatcbirds front
populations in thc two oceans intcrmix through
thc Torres Strait ancl Indo-Malay Archipelago. It
would bc interesting to know whcther the movc-
ment is migratory and if chicks return to thcir
natal arcas to breed.
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