
l \ ,4arch, 1989

REVIEW
' lhe 

Birds of  Sumatra.  .1.  a l .  \ ' rn N{ur le and Karcl  I I .  Vtxr ts.
U . O . t J .  ( h e c k - l l s i  N o .  l 0 :  B r i t i s h  O r n i l h o l o g i s l \ '  L I n i o n .
l9sl i  l ( )5 fp

lh is volum( is  thc tcnth ol  rhc l l r i r ish Ornirhologi \ ts
Lrnron\  ongoing \er ie\  of  lhcckl i \ l \  of  d ivcrsc prr( \  o l  rhc
\ror ld.  This is  thc sccond l ronr lndoncsia.  n) l lowing thc
rcccrr t lv  publ ishccl  The Bi f t ls  o l  Wrl lLrce a.  by C. M. N. Whitc
r r r r l  N {  I ) .  l } r u c t .

Thc nlnu\cnpt  $rs srrr rcc l  bv J a j  van NtLtr le.  rn( l  upo
his prcmature t lcath.  conrplctcd bv K.  H.  Voous Introduclory
scct ions prcsenl  brckground in lor ln t ion topogralhy.  c l imr lc.
rnd vrgf t r t i ( )n.  \upport .d hr  ( lc t : r i lcd nr tps,  and discuss
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aspcctr ,  of  Surrratrnn orni tholog! :  cndcmisln.  z(x)gc(Jgraphy.
breeding seasonal iN.  migr i r t ion and his lof !  of  prcvious $r)rk.
Tbc bulk o i  thc book is  thc i rnnolr ted l i \1 o l  thc 6()( )  \pecics
rccordcd f rom thr  ishnd.  lhc annot i r t ions lbr  fach spccics
inclu( lc  thc s l r tus.  hr ib i l i r t .  d i \ l r ibLr l i lJn I ind ncsl ing io lor  r i t -
i ion rs thesc rc la lc 1o Srrnr l t r l .  kcv refcrcnccs.  lnd.  occl \ ron
L| l ly  o lhcr  r r ( ) lc \ .

' Ih is 
\1) luInc mainl i r in\  thc h igh s lLtndurd scl  in I ) fcv ious

oocs.  I1 lv i l l  be a valuablc lc lcrcncc i r r  anronc i r r tc lcstcd in
thc hi rd\  o l  Ihrs n i r f l  of  Southcrs l  A\ i i r

w. E. Bo es, Sydney, NSW

OBITUARY

lJr  D.  L.  ' I )om Scrventy d ied in Pcr lh on l t  August  l98lJ.  rgcd
r l  !er I \ .  hrv ing becn bofn r l  Bro$n l l i l l .  Wcstcrn Austra l ia
on ls  lv t r r rch.  l9( l l .

I Ie grrdurtcd B.Sc.  lv i th l i rs l  chss honours f rom thc Uni
v c r s i l !  o l  W c \ t c m  A u s t f r l i r  i n  l 9 3 l  a n ( l  o b l a i n e d  r n  l 8 5 l
Schol i r r  ship to the Uni \er  s i l \  of  (  anrbr idgc.  Al ter  completrng
his doclofr lc  thcfc in 1933 he retufned to Auslr r l i . l  to an
appoi I l r r l reol  i i | i  i rs \ is lanl  lcc lurcr  in b io log! ,  in lbc L ln ivcrs i ly
of  wcslcrn , \usl ra l i i i .  Froln l9 i7-3t i  he s ludiod l ishcf ics
br( tog!  Ltr  thc School  o l  I r ishcr ics.  L in ivcrs i ry o i  Wasbingl( ) l r .
lvhi le holL l ing LL \ tudentship o l  the Conmonrvcal th Scicnce
and Indust fv End() l rment Fund. On his rcturn hc jo incd thc
C S. l .R.  Div is ion of  l r ishcr ics.  ln l95l  hc rranstcrrcd 1o th l :
n c $  W i l d h l c  S u r v r y  S c c t i o n  o l  w h r t  l v i s  t h c n  t h c  C . S . l . R . O . .
\ rherc hc s l i rved unl i l  h is rer i rcmer l  in 1969.

Doru wirs a !cr)  ucl i !c  researcher and rn ear lv conser-
v i r ( ionist  at  a l inrc r i rn such peoplc worc gcncral ly  rogaxlcd
rs c l lnks.  Hc bclorrgc( l  ro nrrnv orgrnizal io ls.  hcld Dumcrous
p()sts i r r  orni thologrcL'1 rnd bio logical  socio l ies.  and gi r ined
lnr lor  r lvrrds nrr  h is wi , rk.

His hsr  of  pLrhl icat ion\  is  imprcssi le.  bcginniDg " , i1h Birds
ol  lhc l ' i r l l rnLrp hslurr) , .  Wcslcrn Ausl fa l ia i r ' t  Emu. 26.64 6r)
(19:6) .  l l lhou{h hc hid conlr ibuted populaf  r r t ic lcs t r )  thc
l ( )cr1 papcr\  bcl { ) rc th l t .  B}  lhc t ime thr l  hc gr ldualcd hc had
l5 prpcrs to h is credi l .  rnost  of  thcm on bi rds and mosl ly  in
l l rn( .  He hrd calhol ic  i  lcresls but  $rs lnore th i rn anything a
nrar ine bio logis l  rnd *hcn * i th the I r isher ies Div isnrr  workcd
on tuna f ( )pul i r l ions and their  associatcd scahirds.  ls  wcl l  as
oD problrm\ conccrninS cormorants nnd l ishcr ics.

Dom Scr lenl \ 's  c lassic long-tcrrn s ludv of  rhe Tasm.roia
MLrt lon hi rd (Short- ta i lcd Shcar*ater)  was bcguo when he
wrs in (hc I . isher ies t ) iv is ion.  h i \  banding of  thc b i rds l l  I r isher
Is land.  Un\s St fu i r .  hcginning i r  19.17.  I r  is  the publ icat ions
thal  c i rnrc f ron lh is wor k by which Donl  is  best  kno*r  anlong

\c i lb i rd b io logistr .  Thesc includc( l  a nLrtor  and of t -quotcd
rccolrn l  o l  lhc migrar ion oi  lhe loung bi rd\  and thc go i ld
c) ,c lc o l  thc rdul ts in 1 ' r . . ) r .  Zool .  *x Lout l  127:  -189-510

( 1 9 5 6 )  r n d  : r n  r x p c r i m c n t r l  ( l e n r o n \ l  t i o o  o f  r n  i n t c r n a l
rhvlhm ol  rcproduct i ( rn (N.r / r , ' .  184:  l7(J1 1705 JI959l) ,  both
wri l lcn wi th A.  J.  Mnrshal l .  Al  aboul  thc srmc t imc hc dcviscd a
mcthor i  l i r r  scxing rhc bi rds ( l t r?r  56:  219-121 I195() l ) .  $hich
has s ince bern widclr -  uscd \ r i1h pclrc l \  gc cf l t l l r .

His recrplufcs ol  brndcd bi rds cnahlcd hi r t l  1r l  unravcl  thc
bfeeding pr t terns ol  thr  ]nul lon hi rds and.  in duc coursc.  to
( l iscovcr thc ! lur l t ion of  thci r  i  r l r ratur i ty .  Hc rcrd an inrport -
a  1 p a p e r  o o  l h e i r  e g g - h ! i n g  l i n c l a b l e  1 0  t h c  l l l h  I n l e r '
nr t ionr l  Ornirhdogicr l  a i r rgfcss (Pro. .  l - l th 1nt .  ( )n.  ( ' t r tgr  :
33l l -313 l l96l l ) .  Addressing r  p lenr i r ]  se\s ion ol  thr  ( i )nsre\s

lour tcrrs la lcr .  hc was rb lc 1()  covcr a r i lngc ol  i rspccl \  con
ccroing lhe popul l t ion ecolog,v of  the species.  inc luding thc
agc conposi l ion anLi  t iming ol  lhc b i rds ashorc.  thc oxlenl  o l '
thc prc lay ing cxodus . rnd nor la l i ly  l^r tet '1\  (Ptoc.  l l th l t t l
Orn.  aong,. :  165-19{)  9671).  His mosl  recenl  publ icat ion on
this s lcc ic. i  i lhoLr l  brcc( l ing succc\ \ .  recrur ln) lJn(  and dispcrs l l .
l ) . rscd on:10 ycrrs dalr .  was publ ishcd iD l9r lJ  wi th I , .  J .
(  urrr"  ( l )nu 84:  7 l  79).

Anroog his n la ior  rn lercsls was thc t rohlc ln o i  ho\{ .Austr l r -
l i rn in land bi rds adapt to thci r  ar id covironnrcnt  scc his
chaptcr  on Bi( togI  of  Dcscr l  t l i rc ls  in ,4 r i r r r  l ln , / r )x\  Volumc
I (1971).  Man) othcf  lopic\  cngagcd his t lent ion f rom l imc
lo t ime on N4ors and lhe or ig ins of  l t ighl .  oD thc shel l
dcposr ls crc lcd bv gul ls  dropping Inol luscs to hrcak ihcm. o
thc histo logy ot  lhe Ltv ian lcst is  rnd oo bi rd\  Toogcogr i rphy
for  cxamplc.  I Ic  u lso nade vulurblc cont f ibut ion\  ro avi ln
monomcl i l turc.  corrcct ing somc of  lhe cf f ( ) fs  in th is l ic ld conl
ln i t lcd by Gregory Mrthcws i rnd olhcrs

DoIn Servcnly hrd r  b ig in i lucocc on voung Darufr l is ts.
iDspir ing them by his cnthusiasnr arrd by conlacls in i lc ld rnd
sludy,  bur a lso becausc hc produced ($i lh H.  NL whi l rc l l )  rhc
hrsl handbook to the birds of his rlatc Tlr! Binls ol W6t(rn
,1r i r r?/ i r r .  lh is  l i rs t  appc!r . ( l  in  l9:11J.  thc lasr ,  l i l ih  cdi t ion in
l9?6.  This w1)rk cnl l r lcd mLrny pcoplc inrcrcslcd in natur i r l
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his lor \  to i ( lenr i f r  rhc hi rds rround lhcnr an. l  r l  rnctuded an
rmportant  l ) rstor \  of  Wcstcrn Auslra l ian orni rholog\ , .  i ls  wcl l
as a srud!  o l  thc b id gcograthv ot  rhc rrc l .  IJ is  l r i icr  Hcrr i -
hook ol  / \u\ r tu l iu . t (d,6/ l1A (1971).  wr i t rcn * , i lh  Vinccnl
scncntv rnd thc \ r r i (cr .  $as r \ ,c l l  rccci l rd:  l r  sccond cdi l i (nr
r \  currcnt lY rn thc hancls o i  the puir l ishcrs

Dom wns a lery c i r r t r  b i rd r ingcr.  acr ivc i rc t i ) r r  thc of t ic i r l
t  o lnmonwcl l l th b i t rd in.s schcn! ,  l ras s1i l r tcd.  Hc was i l
loundcr nrenber of  rhc IJ i rd Banders As5ociar ion of  Aust
ra l i l -  anLl  a lso ol  thc Westcrn Auslr : r l i rn Nl iural isrs.CIub.
bcing elcctcd thci r  i l rs l  \ccrctr r ry l r r r \urer  on. l  July 191.1

I)orr  Scr\ 'enly s deplr lurc mark\  thc end of  rn era in Aust-
. r l ian orni lholog)- : rnd wc shl l l  grcat tv rn iss h is hunour.  kcen_
ncs-\  and cont .ddeship.  Our srmprth ics go ou1 to brothef  Vin
l lnd sr \ ter  Lucv.  and lo h is son\  Wi l l l  id .  Conrad and pelcr .

Corel la 13(1)

elcctr ic  Schenrc hc !1 ls c l fn Io$ercd over rhc \hccf  nount i r in
\ r , l ( , ' | L |  \ n r . , l L  t r ' , 1 1 . . \  1 . . \ ' r r r \  . u n . c \ . .  H .  $ . r \
r r j \ '  t i r  i i h . L  r t i  r t . . .  , , ! ( r . r r c l ' ' r  , ,  r ' r (  l  : , . l q  B , r . r l c r l  (  J | l
lhe Laninl (D Platcru.  \ rh ich f ( , rmcd lhc bls is of  onc oi  h is
hrs l  pul) l ished anic lcs in 19,16.  In rhc same vcar.  Jrrck \ \ . rorc
a \hor l  nolc on lhe Bro| \n Honcvcntcn orer  lh i r t ]  \ ,c l rs l l tcr .
h i \  l i ls t  prper $as r la in on th is spccics.

As onc ol  thc l i rs t  aurhor izcr l  b i rd bandcrs in thc car lv 196( l
! r . r .  h (  , r ' l  l  i l  . r L . \ : ,  l : r f r , r t  t h r . . , l j l , . , f l u n r t \  r . , . r u r l \  i n  r . r . .
h : , l J  r r . r r , \  l r r , \  l J ,  1 , ,  r . .  r t .  r r J . l  , , . r  i r . v c r , . r ( , .  I J r , , s n
l1onc1'catcrs and N, l l tn{rovc HoIcycalcrs at  h is Wel l ington
Poinl  hone. and his conprchcnsrve nole\  h i l lc  bccn;scd
exlcnsivclv as thc basi \  f ( ) r  srud\  l ) \  othcr  orni rholor isrs.  i ls
wcl l  a\  l i ) f  h is o\ \ 'n  publ icut lons A Si l \crcte b i lndcd hl  Jack
rn lhe sul l l r ) tcr  turncd up in Canbenl l  in  lhc l i t lowing $. in lcr .
rnd i ls  cupturc b l  Cantrcrra l ) i fd bandcrs was rccordcd b!  l
r ( L c \ ' r ! . r I  l , : r r l  J , '  t f  , r  \ f : l n  r n l  , r r  h i t , l  n I t t  ,  , , n  q t .  ( . r
rurpn\ inq lhght .  Sadly.  h is s i !ht  hrd l rdcd badl l .  fet  onh
four dals bclorc hc dicd.  he sr jd to a \ ' i \ i ror  lhrr  rhc WclcoInc
Swal lor \  c l l l iDp outs jdc hi r  * indow \ \crc nc\ l jng undcr ihc
ci rvcs ol  a nearby bui ld ing l ) i rds lvcrc h is lovc arrd ins l i r l r -
t ion lo rhe cnd.

Vernon Cooper

John Warham

OBITUARY
John Slephens Robertson dic l l  in  Bn\barre.  o l6 . lu l )  198| .
i l l  lhe i rgc of  9(1.  Jack s ls !  vcr ]  compclcnr orni lhologis l .  a
long l r l rc  Drember of  the Ro!al  Aus(rr las i rn Ofnirhologis ls
LInion.  i rDd i r  foundi t t ion mcmbcr o l  thc Bird I la l ] .1 ing Associ-
at ion ol  ALrstra i i l  through i ls  chLtnge into rhc Ausrr  l i rn Bird
Sludv Associar io l r  unt i l  h is death.  I I is  dcla i lcd.  | rc thodical
ob\crvr t ions ol  b i rds \1rrc a sourcc ol  much nc$ infornr l t ion.
I r \  , 1 r . , " 1 ,  r , ,  r l r ,  l .  r . l  $  r r . h  r  t r . , r .  I r \

As a \ ' ln i r )  Roads Depa menl  cnginccr in Ouecnsland.  bc
*,ar  in chargc of  the construct ion oi  D ny malor  br idgcs and
rmportant  projcc ls.  Whi le working on thc I larr{ )n Fal ls  Hydro

New Members
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