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IDENTIFICATION OF NESTLING EGRETS
(Egretta sp. and Ardeota ibisl

MAX MADDOCK

t iacul l r  of  Educlr ioo.  lhe Univcfs i tv  of  Ncwcast tc.
and Sho(hDds Werlands Contre

Thc  l , r u r  | . . , ' t nm . r l t  cg rc l  \ p ( ( i es  I n  Aus t r . l r l i l ,
t hc  C rc r r t  Eg I c t  Lg rc r ra . r l l , . . / .  I n l e rn t cL l i i t t e  Fg rc l
E. internredia, Lit t lc Egrct E. gdrzettd and Catt le
Egret Artleolu lbru, frequently ncst in multi-
specres cotonles, and ilccuratc indentif ication is
particularly important whcr comprehcnsivc
marking operations of nestl ings are undertakcn.

AdvaDccd young lcavc thc nest when disturbecl
by the bander and scranrble te outcr or higher
branches..This prcsents the problenr of separaling
the nrcmbcrs of the diffcrent species of whit;
birds of similar sizc and supc;ficially sinilar
characteristics which have come from nests in thc
same tree or group ot trees.
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TABLE 1

Summary of  d iagnosl ic  charactcrs of  nest l ing cSrc!s.

LITTLE GREAT INTERMEDIATE CATTLE
Gape Notch
(F i s .  l )

Beak
(Fig. I  )

Below pupil :  almosl

Long, slcnder

Dist inct

Ycl lowi  b lack l ippcd
yclbw: var iegated
black yel low;gape l inc
somctrmes hhck

Pirk:  yel l<xv

Prcdonr inatc lv yc l low;
mr!  bc bl lck or  havc
black nlarks

YellowI varicgatcct black,
yel lowi  b lack

W h i t c t c r c a m ;  y e l l o w

Crevish.{rccni  grocn

Ycl lo* i \h or  vc l low

Dist inct :  bchind back

Long, robust ;  s lcndcr in
proport ion ()  lcnglh

1.68

Flat

Bl i rck- t ippcd ycl low:
black gapc l ine

Black:  grey;  p ink or
yc11o" 'wi lh b lack
rpprolching f lcdgins

Black;  yc lk)r  or  p ink
with b lnck appfoaching
flcdging

Crcenish ycl lou

Crcrmi yelk)w

( l rcy ish green

Palc qrct

Dis l inc! :  bcl { ) rv hack of

Robust :  s l ra ighl  proi i lc

3 .  l 1

Dist inct

Ycl low;black- l ipped
ycl low; var icgatcd
black;gipc l ine
somct imcs black

I l l i rck of  grcy:  p ink or
ycl low \ \ , i th b lnck
rpproaching f ledging

I l  l i rck I  yc l low or p ink
wi lh b l lck approachi  g
f lcdging

Yclk)wl  vc l lorv and bLrck

Whi lc;  cre.rm: !e1lo*,

P.rle grcy

Dist incr :  bclow back of
eyc

Robust  wi th s l ighr down

1.00

Dis l inc!

Whi le whcn young; buf f
when i rpproaching
f lcdging

Black,  !c11o*-r ippcd
blackt  yc lk)w-t ippcd
grcyl  d i f fuscd grey or
black-!c l1ow.rs ncars
f lcdging

Pink;sornc grcy or  b l i rck.
nd pinki  b lack (r . r re)

ts l i rck 0r  grcy;  p ink or
vcl low wi th b lack
approaching ncdging

Srmc colour as beak

Whi(c:  crc l r ln;  vc l l ( ) !v

( ; rc! i \h srccn

C r c \

Mean
length7depthratio 3.45

Forehcad

Crown ofhead

Beak

Tongue

Hard palate

Lores

Ir is

Skin

Soles

Thc lb l low ing  d iagnos t ic  fearurcs  a re  takcn
f ron  Maddock  (1988) .  wh ich  shou ld  bc  consu l tcd
for  n rore  dc ta i led  d iscuss ion .  Severa l  o f  t l l e
c i ra rac ters  ex l r i [ ) i t  some var iab i l i t y .  and lhese arc
given in lablc I iD Llccleasing order ol occunence.
Each egrel sll i tres sollc witl l  al lcasl one olhcl
spccics. Iror t l lcsc reasons. I ltos1 cllal.actct s sllo(rld
bc  used in  conrb i la t ion .  l ' he  kcv  onc  is  thc  cx len l
( )1  the  no lch  o l  co loured  f l csh  a l  l l t c  gape o l  the
beak (gape no tch)  (F i ! .  1 ) .  1hc  t r i l l  l engrh /deprh
ra t io  i s  c  l cu la led  as  i r i l l  l cnp lh  ( t i l  l o  base o f
cu ln ren)  c l i v idcd  bv  lhe  b i i l  dep th  a1  l l t c  rcar  o l '
l l l c  n iucs .  l l : i g .  l ) .  S iz r '  c i ln  l )c  uscd  10  separ i l te
Ctc i r t  L :g Ic ts  l ro rn  o r l t c r  \Pec ic5  a l tc t  i l  cc r la i t l

agc  (b i l l  l cng th  )  65  mrn :  w i r l c  chord  >  250 r ] lm l
ta tsus  >  90  nrnr ) .

Each spec ics  has  a  charac ter is l i c ' j i zz 'o r  overa l l
appea l i lnce  ( )1  1hc  l i i c ia l  fe l t r l rcs .  t vh ich  1hc
bandcr  l ca lns  lo  rccog l i zc  w i th  l t rac t i cc .  1 'hese
arc  i l l us l ra tcd  in  I ) la1c  l .

RITITIRIlN(iES

\ { L r d d r ' f k .  \ 1  {  l { ) i i S ) .  I : i c l d  l ( l c I r i l i c i r l i o n  c h l r r c r c ' i \ l i c s  ( ) l
f r \ t  1 n !  f r r c r \  I , r ( x ( c ( L n ! \  o l  1 | l t c n r r l i ( ) ! r a l  S ! n r f ( J s i u n r  o r
\ \ , r 1 l i , n r l .  (  l t l f 6 )  S h o r  t L L r r r l ,  \ \ ' L . r l . u r c i s  ( ' . r  r c  l I l ( 1  l  r n r \  r l
. 1 ,  ) l  \ d \ ! . r \ r l !  t l , ' x 1 d  o l  I : n \ i r ( ' i ) r r r c n l r l  S l u d i . r


